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PR E F A C E. 

AT a Time when the Roman Ca- 
tholic Miffionaries are fo bufily 
cmploy'd throughout th^e Pro^ 
teftant Kingdoms, in making Profelytes 
to their Religion ; k is thought highl^f 
proper to publilh in a fmrall Charader 
(that it may come at an eafy Price) a Piece 
that demonflrates, by the mod convincing 
and ancontroyertable Fa6^s, what that Re- 
li^on is, which thofe Miffiooariet endea- 
vour to perfoa4eu6 to exchange for a Re- 
ligion which we hare ib much Reafon to 
fakis God for permitting us to enjoy. 

It is weil known, that the Popifh Emi(^ 
faries veiy carcfulJy endeavour to conceal 
from the Knowlege of the Proteftants, 
whom they attempt to pervert, many cf 
the monftrous Abfordities of the Religion 
they are fo zealous to propagate \ and, 
when charged with them, that they either 
boldly deny the Charge, or artfully en- 
deavour to evade if. And indeed it muft 
be owned, there is Reafon to believe^ 
A z ^^s* 



iv PREFACE. 

that many of that Communion, who have 
not been at Rome^ are unacquainted them- 
felves with fome of the fuperftitiousand ri- 
diculous Fopperies" pradiifed there without 
Difguife, or Referve : For our Author 
takes notice, (p. 60.) t|iat the learned 
Mabillon could not help intimating his 
-Surprize at feyeral Parts of their Worfliip, 
■and at fome of their fuperftitious Cere- 
monies, particularly the Benedidion of 
JHorfes, which he had never feen till he 
'travelled inta Jfaly. . And the Popiih 
•Miflionary, who undertakes to vindicate 
•fome of the Ceremonies of that Church 
againft our Author, altho' he has not the 
Courage to deny the Faft, yet labours to 
j*enderitfufpedted, and declares, " That 
>' tho' be had fpent the greateft Part of 
.** his Life abroad, he had never feen or 
*' heard of any fuch thing/' as that ri"^ 
dicv^ous Benediftion : Whence our Au- 
thor obfcrves, (p. 61.) *' That ifthefe Men 
** of Learning, and Teachers of Reli- 
f* gion, know fo little of what is done at 
** Rome, how cafy miift it be to impofe 
^^ upon the poor Catholics in England^ 
*' and keep them in the Dark, as to the 
** more exceptionable Parts of their Wor- 
** (hip, which are openly avow'd and 
^^. pradifed abroad, to the ScaodiU of all 

«* the 



PRE FA C B. V 

*^ the Candid and Moderate, even of their 
** own Communion!** — Efpecially, (we 
may add) when they have, to aid their 
Arguments in behalf of the moft palpable 
Abfurdities, that enormous Dodrine of 
implicit Faith in, and Reliance upon, the 
Church's Authority, preferably to the Re- 
vealed Will of God. 

The Evidence, therefore, of an Eye* 
Witnefs, of unqueftionable Character, can^ 
not but have the greateft Weight upon aH 
unprejudiced Minds; efpecially when he 
fupports his Fa9:s by Teftimonies, which 
the moft bigotted of his Adverfaries wiH 
not difalfow, all of the fame Church. 
♦* My Obfervations, fays our Learned 
*• Author *i are grounded on Fafts, of 
.** which I have been an Eye- witnefs my 
.** felf, and which others perhaps had not 
** the Opportunity of examining perfon- 
«* ally, or confidering fo particularly, as 
** I have done: And, in my prefent Re- 
♦* prefentation of them, I have not claim- 
** ed the allowed Privilege of a Travel- 
*' ler, to be believed on my own Word; 
** but, for each Article charged on the 
♦* Church of Romij have generally pro* 
** duced fugh Vouchers, as they them- 
" felves will allow to be authentic.** 

* See Pre^ce to hts O^vo Editioo. 



vi PREFACE. 

As to the Motives to the Author's 
Journey, and the Occafion to which his 
RefleflioDs was owing, take them in his 
own Words: " MuchLeifure, wkb an 
1** infirm. State of Health, fays hc*^ was 
** thcCaufeofmy Journey to /ftf/y 5 and, 
** on foch an Occa&on, I thought it my 
^* Duty, toufetheOpportiHiitygivenme 
^* by Providence, towards detecting and 
■** expofing, as ifar as I was able, the true 
** Spring and Source of choielmpoftures, 
** which, under the Name of Religion^ 
** have been foiled from time tp time, 
•* for no other Purpofe, than to opprefe 
^* the Liberty, and cngrofs the Property, 
^ of Mankind/* 

Yet, in his Letter, he owns, that he 
h^ refolvcd, on his Setting-out f, to em- 
ploy himfelf chiefly, in fearching pa/ticu- 
iarJy into fome Branches of Roman An- 
tiquities ; a Study more fuitable to his 
Inclination ; and to lofe as little Time 
as pofllble, in taking notice of the Fop- 
peries and ridiculous Ceremonies of the 
prefent Religion of Rome : But that when 
he found the whole Form and outward 
Drefs of their Worlhip iogrefly idolatrous 
and extravagant^ beyond what he had 

• See P*«f. to Ottavo Edition, 
f Sm Letter^ p. s* 

imagined. 
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itnagintd, and the SimilUude dfsbe Popijb 
smi Pagan Religi$H fo evident and clear « 
as CO leare him in no Doubc of the Jiria 
ConforfniSy between botb^ be refblted to 
^^ain and demonftratc the Certaint]f of 
tt» by cOcrtpartng together the principai 
and moft obVious Parts of each Worfhip. 

This celebrated Piece was fo well re«» 
ceitred, that Three Editions of it were 
taken off by the Public^ before it received 
any Anfwer^ And as then a Popifli Mi£? 
fioB^ undertook that Talk, and our 
Author thought fit to reply to it j the 
m&rtif^ of the Serbft^nce of that Reply, 
in which the Roman Catholic Writer's 
Arguments are fairly quoted and con(ikder» 
ed ^ wiJl fet the whole Catfe between ttfe 
PrOteftinta and Papifls in fuch a (^lear 
X*igbt, as cadaoc fail of being of fingnlar 
Ufe and Benefit to all ingenuous and ua« 
prejudiced Perfoos, of both Religions: 
For our learned Author declares f, ** That 
^ hh Defign was not fo much to cxpoTe 
^ the Folly of fomeof the Popifli Cere^ 
^< monies CO bis Prote(bnt Readers, as to 
*^ admonifli the Engli/h Papifts, by un- 
" queftionabJcFa^sandlpftances, drawn 
" from the tirtftnt IVa^e of iJ<?w^, in- 
** to what a JUbyrimh of Folly and Im- 

t Sec p. 75* 
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" piety their Principles will naturally lead 
** them, when they are pulhed to their 
" fullLcngth,and exerted without Referve 
«' orReftraint (as they are at R^w^)-, and 
^* to lay before them the Forgeries and 
^* Impoftures which are praftifed in their 
** Church, to fupport the abfurd Doc- 
^* trines which (he impofes as the necefla- 
«* ry Terms of Catholic Communion/' 

Our Author candidly difclajms all per- 
forial Prejudices, in thefc Words, with 
iKrhich he clofes his Preface to the OAavo 
Edition. 

. ** But whatever be my Opinion of the 
*' General Scheme of that Religion, yet, 
^^ out of Juftice to the particular Profel- 
** fors of it, I think myfelf x)bliged: to 
•* declare, that I found much Candor, 
*^ Humanity^ and Politenefs, in all thofe^ 
** whom I had the Honour to converfe 
** with 5 and, tho* my Charafter and Pro- 
^* feffion were well knosVn at Rome^ yet 
** I received particular Civilitie* from 
^^ Perfonsof the firll DiftindUon both iii 
^* the Church and the Court.'^ 
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SHBIWINO THE 
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Being the Sabftance of a Letter from KOME ta 
a Friend mENXS LAND. ' ! 



5 2 K, 

I AM icnlible» that by this time you cannot but be 
deiirous to have ibme account of the ^ntertaio^ 
raenty that I have met with in Bamt. You have 
otrfervedy without doubt, -from my former letteir/ 
that the pleafiire of my travels feemed to grow upon 
me in proportion to the progrefs, which I made on 
my journey, and to my approach towards that fa* 
mous capitals and that every place, which I had ieen 
the laft, ftill pleafed me the moft. This was certaialyt 
true in iny road through Lyonst Turin, Gentut, JBh- 
rencii but is much more remarkably Co with regard: 
to R0mii which,, of all the places that I have yet 
ieen, or ever (hall fee, is by far thecioft delightful: 
Since all thoic very things, which had recommended 
any other place to me, and which: I had been ad-* . 
miring before, iingle and dilperle^; in th^ ieveral 
cities through wiuch I paflbi* may..be Icci^' u^^Sime. 



^ 



t T/je Confermitjr hetween 

ts it were io one view, and not only in greater plenty* 
but in grdLter perfirCHon. 

^m9 is certainly of all cities in the world the 
ncft etteruinini^ to f h tng e n : F6r whetller w« coa- 
itder it, in its amcot^ or prefcnt;. ita. dvil, op ccclo-^ 
fiafticalftate^ whether we admire the great perfeakm 
«f arts in the nohle rcoMias of OU Bjnm i or the re- 
Tival of the fame arts in the beautiful ornaments of 
mc^n TBbtmii every one, of what genius or cafte 
€o€9er^ wiU* ^furt te find ibmething. that will dt- 
ferve his attention, and engage his curiofity: And 
even thofe, who have no particular tafte or regard 
it all for things curious, but travel merely for the 
like of falUon* and to wafte time, will lUlT 4>ettf 
that thne with more fitisfa^fcioo at R^mi^ than any 
where elfe^ from that eafy manner, in which they 
£nd themf^ves accommodated with all the conve* 
ntencies of Iffei that general civility and refped to 
grangers i that ouiet 1^ ftcurity, which every maa 
of pradence is wre to find in it. But one thine ia 
ceruinly peculiar to this city^ that though traveUers 
^ave generally been (b copious in their defcriptions of 
it, and there are puUiflied in all parts of £i^«fe ^ck 
fohiminous ooIkAion of iu cunofities, vet It is t 
fiil^ed^ never to be cxbauftod; fincc In the Infinite 
variety of entertainment, which It aftmi^,' trrtty lo- 
dlcious obferver will necefirily find ibmething that 
kas either elcapcd the fearchei of others, or that will 
at leaft afford matter for more particular and curious 
I»mark8» thaa^i common traveller is capable of mak- 
ing, or a general coUedor has time to refledr on* 
■ .As for nay own Jowmey to this place, it was not 
eny motive of devodon, which draws £o many others 
kither, that occafioned it; My xcil was not bent 
on vifiting the b$lj tbrefh$lis rftbi MftfiUs, or kijl^ 
ihiffH f thiir fuuifit, . I knew that their eccle- 
fitftic^ MnHfHbiis were moftly fiibolous and legenda- 
Tf'9 iiipported by fidlons and Impoftures, too grols 
to empiD/ tke attentkw of a man of ftafe. For 

ihoiild 



Fopcry and Paganifm/ 5 

iiauU we allow, that St. ftttr had been at IRamt^ 
fof which man/ learned men however have doubted 
* M) f^ th^7 ^^ ^^^ I knew, any authtntic wmut* 
ments remaining of him$ any vifibk footftefs fubfift** 
iog^ CO demonflrare his reiidence among them : And 
flxKikl wc uk them ibr any evidence of this kind, 
they would refer us to the imfreffim rf his face m 
the WiUl if the dungeen^ f» wbkb he vms cenjmed} or 
to M fnmiMm m the hcttem^ ef k^ rtu/U miracuUufy 
by him mtt ef the roekj in order t9 hsptize his fiUeW" 
frifrners [h'] i or to the imirk efeur Saviottr's feet i» 
M ft9n€, en tknch he dpfeartd te inm^ and Jbpped him, 
se he WAifying eat ef th$ my from a fetfecuiion thm 
¥tigtngz In memory of whkh, there was a Chwrch 
Mli ofo iht Jp$t, ealUd Si. limy delle Fiante, or o£ 
tlie mMrh efthefkHi which falling into decay, w» 
A p ni icd by a chapd, at the eqpeoce of oar cardinal 
fmi [t]. Bat the jfawt ttfilf, SMMtrs vaktoAUs as their 
writefa fiy, £i], thorn my efthejredems meis% iemg 
# ftrfHttti m etet un eti Madfritf eftha Chri/UMm Mj^ 
gie»i is freforved mtb all Jm rtruenaa we St. Se- 
baftkn's C i m rehi whore I purchaied a print of it» 
with icfcral others of the ftme kind. Or they wooU. 
appeal perhaps to the evidence of ibme tmracio 
wrooght at hia exec«tioQ( as they do lo the cafe of 
St. f£U in a CAtn^ih caikd, M th§ three fottataiasi 
the pkoe where he was beheuied : On which occa«> 
fion, k ieeoia, ^ Inflead of bkiod there iflued only 
«* milk from hu veins} a«d bi9 heid, when ieparatedv 
<< from the body,' having nude three jumps npon the 
^ ground* rai^ at each place a ipriog ot lirh^ 
<* water, which reuias ftill, as they would perfuade 

B 1 **!», 

[«] Sca%. in Job. zS, it» lu vid» Fn^.^poahi MUceUsA. 
Sacnp Antiq. L 3. DUIerta^ 3. 

f^] Vid. Rom. modern. Giora. 5. c. 13. Rioiie di Ctmpi- 
Iftti. It. Tid* Ark^i Rmp. (rAiermn^ U a» «# I* It«'MQiit« 
hoc* Diar. luh c. 13. p. 174. 

fcl Rom. Modinv Gkro. ^ fUoaa 4iUl^aA» 

yj Vid* AsiDg^ ihld, L$*u%w 
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" usf the plain tafte of milk:" of all which h6t% we 
bare an account in Buromnsy MaSillon, and all their 
gravift authors [§] ^ and may fee printed figures of 
tbem in xhc dcfcription o^ modern Rome [/]. 

The chief plcafure then, which I propofed to mj 
iclf, was, to vifit the genuine remains, and venerable 
rei'npiesy of fngan Rome ; the authentic monuments of 
anttquity, that demonftrate the certainty of thofc hi- 
Eoriesy which are the entertainment, as well as^ the 
indru^ion, of our younger years i and whicb^ by the 
early prejudice of being the firft knowlege that we 
acQuire, as well as the delight, which they gire, in- 
describing the lives and manners of the greateft rocn^ 
who ever lived, gain fbmetimes €o much upon our 
riper age, as to exclude too often other more ufeful 
and Qecei&ry ftudies. I could not help flatteridg 
inyfelf with the joy that I (hould have, in viewing 
the very fiace and Jcene of tbofe important events^ 
the knowiege and ezpIicatio» of which have ever 
fince been tiS chief employment of the learned aiMl 
poUteworld. 

. Such fancies as thefe» I dare fay, tre common to 
all men of reading and education -y whofe breams op* 
on a voyage to Italf, repreient nothing bat the pka* 
inre of fimling out, and conyerfing with, thofe an- 
tient fagea and herocib whofe charaders they have 
moft admired. Nor indeed i» this imagination mucf» 
<Hfiippointed iflK the event j for, a»G^cr« finely obTcrvea 
{/], < Whether it be from nature, or feme weaknefs 
< in us, it is certain, that we are much more af- 
*. fed;ed with the fight of thofe places, where great 

* and famous men have fpent moft part of their 

* lives, than either to hear of their anions, or read 

* their works :' and he was not, as he tells us, ^ fb 
.' nuch pleafed with uithens itfelf, for its fhrtely 

•buildings, 

- M Afing. Iw 3» c «•. It Tid« Biromi Amial. A« D. ^. It^ 
MabUl. Iter ItaL p. 141. 
r/] Vid. Rom. modem. Okr. a. €• !/• Rioaedi R^* 
ll] Cic.deFia..5.. 
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* baiUtogi, «r exqalfte pieoei of art, as in recoiled^' 
^ lag the great men, whom It had hred $ in carefulf 
^ Tiuting their iepalchers} aad finding oat the place 
' where ^^h had Ifyed» or walked, or held his di{^ 

* patatioos [hy This is what every man of curio^ 
Sxj will* in the like circamftaoc^s, find true in him- 
ielf^ and for my own part, as oft as I have been 
rambling about in the rery I^tfirt^ ^MB^mt, or in 
that TemfU rfCmuori, where Tullf afiembled the 
Senate in CdtUim^9 confpiracy [i], I could not help 
fianfying myfdf much more knfible of the force ot 
his eloquence I whilft the impreifion of the place 
ferved to warm my imagination to a degree almoft 
equal to that of his old MuJiencB* 

As therefore my general fiudies had fbmifhed me 
with a competent Kaowlege of f^mntm Bififi^, as 
well as an inclination, to (earch more particulai ly int6 
ibme branches of its antiquities, fb I had reiblved 
CO empby myielf chieAy in inquiries of this fort; 
and to lofe as little time as poilible, in taking notice 
of the fbp)>eries and ridiculous ceremonies of the 
^t^t RtUgicnof the placcw But I fbon found my- 
felf miftakcn^ for the who^e form and outward 
drcfs of their worfhip ieemed Co grofily hkUtrom 
mnd extravagant t bevood what I had imagined, and 
tn^t fb drone an impreflton on me, that I could 
not help conudering it with a particular regard^- 
efpecially when the very reafen, which I thoughe 
would have hindred me from taking any notice of it 
at all, was the chief eaufe, that engaged me to pay 
fb much attention to it : For nothing, I found, con* 
curred {o mach wlch my original intention of con-* 
verfing with the antients, or fb much helped my 
imagination, to fisnfy mvfelf wandering about in M 
Htathtn JUme, as to obfcrve and attend to their ra- 
ligious 99r(hifi all whofe ceremonies appeared plainly 
to have been copied from the rkmds of fnmUm 
ft I I^gaw/m-^ 

Tl] De Legib. 2. «» 

I'l yiil»-0»t.ia CfftilOrS) \k IXtYUi^l^ V 



6 Tibe Conformity betnxfien 

Tsgmufmi as if handed dowo by an uninterrupted 
ilicceifion from the friep rfOU^to the frhfis ofNen^ 
Miome I whilft each of tlieai re»lilj e3U>Uined and 
called to my mind fome pa£^e ot a eUj^ autlwi 
where the/ami aremimy was d&ribed, astranfa^d 
in the /ami firm and munmr^ and in the fame place-, 
where I now £aw it executed before my eyes; So 
^hat as oft as I was prefent at any religious exercife 
m thiir Churchis^ it war more natural, to ^nf^r my- 
61f looking on at Home fdimt^ a^ ^idolatry in eld 
^mt^ than affiftidg at a worfhip, inilituted on the 
principles, and formed upon the plaa^ of Chri- 
ftianity. 

Many of oar Divines haiFe, I know, with much 
learning, and ibltd reafoning, charged, and efiedhially 
proved, the crvm of idolatry on tho Church 0/Rome : 
but thefe controveriies (in which there is (till ibme- 
thing piaufible to be fiid on the other fide, and 
where the charge is conftahdy denied, and with 
much fubdety evaded) are not capable of giving that 
conri^ion, which L immediately- received ftom my 
ienfesf. the fureft witnc^ of fad in all cafes, and 
which no man can fail to be furniOied with, who 
iees ¥oftry^zi it i^exercifid in Uafy/m the Jidl fomp 
and d^flay of its pageantry i and pradiiing all its 
arts and powers without Caution or Reserve. This 
fimtUtude of the Fopifh and Pagan Riligio»t Teemed fo 
evident and clear, and ftruck my im^mation £q for- 
cibly, that I £bon refblved to give myfelf the trouble 
of fearching to the bottom y and to explain and dc- 
jnonihrate the certainty of it, by 'comparing toge* 
ther the principal and moft obvious parts of each 
worfliip. 

The very firft thing that a Granger 
^enfe, muft necettarily take notice of, as foon 
as he enters their Churches, is the uCe 
•Sincenfi or perfames in their nUgicus offices: The 
6rft ftep, which be takes within the door, will be 
£ire to make him (cnfible ofiC^ bv the o&ace that 

he 



• Po|>ery and Paganifm, ^ 

4e win iminediacdy receive firom the fmell, as well 
as fmoke of this incenfty with ^which the whole 
church continues filled for iboie time after everj 
£bkmn £:rvice. A cuftom, received dire^j from 
Taganifmi and which pre^otly called to my- mind 
the old defcriptions of the Hmthm temples wad n^ 
tarsy which ate fekloin or never mentioned hf the 
smtmts without the epithet ei fnfumed or In- 
eei^ed iky 

In ibme of their frincipal Churches^ vvhete jom 
liave befimre vou, in one view» a ireat numUr vfnt" 
tars, and all of them fmoking at once with fteams 
^fincenfe, how natural is it to imagine one's ^If cranP 
ported into the temple rffome Heathen Jeitj^ or that 
m the Taphism Ventts defcribed by Vtrgd^ .£n.1. 410. 

•9-— XAi templum illk eentumque SaUe, &c. 

Her hundred ^tars- there with, garlands crown'd^ 
And richefl incenfe fmoking, breathe around 
Sweet odours, ^r. 

Under the Tagan Emperors, the ufe of incenfe for 
any purpofe of religion was thought fo contrary to 
4he obligations of ChrtftUnit^ that in their perfccu* 
tioos, the very method of trying and conviBing a 
Chriftian, was b^ reqmring lAm only, to^ throi^ tho 
Uafi grain of it mte the cenfir, or on the altar [/}. 

Under the Chrifiian Emperors, on the other hand, 
it was looked upon as a rite fo peculiarly heathenifh^ 
that the very places or hotrfes, where it could be proved 
to have been done, were by a law of Theodofius 
€onJifcated to the government [m}. 

In 

{k} Horn. J]. 4^. 148. Virg. Mn, 4. y. 453. Theocrit« 
id. fX 1^3. Homer. U. 6* 48. Virgil.i£n.4.T. ^^6. 0%id.. 

[/J Vid. Aft. Martyr. Nicandri, &c. apud Matall.. Ittr ItaK 
T. 1. Par. 2. p. 247. Durant. de Ri(H>» 1. I- c 9- lIieron» 
Oper. T. 4. Epift. ad HeUod. p. & 

[m] Jac. Qothof»^de Stat. Paganor«.ittb Chtlftkeu. loeqpst^ 
Jfig. 12. p. Jj» 
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In the #/i hsi^tlkfi. « ^hits ^fatlfiMri, where 
way UeAtbmJkenfSfi is repreieatcd, we never fail, to 
QMcrrtf i iiy m/kcnd bM^ii^ which wis al wars white, 
attendii^ on the priftfi^ whh t little d&i^ or ^x ia his 
hands* in which this Iwm^ was kept iofr the ufi ef 
th$ 0k0r Tnji And in the fame manner ftil], in the 
Clmnb if RuHf there is alwavs a Ap^ m fitrflig^, 
waitng on the frkji tt the mtsr with the faerecT 
uteniils, and« among the reCt^ the TburiMum or vegfl 
tfmciiif$9 which the fmfit with many ridiculous 
motions nnd croffii^ waires ieiFeral times, as it \» 
finokiiw, stronnd, and over the altar in different 
puts oTthe firvice. 

The next thtfig» that will of courfe 
HilfnMk .ftrifce one's imagtnttkm, i% their nie of 
Ur. Mf^wmer : For nobody ever goes in or 

out of a Ckarfkf bat is either ffrmkUd 
if fhi frlifir^vfho attends for that pnrpoie on fblemn 
dajs, or d& &Tvci himlelf with it from a veffel, 
ufuallj of marble, placed joft at the door, not unuke 
to one of our baf^fmal fonts. Now $his eerenw^ is 
fe notorioufly and dirediy tranfrnitted to them from 
fagsmfrnt that their nm wrktrs make not the leaft 
icruple to own it. The Jtfuh U drJa, in his notes 
•n a pafiage of Virfflt where this pra^Hce is men- 
tiooed, iays, Htnce was derrved the cuflcm if holy^ 
Churchy to frovido ftsrifying or Mj^ ^wator 0t the en" 
tpsmce ofthiir Chtirches (o}. Aqmtmmsmttm or jbrudnt 
iays the learned Mwufrsuon^ was a v^ of holy watert 
fUcod by the Hisuhens 0t tho oattrmsci of ihtir Tom* 
pUs^ toffrmkli themfolves with [j>^. The fame veflcl 
was by the Greeks called Hep/ppcu^nf lor } two of 
which, the one of goUk the other of filvor^ were 
given by Creefus to the Tomfltef Apolk) 0p Delphi [q] : 

And 

[ff] Via. MontfiiQe. Aa^* Ton. Sr Plate z$, 14, 2$*^ 
€hrid. TrilK 5. 5. 

Virg. JE»* 6. mjcr. ?M. Not. 

I Tid. MontCiuc. Anti^t. 7* a* Pt. 1^ I. 3. c; tf. £urlf» 
V. 96. 

lflHciodst-l*ir5i>Ckm. Ala.Stroai. I u 
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And the cuftom of fprinkling themfelves was fb ne* 
ccilary a part of all their religious offices, that the 
method of excommunication items to have been hy 
prohibiting to ofiefiders the approach and u(e of the 
W^ water fat [r]. The very compofitfon of this h- 
lymttervizs the fame alio among the Heathens, as k 
is now among the P^i/ls, being nothing more than a 
fmxture tffidt with cammm water [jQ r and the form 
of the ffrtnkUng'bruJht called by the antients ajfer-^ 
firittm or affergtltamy (which is much the fame with 
what the f^tlfit now make u& of) may be ieen in 
Sas'feUefst or antiewt ftft»j:,'Where-ever the infynim 
or embUms ef the Pagan pritfthwd are defcribedy of 
which it is generally. one It'], 

FUtina, in hislives of the PoptSf and other authors^ 
aicribe the inditutiAi of this hoij-water to Tofe Alex- 
amUr thifirjii who is faid to have lived about the year 
of Chrift 113: but it cbold not be introduced (6 early, 
fince for fome ages after, we Bad the frimitive fathers 
. i)>eakiog of it, as a cuftom purely biMthHafh^ and con- 
demnin|^itafl»»^MM#andif/«/?i»^/#. ytt/kn Martyr fky^ 
^ That it was invented bv daamons, in imitation* <^ 
*< the true baptifm fignined by the Prophets, rha 
" their votaries might alio have their pretended pori* 
*• ficatioRS by water [»]:* and the Emperor jiiiani 
out of fpite to the CkrljHans, ufed to order the viduals 
in the markets to beJprinkUdwith h^water, ot^poT'' 
pofe either to- ftarve, or force them to eat, what by 
their own> pnnciplcs they eileem polluted [jir]. 

Thvs we &e what contrary notions the Frtmitive 
and Eiem^ Chttreh have ef this ceremefiy : the firft 
condemns it as fufeffiitieus; abemiuabley and irrecen* 
eileable with CbrifikmU]^: the latter adopts it as high- 
ly 
Er] Vid.i£A:hia. Orat. cootri Ctefiphon. 5^* 
«J Durant.de Rit.l. i.e. 21. Tbeocrit. k^ 95* 
/J Vid. Montfiuc. Antiq. T. a. P. 1. 1. 3. c. 6. 



^.j . , ^ It may be 

feen on mfihter cdift o^ Julius Oeiar, as well as maty other Em' 
ferors. Ant. Agoftini difcorfo ibpn le Mcdaglie. 

~ ' Tuft. Mart. Apol. T..p.9r. Edit^l^rllb. 

Vid. H&fpiAiaii. 4e Oiig* Tcat'^ ^ ^ ^ ^V 
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fo^ Tie Conformity BePmteir 

\f id^mi iod sfftu»tU to the improvement oUhrlfti^ 
0m pii$y; tbe one looks upon it 9$ the ipiHrivMHCi 9f 
th Divil to dJMdf msuhmdi the other as the ficwity^ 
0f mmMid «gaiiift the Jihifims if tb^ DeviL But 
what is ftlU more ridiculous than even the urtrn^ 
kfdft if to ice their learned writers gravely reckoning 
«p the icveral virtues aod benefits, derived from the 
Vleof it» both to the foul and the body [vis and, to 
crown aU» prodiKing a long foU tfmiracltst to atteft 
the certainty of each virtue* which they a(cribe to 
il [&]• Why map we not then juftly apply to the 
mfiiUfmfU 0fK9mt, what wjs iaid by the Fnf of 
mM l9MUmf$h for the u6 of thk vtrj urmfyf 

Jh wmi0mf0fUis, &c. ^s} 

Ah, esQr Peek to tbfaik chat t whole Flood 
Of wittr ate eaa purge thfi Stain of Biood 1 

I do n^t at preOoc ncolieft whether the ^mkntr 
iwent |o 6fi as to aNjIy the ale of this Ufwmr to^ 
the portfyiog or Ueffiog tbtk bmrfu, t^ffu, md sf^er 
mitl%i or whether this be an improvement of meima 
Jtaiiif, which hMdedieauda^s«r^)^)lMMi/ peculiarly 
|o thir irrvice, called in their vulgar tooguage^ the 
At»iiMf#i^A#f^f which is always celebrated with 
Bioch iblcmnity in the month of fsmtmyi when aU 
the inhabitants of the city and neighboarfaood lend 
up tkiif Jlf$pftt, ajffs, (^. to the C9nv$in of 8r. jim^ 
M^, near Su Wuy. tin Gr^m^ where a friifl infiir^ 
fUet at the Church-door ffrmkUs with his bru(h all 
tbe4MK4Z^fiagly, as they are prefented to him, and 
receives from each owner a gratuity proportionable to 
his leal and ability [^]. Amongft the reft, I bad my 
own horfes Uefl^at the expeace^ about ^hian fene0 

of 

ij } Puraat -^ Rhib. J. x. c ait It- Ho^la. ibid. 
»r Durant. i^. 
^J Ovid. FA a,^ 
fl Komtiufdflriwwra, 4i««4^« R»mde*a|potU 
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•f (HIT nuMKjr I at well !• fttisfy oif cpwra cwrbfirf* 
ts to humour the coach-mtK> Who ww prf iilkled, ii. 
the commori people eenenlly ar«^ that IbiDe »{&• 
chance would befali them wiclMi the yeatf if they 
wanted the benefit of thia BmfMm. MdMUmh U 
grrtoe an acooaotof this fimdlies^ of Which he hapi» 
peoed tib to be ao' ey^wiCnefi* nukee no other rt* 
flcdaoQ upon k» than thitit feoaxni^ end mmfiud to 
him [cj. 

1 htre idet todced with finaeliiKtaof t pnaiicf, 
sot foreign totUt^ among the antieutai. of j^irMlMf 
.^har imjis iMfWM» le lAi CmctufmM Qmmu [/|4 
bat whether thia wai done ontof mfitftrlthmm ifhm^ 
of tnipiriflg tnjr virtues or porifyiii^ theoi for theft 
races, which were eftcemed iiarredy o» merely to re- 
fireih them n^er the Ttotence of ftuch an everci(e» hi 
«oC eafy to determine, ttifv ellowhig the Rmm^ 
frufis to hare taken the hmc from (bme Miufivrntf 
^ngimfin \ j9t thia however muA be granted them* 
that they alone were ctpalde of CUltitacing^ fo coarie 
and Ittrren a piece of fiiperftitio|i, into a reeenae {nH 
'€cieat for the maintenaaee of /•rM>4rJS§y Uk Mmh. 

No fooner is a man advanced t little 
forward into thehr Churtlm^ and begins Ijtmfsmi 
-to look about him, bor he witt find his momoj^ 
eyes and attenttoo attraded by a nnmber - v' . 

»of Umfs and «ex umdlH^ which are confiantly barf^ 
ing before the SMim and Jm^ga 0fiMrSttim». In 
$1\ the gnat CbMrcUestfUtafy.ilysMmMim [e], tktf 
Jfangnf Umfs atruerynltMr: a fight, which will not 
only furpriie a (h-anger by the novelty of ir» bot will 
furnilb him with another proof and example of the 
ree/bri7ii/y of the Romjh with th$ Tagttn vorjhifi hf 
recalling to hit memory many paflages of the ^iffk^ 
^mriten, where thdir ferfntul Ui»}s and iamu arc 

deibibed 



w 



Mabin. It. Ital. ^ 13& 
J Vid. RobenH EkA. a. ^. 
[ej MabiL It* ItaL ^ !$• 



1 1 Tie Conformity between 

dcfcribed u cooctauallir bmfiing before the Ahsrt and 
ftatuis rffhiir Deitks m. 

Her^doim tdls us of the J^ptidns, (who firft in- 
troduced the u&.ofligbtf or ismps into their temples) 
[^] that thej h9d$Lfam$usyiMrlyfiftiviU, called from 
the friacifsl €erimpwy of it, the lighting up efcanMis. 
C^]: but there's fcarce ij&f^iey«;|l>v«/ /i^ RtfWf, which 
might not lor the Qmc reaibn be called by the iame 
name. 

. The fntimikf wrktrs frequentlv expofe the folly 
and abiiirdity of this biMthim/b enfiom fi 1 : they light 
Up cttnMes U Gcdy fays LaBMUm^ Ms ifht lived in the 
4Mrk: Mddo not they deftrvt t$ pf^fs far maimmt -mhe^ 
$gtr lamps to the Author mnd Giver flight t 
- In the coUe^ons of oU infcriptions, we Snd manj 
inftances of presents and donations from private per- 
fbns, of lamps and candlefiicks to the temples and altars 
of their gods [k']2 a piece of seal, which continues ftill 
the fame in modern J(mne\ where each Church 
abounds vr'ixh lamps of map filvery and fometimes 
even of gold: the gi^s rfPrmes, and other pcrfbns of 
diftindiqn: and it is furprifing to fee, how great a 
number of this kind are perpetually burning before 
tUtars of their principal Saints, or miractdotss Images ^ 
as jSt. Antony of fadtia^ or the Lady of Loretioi as 
well as the vaft profiifion of wax candles, with which 
their Churches are illuminated on every great feftival: 
when the i^;^«/^ilr covered with gold and JUverf late, 
brought out of their treafuries, and ftuck full ot wax 
lights, difpqled in beautiful figures, looks more like 
the rich yw board of feme great prince, dreiled out for 
a feaA, than tm altar to pay divine worfbip at. 

But 



[/] Plin. Hift. Nat. 1. 34. 3. Qc. k Verr. a. Virg, ./En. 
4. 200. 

V] Clem. Alex. StFon. 1. 1. c. 16. 
b\ Hen>d. 1.2. LXII. Edit. Lond. 
ff Hofpin. deOrig. Templcr* 1* 2. 22. 
'0 Grut* Infc. 177. 3. 
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Iftuc i ftraftger will not be rtiorefur- 
j^rifeS tt the ilcmiber of Umfsy or Ofirings n 
«MMr ligh^s^ burning before their mltarsy Vothe gifts. 
thin at the number of offtrings, orvo- 
f^g^s, which are banging all aroadd them, in cdn« 
ieqnence of tmw/, made in the time of danger ; and 
Hi grttitudv! for deliversinces and cures, wrought in 
ficknefs or diftrefs : a pradice To common among tho 
Hrtuhens, that no one cnftom pf mittquhf is fo fre- 
quently mentioned by alhtheir writers; and matiy of 
their arighuU douMris, or votive tarings, are prefelrved 
to this day in the cdbmets of the ctfrUus; viz. imaget 
rfmitMl, ftmn, or cImv, as wtW 2$ legs, arms, and other 
fsrts 9f tin Mf^ which had formerly been hutig up 
in their tempkSf in teftifaiony ot feme divine ravor 
or cure tm&td by their tunUr Jehy in thiit parti- 
cular member [/]: but the moft common of dll of- 
firings were fUheresy rcprefcnting the 
ftiftory of the miraculous Vure or deli- r^rft^ ^c» 
teranee, voach&fed upon the vow of the tures. . 
dooor* 

NWKi Jkis, n$mvj fMcgtiirre mihi, 8cc. 

Now, goddeft^ help; for thou canft help beftow» 

As all thefe pidlures round thy altars ihow^. 

A friend of Blagorsss tht fhilo/bfher, calllcd the 
AtMftt hAyih^ found him once in a temple, as the ftory 
IS toJd by Cicera [iw], Tou, lays he, rtho think the 
Gods take ne wtice rfhtman affkhrsy do not you fee 
here hv this nstmber (f fiBures, hv» many feofle, fir 
fhefike of their verms, have beenfivtd in fiatms atfia^ 
afU get fafimii^ harbour f tks, Gijs Viageras, J fee hove 
it is'y fir thofe are never painted^ who happen to,b$ 
tb^ovned. The temples efJ^cttln^ut Were more eipe- 
cially rich in theie ofiFerings, which, Livy fays/cwcre 
the price and pay for the cures, tk^t he had vrroseghtfor 
the fide [»]; where they uAd ^IWtye to hang up, 
C ztki 

rn Vid. Mont&ttc. Andquit. T« ^, V, Xi ]• 4* d A* 5«^« 

S^TibuU. El. 1.3. 

[mj Glc ^«t. Dwr. 1. 3, *53i, 
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and expofe to common view, in tables of brafs or 
xnarble, a catalogue of all the miracuUus cures, which 
he had performed for his votaries [o] ; a remar^kable 
fragment oi one of thefe tables is ftill remaining and 
publiflicd in Gruterh [f] ColU^ions, having been 
ibund inthcTuinsof z f em fU of that Gfid, inth^iJknJ 
of the Tiber at Rome: upon which the learned Mont' 
faucon makes this reflexion s that in it are either ieen 
the wiles of the Devil, to deceive the credulous; or elfi 
the tricks of Pagan Priefts, fubormng men to counterfeit 
difeafes, and miraculous cures [^]. 

Now this piece of fuperftition had been found of 
old fb beneficial to the friefthood, that it could not fail 
of being taken into the. fcheme of the l^i»^ Worfhif: 
where it reigns at thi^day in as full height and vigor, 
as in the ages of Pagan Idolatry ^ and in (b grofs a 
manner^ as to give icandal and offence even to fbme 
of their own communion. Polydore Virgil, after hav- 
ing dej(cribed this praflice of the antients, '* In the 
" fime manner, fays he, do we now offer 
Votive " up in our Churches little images of wax j 
images, " and as oft as any part of the i^y is hurt, 
"as the hand or foot, (^c, we prcfcntly 
** mal^ a vow to God, or one of his Saints, to whom 
^ upon our recovery we make an offering of that 
^* hand or foot in wax : which cuflom is now come 
** to that extravagance, that we do the fame thing for 
« our cattle, which we do for ourfelves, and make 
*' offerings on account of our oxen, horfes^ (heep } 
*< where a icrupulous man will queftion, whether ia 
<* this we imitate the religion or the fuperftition of 
J* our anceftors [r]." 

Thq uUdr of St. Philif Neri fays Baronius [/],. 

" fliines 

M Stnibo,T^T. 515. 

\f\ Grater. Infcript. p. 71. £t Mont^iuc. Antiq. T. 2. P. x, 
t 4. c. 6. 

" ■ Ibid. 

Pol. Virg. dc Inr. Rer. I. 5. i. 

^ Baron. Ann. i. An. 57, p* 162, It. Aring. Rojn, Snbter. 
€• 1. 1. 30, iti !• $• 27. 
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•* (hincs with votive pidikurcs and images, the proofs 
** of as many miracles ; receiving every day the ad- 
•* ditional luftre of frefh offerings from thofe, who 
'* have been favoured with frefli benefits :" amongft 
whom the prcftnt ?of§ himfelf pays, as I -have been 
told, a yearly acknowledgment, for a miraculous de- 
liverance, that he obtained by the invocation of this 
Saint, when he had like to have periAied under the 
luins of a houfe overturned in an earth-ijuake. 

There is commonly Co great a number of thcfi of- 
firings hanging up in their Churches, that, inftead of 
adding any brauty, they often give offence, by cover-, 
ing or obftrufting the fight of fomething rhore valu- 
able and ornamental: which we find to have been the 
cafe likewife in the old heathen temples i where the 
Triejis were obliged fbmctimcs to take them down, 
for the obftrudlion, which they gave to the beauty* 
pf a fine pillar or altar [/]. For they coniift chiefly, 
as has been faid, of arms and legs, and little figur^s'^ 
of «#m/ or vaxt but efpecially fieces ef board paintec^/ 
ind fometimes indeed fiie fi^uros, defcribihg ttid; 
manner of the deliverance obtahied by the mhrtlcuUufS. 
inttrPifitton eftke &ifiir invoked : of which cferingf 
the PleJ/ed Virpn is fb fure always to carry o£F the 
greateft (hare, that it may truly be £iid of her, what 
Juvmal fays of the GMefs Ifi$^ whofe religion was 
at that time in the greateft vogue at ^rm^ that the 
faint ers get their livelihood Hit tf her. 

fOlores fdsn^eitablfihfapit 

As once to Jfis, now it may be (aid, 

That painters to the Virgin owe their bread. 

As oft as I have had the curiofity to look over thefe 

Donaria, or votive Offerings, h^an^ng round the Shrines 

of their Images^ and confider the.icvcral (lories of each, 

as they are either expTcfTed in paintiog, or related \n 

C. * writing, 

fr] Li?. 1. 40. 51, 
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writing, I h^ve always found tbem to be m«r# Ci^s^ 
or vtrbd tranfiatiomt of the originals of HMthimjm : 
for the vo» is often faid to hare been divinely inffirod^ 
or txfrofiy commandedi and the cure and deliverance 
to h^ve been wrought, either by the vifiblt affmritimo^^ 
tmd imff*€di0tt hand, of the tutelar Sautf, or by the qq<. 
lice of a. dream, or ibnie other miractdtu admonhion 
from heaven. " There can be no doubt, fay their 
** writers [«]• but that the images of our Saints oftei^ 
**' work fignal miracles, by procuring health to the 
'* infirn^» and appearing to ua often in dreams* to 
" fuggeft fomethingof great moment for our ftrvice." 
And what is all this, but a revival of the old im* 
ftfimr^f and a repetition of the ianoe old fioriis, of 
which the anting iMfcriftiont are full, with no other 
di&rence, than what the Tagans afcribed to the ima- 
ginary help of their Deitkj, the fapifis as foolifhly im- 
pudt tp the favor of their Saints ! As may be feen by 
t^ few inft^^nees, that I have fab^Qincd [w], out of 
the pr^ pk^tv, whvch all iookt of OMttqmies will 
f^rnith: an4 wnethec the reflejlioa of Father idonim^ 
f^tftmtlA tkc fagtimFri^ oKationed above, be m>^ 
i^ (he very &ms c^fe, at ^ftly appliobk tQ the Ro- 

mifi 

l«l DujDwt. 4b RimV 1. 1. C 5« 
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tni/h frkftsy I mud leave to the judgment of my 
reader. 

But the gifts and offerinss of the kind, that I have 
been ipeaking of, are the fruits only of vulgar 2ea]» 
and the presents of inferior people; whilft princes and 
great per funs, as it ufed to be of old [xl^ frequently 
make ^ris^j of large vejfels, lamfsi ^nd tvcxijafues 
of ma0filver ot goU^ vnthJUmmds, and all iorts of 
precious Jlon^s of incredible value i fo that the 
Church if Lontto is now become a Froverb UrettOf 
for its riches of this fort, juft as Apollo's 
TtmfU at Delphi was with the antients on the fame 
account. 

In the famed treafury of this Hok Houfi, one pajrt. 
ccnfiAs, as it did like wife among the Heathens^ of » 
wardrobe. For the very idols, as Tertsellian obfcives* 
ufid to be drejfed out in curious robes, of the choicefl 
ftuffsand fafhion [^]. While they were Ihewrag us 
therefore the great variety of rich habit.s with which 
that treafury abounds j fbme covered with precious 
fiones, others more curioufly embroidered by fuch ^ 
^ueefty or Princefs, tor the ufe of the mirxculous 
Image i I could not help recolle£fcing the pidure whicfai 
old Isomer dvivrsxif ^ueen Hecuba of Troy, proflrating 
berfelf before the miraculous Image of Pallas, with a 
prcfcnt of the richeft and befi wrought gowth, that fhe 
was miftrefs of. 

A gown fhe chofe, the befl and noblefl faiy 
Sparkling with rich embroid'ry, like a iter, cS^. * 

C 3 The 

And that thfs is the ftile alfo of votive Irifcriptions among thft 
Pttptfti. we fee by the following one in a Chnrch at Milan, 
. DiVAE. SAVINAE, &c. 
UVIA. EVPHEMIA. . IN 
ACERBO. STOMACHI. 
CRVCI ATV. OPEM NACTA» 
V.S. M. D. XL 
Xx} Liv. 1, 40. 37. 

f> J De Idololat. p. i x6, £ iit. lUgalTt 
»Al-?-a93« - 
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The menttos oiLoretto puts me m mind of the flii^ 
prize I WAS iq, at the firft fight of the ^0/j^ Jmoft r 
for its face is as bl^ck as a Negro's ; ^ that one would 
t9ke it rather for the reprefentation of a ?r«firfme, or 
i»fmuil Deu)i» thaos what thqr. impiouflj ftile it^ of 
the ^tin of Hea^m, But I fbon recdled^, that 
this verjrcircumfljsmce of its complexion, madia it but 
refemble the more exadly the old Idols ofFtigsnlfi»t 
which, in facred as welt as frofkne Writers, are de-. 
fcribed to be hltuk wUh the ferfetml fmoke tfUmfs 
findincenfe [xj. 

When a man is once.engaged in reflefttons of tht» 
kind, imagining himfclf in fomcHM/^^»rf;»^/», and- 
ex pefting as it were fbme facryUe^ or other fiece of 
htgatdfm, to enftie, he will noc be long in CaCpcnCe, 
before be fees the finilhing ad):» and laft fccne, of getmme^ 
Idolatry 9 in crouds of bigot votaries, proftrating thetn- 
fclvcs before fome Image o(wood or flonOf 
Jdolst or and paying divine honours to an Idol of 
imago- their own ere6biog. Should they (quab- 

Toorjhif, ble with us here about the meaning oC 
the word Idol, St. Jerom has determined 
it to the very cafe inqueftion, telling us, that by Uols 
are, to be underfiood the Images of the Dead {a] : and the 
vorfhtpfers offuch Images are ufcd always, in the JlHo 
of the Fatherst as terms f^nonymous and equivalent to 
Heathens or Pagans L^]. 

As to the pra^iiee itfdf, it was condemned by ma- 
ny of the wUka Heathens, and for ieveral ages, even 
iii Fag0i Ramop was thought impious and dctedal^le: 
for Numa, we find, prohibited it to the old Romansy 
nor would fu£EcF any Images in their Temples: which 
contoutioo they obierved religioufly, fays Htitarch [c], 
for the firft hundre4 and foventy years of the city. But 
as Image-worflnp was thought abonatnable even by 

fome 

[»] Banich. vi. 19^ xu Arnob. 1. 6. 

I tf J Hier. Com. in lia. c. xzxviL 
h] Pamphili ApoL pOL Ori^ vid. Hiecoo, Op. Tonv 5p P* 
. Ed. Par. 
r] Vid. PIttUr, in Vit, Num. p. 65. C, 
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tom9VM§mkfnwn^ (o fa^ fivne of tht <:ltf'{/2f«» 2«i-^ 
fitms it w« forbidden on pato of dfacli \i\ *• not be> 
caifit thcfe Jjwiyu were tbe repre&at«tt099of I>4inM#» 
orfdlftGotk, but bacaufSrtbeji were v4i«y^i^M^ZMik 
tbe mrlr tfmmn kamlf, and fe» tb«t reaioii nawonby 
of anj hoooc : and aQ efa« ioihocee aod ovet ^'aA« of., 
itich wor(ht{H defi:i:^)cd end coadeiuncd by theiii» ar# 
exadiy tbe ^me wich wbat tbt Vsfifij praif^ife at 
tbis day^ viz. Ugfttmg up €09idlesi Wnsiy int^u/g^ 
hmnging uf giudmdu &^ ts n^y be feeo lA tbe //laa 
tfi'Snodt^ before^ mentioned f wbicb coofiToktes that 
htifB or Umttf wh»§ anf fitck ^ rfGtmAetfufgf^im. 
had bem eommmtd M. . Tbeie Priiicef> wbo wero 
influenced, we mvf luppofe, in tbeir conftitutiona of 
tbis ibrt, by theadviceof tbeir bifliofia* did not tbiafe 
ImgaMifin aboii(bed« tiU febo ajfimtkm rf Xwm^m wa» 
utterly extirpated ; whicb waa teckoned always tbe 
frmcifal of thofe GentiU Rites, that, agrceaUjt to the 
leoA- of tbe funft a^»s efckrt/iimi^» are never men- 
tioned in tbe impirlid Impg^ wttbout the epitbeta of 

What .opinion then can wo have of tbe preieot prac« 
tice of the dnaftk- rf Rana, but tbat» by a change onlf 
of nmmii they have found, mems to retain tbe tidng s, 
andf by fubft^tuting tbeir Smts iq the place of the old 
Vemii^odsj have but £et npJdfils of their «aw, indeed of 
thofe of their ferefukeri} In which it is bard to iay, 
whether their afTurance, or their addreiv is more to 
be admired, wbo have the face to make that the prtn« 
cipal ^utofCUmpMmmorJhif, which thtJSrftChriJlijm$ 
kx>k6d upon as the roa& criminal part even of P^m 
gtmip»\ and have foqnd means to exrrad gain, am) 
grtrat revenues, out of a pradtice^ which in frimitivt 
f/MMi would have coft a maa both life and efttte. 

But our notion of the IdnVUff. of mnktm Bomo will 
be much bdecbened ftill and confirmed* at oft as we 

fiil- 

{d} Vi^. CMicC Coeament* ^ ftatn Pagap, (ub Cbrifiaan, 
Ifopetatorib. Leg. 6. p. 7. 
* m Ibid. Leg. iju p. 15^ 
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follow them ifito thofe Temples, and ro thofe rtrf^- 
uthars, which were barlt originally by their Heathen 
uncefters, the old Romans, to the honour of their Pa'- 
gan Deities $ where vie (hall hardly fee any other al** 
teration, than they^»fe of (omtold Hfr^ filled by th« 
meaner ftarue of fome motUrn Saint: nay, they have 
not always, as I am well intbrmed, giiren thcmielves 
the trouble of making e?eo this change, but hive been 
content fometimes to take up with the old Image^, 
joft as they found it j after' baftix^ng it only, as it 
were, or confecrating it anew, by the impoficion oi 
a ChriJHan name. This thnr antiquaries do not fcru- 
ple to put ftrangers in niind of, in ihewing their 
Churches j and it was, I think, in that oi St; ^nes,.^ 
where they (hewed me an antique ftatue of a yung 
B^^ri&ii/, which with a new name, and fbme little 
change of drapery, ftands now worihipped under the 
title of ^'female Saint. 

Tully reproaches Clodius, for having publicly dedi* 
cased the ftatue of a common ftrumfet, under the name 
and title of the GodJefs Liberty: a pradice, fltli fre**. 
Guent with the frefent Romans, who have fcarce a 
fine image or figure of a female Saint, which is not 
iaid to have been defigned originally by the fculftor or 
fainter, for the reprefentation of his own miftrefir 
and who dares, may we fay ironically with the old 
Roman, [/] to violate fuch a Goddefs as thisi the ft a^ 
tue of a whoret 

The noble ft Heathen Temple now remaining in the 
World, is the Fantheon or Rotunda ; which, as the 
infcription over the portico informs us, having 
been imfiouflji dedicated of old by Agrippa to Jove and 
all the Gods, was pioufy reconfecrated by Tope Boni- 
face the fourth, to the tleffed Virgin and all the Saints^ 
With this iingle alteration, it ferves as exadlly for all 
the purpofes of the Popi/b, as it did for the Pagan 
worjhip, for which it was built. For as, in the old 
Temple, CYcry one might find the God of his country, 

and 
1/2 Cic. proDcin,43^ 
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and addrefs himi^lf (o that Deity^ whofe reHgicHi h« 
was moft devoted toj ib it i$ the iame thiqg aowi 
every one cbuies the ^«^ra» whom he likes ^ft i 
aod one may bt hfTQ iSfirtu^ firvictj going on at. 
the ia«ie time at Sgifnm ^ar^ with di^S coih 
grfgations ground tbem. juft as the iodinattona of 
the people lead; tihem, to tj^e worQiip of dii& or that 
particular Saint. 

Aad what better ti^le can th« nm Ikmg&ds (hew^ 
to the adoratioo now paid to tiiem, than the old 
MVi, whofe (hrine^ they have ufiirped? Qr how 
comes it to be kfa ciinUnal to worflnf im^gu ere^ed 
b^ the ?o^, than tbc6 which ^iftf^t or tbar> 
which NrntcbadBixxfir &% np ? If there be any re4 
df£FereQce» mod pcopie« I dare £iy, will be apt to 
deter mine in favour ol X\kt old foff^firs : For thoft 
iforois ofatttiquky were raiied up into Gods^ 9ad re* 
ceived 4viM hpnamrs^ for ibme >%»•/ bmtfiH^ oi 
which they bad bet » th^ si^ifor* to maokifid i u tho 
IwMMi^A if iirtf 0mlfiimoH or of f<metbi«8 bigjUf 
ufidULaad oecftftry to lil<9 b}: vv^mre^ it ia cwom 
that ma«y of thie R^gk sMftu were^«4«fr heard 06. 
biu in thdur ows ^mi^, or fifMon* kiJMos^ and 
tvany flMre» Mtail oi aay ferf^ceadoAe to maaktod,, 
oi¥o aU the hoMMira wuw^ paid to ehdou to theit . 
vkos^Qf^okoma^i who& aaeriK^ lihe $lmofDtf 
naetriua m tkoi Ji^ [h]^ wa their akiO of raifing rah 
bellioiia io delc«ee of 4i4» /M aeid throwiQg kimidoiiii. 
ittto convulfions for the fake of ibme gMsapil im» 
foftaro. 

And as it is in the Pantheon^ it is jud the iam^ in 
all the other Ht^thm X^mfUs, that ftiU rcoaain tn 
Aome ; they h^e only polled down ono Idol, to ftt 
up anothor j and cban^ rather the naroca than the 
objea^ of tbcv woffvip. Thus the little Tomflo if 
Vefta, near the 2l^ir> mentioned: by Hmme [i], it 

now 
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now poflcfltfd by the Madoma of th$ Sun [k] j th»t 
of Fortune Virilis, by Maty the Egyptian [/]j that of 
Saturn [it?], (where the public treafure wais anricntly 
kept) by*Sr. Adrian; that of Romulus aifd Remus in 
the Via Sacra, by two orher brothers, Cofmas and 
Damianus [»] ; that of Antomno the Godly, by I/rjif« 
r*w« the' Saint [a] : But for my part, I fliould fooner 
be tempted, to proftrate inyfelf before the ftatue of 
a Romulus, or an Antonine^ than that of a Laurence^. - 
or a Damian ; and give divine honours rather With 
Tagan Rome, to the founders of empires, than with 
Ptf/>^ Rome, to the founders of monafteries. 

At the foot of Aid«»^ Falatinjt, in the way between 
the Foriv;» and Circus Maximusi on the very fpot, 
where Romulus was believed to have been fuckted 
by the wolt, there ftands another little round Temple, 
dedicated to him in the early times of the republic, 
into which, for the prefent elevation of the foil with- 
<Rit, We now defcend by a great number of (leps. 
Ptem the tradition of the wonderful efcape, which 
jimndus had in^this very place, when ezpofed in his 
infancy to periih in the Jiher% «8 fbon as he came 
t6'be a God, he was looked upon as fingularly pro* 
pitiotts to the health and Afety of young children: 
hem' which notion, it becvme a pradrice for nurfet 
and mothers, to prefcnt x\it\T Jkklj infants before his 
(fa)rine in this little Temple [ p], in confidence of & 
dire or 'relief by his favour. Now, when this Temple 

was 

r>] Rom. Mod. Giorn. s. Rione de Ripa, 5* 
t/J Ibia. 4*' 
. Im] lb. Oior. 5. Rwne dt Campitelli, 15. 

[«] Urbanus VIII. Pont. Max. Tcmplum Geminii 
UrHs Conditoribus Supcrfthiosi dicatum 
A Felice IIII. S. S. 06fmx'$c Damiano Fratribui 
- Pii OoftfecTatum, Vetuftat^ Labefaaatum 
In fplendidiorem Formam Redegit 
Ann. Sal. M.DC.XXX1II. 

roJIMd. 16. 

Rom. Modbma, Giomato ada, c. 36. Rione di Ki^ 
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was converted afterwards into a Church; left any 
piece of fuperftition (hould be loft* ol- the people thi.ni; 
themfelves fu£Ferers by the change, in lofing the be- 
nefit of fuch a protedtion for their children; care 
was taken to find our, in the place of the HiMfhen 
CpJ, a Chriftian SMtnt^ who had been expofed too in 
his infancy, and found by chance like Romulus ; and 
for the fame reafbn, m^ght he prefumed to be juft^ 
as fond of children, as t^ir M Ditty had been : and 
thus the worlhip paid to Romulus, being now trani^ 
fenred to JheoJorus^ the old fiiperftition ftill fubfifts, 
and the cuftom of prefcntins children at rib/i /Sriffi 
continues to this day without mtermiflion; of which 
I myiclf have been a witncfs, having fccn, as oft ai 
I looked into this Church, ten or a dozen women 
decenrly drefled, each with u child in her lap, fitting 
with filent reverence before the ahar of the Saint; 
In expectation of his miraculous tnfimco on the 
health of the infant./ 

In confccrating thcfc Heatheri Temples to the Popifli 
worfliip, that the change might be the Icfs ofiFcnRve, 
and the old fuperftition as little (hocked as pofiible, 
they generally obfcrvcd fbme rcfemblance of quality 
and charadter in the Saint, whom they fubftituicd to 
the old Deity: " Ifj in converting the profane wor- 
•• (hip of the Gentiles (fays the Defiriber of moderd 
*« Rome Iq]) ^^ ^^^ P^^^ ^^^ facrcd worfhip of the 
** Church, the faithful ufe to follow fbme -rule and 
" proportion, they have certainly hit upon it here, 
•• in dedicating to the Madonna, or holy Virgin, the 
** Temple formerly (acred to the Bona Dea, or Good 
^ Goddcfs." But they have more frccjucntly on tbefe 
occafions had regard rather to-^ Jimtlitude of name 
bet we. n the old and new IdoU Thus in a place for- 
merly facred to Afpllo, there now (lands the Chttrch 
cf Afollinaris y built there, as they tell us [r], that 
the profane name of that Deity might be converted 

intct 

1 

Rom. Mod. Gior« a, Rion. di Ripa, lo* 
Il»d.Cior3. ai* 
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teb thtgkthm lutmi'tfihkm&tyr: And whcffcthiere 
Mtkntly ftood a Temple cf M^frs', thcj hcvc tr^Etcd 
1 eimnh to ManbMt with thift iiir<rriptioa: 

Mmrhrn ^efiMs vkgo hCitHhm e0rmtm^ 
BJeBo bine MmrHs nmr^ue, tkmfhi mm, 

UM9S hcBce fxpcfi'd} Al^iffMMj martvr'd naid, 
ClaioM nov? the wti>irAip« which toMw wai ptid> 

In asocbcr place, I ha?e taken notice of m AUmt 
frtStcd to ^tJBMtiie [s] -, and, in their ftories of theit 
Samsi have obiq;ved the names of ^mrmus, Ejemur- 
fs c^ ReJwfpfa, Conterdm^ Nymphat Mercurim [0* 
which* though they naajr, for any thing that I 
know, have been the genuine names oiChrtfiUn Mar- 
^, yet cannot Wt give occafion to ililped, that 
itome of them at leaft have been formed out of a 
corruption of the old names \ and that the adding of 
' a modern terminatioui or ItAlianizing the old mtme 
of a T>eityy has given exiftence to fome of their pre* 
lent Sfdnts : Thus the corruption of the word SornBe 
(the old name of a mountain mentioned by HeraceXf*'\i 
in fight of Atfinej has, according to Mr. JUdi/ony added 
one Saint to the Renum Calendar} being now fofren- 
cd, [x] hecauft k kegins whh an S, into St.Orefie\ in 
whole honour a roonaflery is founded on the place ; 
a chaise very natural, if we confidcr that the title 
rf Saint is never written by the Italians at length, 
but exprefled commonly by the fingie letter S, aa 
S, OraBe i And thus this holy Mountain (bnds now 
under the procedion of a Tatron^ whofe being and 
power is juii as imaginary, aa that of its old guardian 
JifoUo. 

Stmai oifiei SeraSis AfoUe. Vh'..i£& p. 

V No 
. Gior. 6. 37. 

Armgh. Rom. Subter. !• 2. 21. 1. 3. I2. 1. 4, iS, 22. 
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No fufpicion of this kind will appear eztra^eant 
to thofe> who are at all acquainted with the HijUry 
ifPoferyi which abounds with infbnces df the groflcft 
tbrgeries both of Saints and Riliqtus, which, to the 
icandal of many even among theroicJves j[^] . have 
been impoied for genuine on the poor ignorant pcoploc- 
It is certain, that» in the earlier ages of Chriftiaaity, 
the Chriftiauf often made free with the fefuUhrai 
fiones (f Heathen monumtnts, which, being ready cut 
to their hands, they converted to their own mQ:; 
and, turning downwards the fide, on which the old 
gpitaph was engraved, ufed either to in^ribe a new 
one on the other fide, or leave it perhaps without 
any infcripthn at all, as xhey are often found in the 
Catscomis tfRomi [%]. Now this one cuftom has 
frequently been the occaiion of afcribing Martyrdon^ 
and Samfluf to perfbns and names of mere Paj^^ns. 
. MahilLm gives a remarkable in (lance of it in an oU 
ftone, found on the grave o( i dfri/HAn, with this ia^ 
fcripcion [«]. 

D. M. 

IVLIA EVODIA 

FILIA FECIT. 

MATRI. 

And becauie in the £ime grave there was found likc^ 
wife a gUfi vmI, or Ucrymatoij veffel, tinged witk 
a reddiili colour, which they call SlooJ, and look up- 
on as a certain proof of martyrdom [^] this Jtdia 
EvoJia, though undoubtedly a Heathen, was prcKtttly 
adopted both for Saint and Martyr, on the authority 
of an iftfcriftion, that appears evidently to have been 
one of thofe above-mentioned, and borrowed from 
a heathen Sepulchre. But whatever the partv there 
buried might have been, whether Heathm or (Ariftiani 
D it 

ijrl Mabill. Iter Ital. p. aiS- 
xA Ariogh. Rom. Subt. 1. |. c, a2f 
a} Vid. MabUl. ibid. 
b\ Mont. Diar. It. p, ixB* 
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it is certain, however, that it could not be Evodia 
herfilf, but her mother only, whofe name is not there 
fignlfied. 

The fame author mentions fome origmal fspers, 
which he found in the B4r6arine iJ^ary, giving a 
pleafant account of a negotiation between the Spa» 
mtirds and Voft Urban the Vlllch, inrelation to this 
very fubjcft [c]. The Spaniards, it fcems, have a 
Saint, held in great reverence in fome parts of Spain, 
called Vtan for the farther encouragement of whofe 
worfliip, they folicitcd the Fope to grant fome fpe- 
(ial indulgences to his altars; and, upon the Pope*s de- 
liring to be better acquainted firft with his charader, 
and the proofs, which they "had of his faint/hip, thcj 
produced a fiane with thefe antique letters S.VIAR. 
which the antiquaries readily faw to be a fmali frag- 
ment of fome old Reman Infcription, in memory of 
one, who had been Vrafe^ttS, Vlk^um, or overfeer 
of the highways. 

But we have in England an inftance ftill more ri- 
diculous, of a jUlUious faint/hip, in the cafe of a cer- 
tain Saint, called Amphiboius \ who» according to our 
Idonkijh Hiftorians, was Bijhop dfthe ijle cf Man, and 
fell(r» Martyr and Difciple of St. Alban ; yet the learned 
Bijlsop Ujher has given good reafons to convince us, 
that he owes thehonourpf hisy^»^yZ^/^,toamiftaken 
paflage in the old aBs or legends of St. Alban [</] : 
vrhere the Asnphibolus mentioned, and fince reverenced 
as a Saint and Martyr, was nothing more than the 
cloak, which Alban happened to have, at the time of 
his execution,* being a word derived from the Greek, 
and fignifying a rough Jhaggy cloak, which ecclefiafti. 
cal perfons ufually wore in that age. 

They prctcrd to (hew us here at Rome, two orU 
ginal imprejfms of our Saviour's face, on two dffcrcnt 

hand^ 

W Y;i' Mabm. Iter Ital. p, 145. 
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handkerchiefs j the one, ftnt a prefcnt by bimfelf to 
Abgarus Frince §f Edejfa^ who by letter bad defired 
a pidure of him j the other, given by, him at the 
time of his executions, to a Saints or holy woman, 
named Veronica^ upon a handkerchief, which ihe had 
lent him to wipe his face on that occafion : both 
which handkerchiefs are ftill preferved, as they affirm, 
and now kept with the utmoft reverence ; the firft 
In St. Sylvefier's Church ; the fecond in Sf, Peter's -, 
where, m honour of thisfacred reliqtee, there is a fine 
altar built by Pope Urban the Vlllth, with the f^atuc 
of Veronica her&lf, with the following tnfcription [«}• 

SALVATORIS IMAGINEM VERONICA 

SUDARIO EXCEPTAM 

VT LOCI MAIESTAS DECENTER 

CVSTODIRET URBANVS VIlI. 

PONT. MAX. 

MARMOREVM SIGNVM 

ET ALTARE ADDIDIT CONDITORll/M 

EXTRVXIT ET ORNAVIT. 

There is a prayer in their books of offices, or- 
dered by the rubric, to be addrefled to this Aicred 
and miraculous pidhire, in the following terms. 
•^ConJu^ MSi O thoH buffed figure, to our f refer home^ 
where we may behold the pure face of Chrift [/ ] 

But not with (land -ng thtf auihonry ot thii Pope, 
ani his tnfcription, mis VERONICA, as one of the f 
b-ft authors has (hewn [■]. like Amph'tbolus beforc- 
mcncioned, was not any real ferfon, but the niro^ 
given to the pi^ure iifelf by the old writers , who 
mention itj being formed by b!undeiing and con- 
founding the words VERA ICON, or true image, 
the title infcribcd perhaps, or given originally to the 
handkerchief, by the firft contrivers of the impofture. 
D z. Thcfc 

M Vid. Aringh. Rom. Subtcrran, Tom. i. p. 453. 

[/ 1 See Con&rm. oi Ant. and Modern Ceremonies^ p» i ^ 
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Thefe ftorics however, as fabulous and cbildiib as 
tbcy appear to men of Anfe, are yet urged by grave 
authors in defence of their tmage-worflnpi as certain 
proofs of its divine origin^ and fufficient to confound 
aSl the impious opfofers of it [^]. 

I (hall add nothing more on this article, than that 
whatever worfhip was paid by the antients to theih 
hdroes or inferior deittes, the Romanes now pay the 
fame to their Saints and Martyrs ; as their own in' 
frript'ions plainly declare } which, like thofe mention- 
ed above of St. Martina^ and the Pantheon, generally 
figoify that the " honours, which of old had been 
•« impioufly given in that place to the falfe God, arc 
** now pioufly and rightly transferred to the Chri- 
<* ftian Saint :" or as one of their celebrated foets ex- 
preiTes hrmfelf in regard to St. George i 

Ut Martem Latii, JU not To, 2)h/# Georgi, 
Hun^ cotimus^ ^e, Mantuan. 

As Mars our Fathers once adorM, fo no9 

To Thee, O George^ wc humbly proftrate bow. 

And cvcry-where through Italy, one fees their 
facred in/eriftions fpeaking tiic pure language of P4- 
ganifm, and afcribing the fame Towers, CharaBers^ 
and Attribtaes, to their Saints, which had formerly 
been afcribed to the Heathen Gods} as the few here 
exhibited will evince. 

[b'] Aringh. Rom^ fiibt. T* a* I. 5. c. 4, Rom. Mod. Glor* 
Rtoo, di Bor. 
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'Boldvnim cenfures the author of the !afl infer ip^ 
I'on, for the abfurdjty of patting the Saints hfort 
GadJNmfeifi and imitating too clofeiy the antitnt \t^^ 
fcription, which I have fct agiinil it, where the 
lame impropp^tty \s committed inxegard toJufUtr* 
D J As 

fi'] Vid. BbHbnJi EpijBraph'ca, p. 439. It. p. 348; It. p, 
422. It. 649. 

[*] Orater. Corp. Infcript. p. 50. It. Cic. Or. pro Le^ 
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As to that celebrated 4^ of Ufifh IdeUurf,Hne 
jUoratkn of the Hofi i I muft confefs, 
'Adoration that I cannot find the Icaft reiemblaace 
ofthiHeft. of it in anj part of the fAgan worjhip: 
■ and as oft as I have been ftanding by at 
Map, and ieen the whole congregation proftrate on 
the ground, in the humbleft pofture of adoringi at 
the elivaticn tfthis confecrMted piece of hreadi I could 
not help reflc6:ine on a pallage of ThUj, where 
fpeaking of ,the aofurJity of the Heathens in the 
choice of their Gods, " But was any man, fays he^ 
** ever £o mad, as to take that which he feeds upon* 
«« for a God [^]?" This was an extravagance re- 
ferved for fofery alone; and what an old Roman cqmW 
not but think too grofs, even for Egyptian Idolatry 
to fwallow, is now become the principal part of 
Toorfijip, and the'diftinguifliing Article of Faith, in 
the Creed of modem Rome. 

But therr temples arc not the only places where 
we fee the proots and overt*ad^s of iht'xr fuperjiition : 
the whole face of the country has the viiible cha- 
raBers of Taganifm upon it i and wherc-evcr we look 
about us, we cannot but find, as St. ?aul did in 
Athens {m'\, clear evidence of its being pofTeiTed by a 
fuferjlitious and idolatrous peiople. 

The old Romans, we know, had their Gods, who 
prefided peculiarly over the roads, fireets, 
lELural and high- ways, called Viales, Semitales^ 

Jhrin^s. Compttales : whofe little temples or altars 
decked with flowers, or whofe Jiatues 
ttC leafl: coarfly carved of wood or flone, were placed 
«t convenient diftances in the public ways, for the 
benefit of travellers, who ufed to ftep afide to pay 
their devotions to thefe rtiral Shrines, and beer ft 
profperous journey and fafety in their travels [/]. 
'Now this cuftom prevails flill fo generally in all 

?opijh 
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fc^fl) cnmtms, but efpecially in Ittdjy that one caiix 
fi:e no other difiFerence between the old and frifrnt 
fuftrftitiony than- that of changing the name of the 
Dtity^ and chriftening as it were the old Hecati in trU 
H/iis, by the new name of Maria in trivioi by which 
title, 1 ha?c obferrcd one of their Churches dedicated 
in this city [p] : and as the Heathens ufed to paint 
oyer the ordinary Statuts of their Gods with red or 
fome fuch gay colour [fj' ^^ ' ^^^^ ^^^ obfcrted 
the coarfc Images of thefe Saints ib daubed over with 
a gaudy red, as to refemble exadlly the description 
of the God fan in Virgil^ Eclog. X. 

Sanguineis ebtdi baeeis rrnnioque r$i6ennm. 

[The procefs, as it may be called, of Idol-making« 
tnd Idol-worihip, is as beautiixilly ^t forth, as finely 
ridiculed, in the book of nydomy chap. xiii. ver. 1 1. 
'to 19. " Now a carpenter, [or timbertwright'] after 
«* he hath fawn down a tree meet for the purpofc, 
*< and taken off all the bark skilfully round about, 
" and hath wrought it haodfomely, and made a 
•« vcflcl thereof fit*or the fcrvice of man's life 5 and, 
** after fpending the refufc [or Mp'j of his work to 
'* drcfs hts meat, hath filled himfelti and taking the 
" very refiife among tho(e which lervcd to do ufe, 
" (being a crooked piece of wood, and full of knots) 
<* hath carved it diligently, when he had nothing 
*' elfc to do, and formed it by the skill of his un« 
** derftanding, and fafhioned it to the image of a 
" manj or made it like fonrc vile beaft, laying it over 
^ with vermilion, and with paint, colouring it red, 
** and covering every fpot therein ^ and when he 
** bad made a convenient room for it, fet it in a 
** wall, and made it faft with iron ^ for he provided 
«' for it, that it might not tall, knowing that it was 

" unable 

inoderii.>Gior. Rion. di Coloiuia, c».ii. 
PUa. Hift. N. 1. 35* »» Ibid* 1. 33* 7. It. Pau^tiu 
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** unable to help kfdf (for it is aD image, and hath 
** need of help); then maketh heprajer tor htsgoods^ 
*' for his wife and children, and is not afhamed to 
** fpeak to that which hath no life. For healti^ he 
** calleth upon that which is weak: for life, prayetb 
«* to that which is dead : for aid, humbly befeechetb 
** that which hath leaft means to help i and for a 
^ good journey, he askcth of that which cannot 
** Kt a foot forward : and for gainii^ and getting, 
<* and for good fuccefs of his hands, asketh ability 
^ to do, of him chat is moft unable to do any 
^ thing." 

The fame writer finely obfcrvcs, that fuch of the 
-heathens as worfhipped the great juminarics of hea- 
ven, although blameable, that they could not, thro* 
the works of God, fee the firft Author of beauty who 
treated them ; yet are they lefs culpable, than thoic 
who m dead things placed their hope; who called them 
godsy which are the works of mens hands, c. xiii. ver. i o. 
For that which is made with hands (c. xiv. ▼. 8.) is 
jttirfedy as well as he that made it: he, hecaufe he 
tnade it i and it, beeauftt being corruptible^ it was called 
God.'^'^bcing fumbling' blocks Iwar. ii.) to the fouls 
of men, and afnare to the feet of the unwife. Tor the 
ievifing ef Idols was the beginning 0} fpiritual fornix 
eation $ and the inventions of them, the corruption of 
i^f. But to return :] 

In pading alcmg tne road, it is common to fee tra- 
?ellerson their knees before thcfc ruftic altars-, which 
none ever prefume to approach without fome adt of 
f evcrence y and thofe, who are mod in hade, or at 
a diftance, are Aire to pull of£ their ha&s at leaft, in 
token of refpeA : and 1 took notice, that our podi- 
Irons fifed to look back upon us, to («e how we be- 
Jiaved on fuch occafions, and fcemed furpriled at our 
paffing fo negligently before {^ccs efteemed forfacrcd. 
But bcfides thcfc Images and Altars^ 
Moods* there are frequently eieded on the road' 

hugp 
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kuge t^Qoim croffes [oH, drcfled out with flowfrs, 
and hung round with the trifling ofierings of the 
country- pcopfc} which always put me in mmd of 
the ffifirfthicms ventra^cn, which the Heathens ufed 
to pay to feme old trmnks of trets, or pofh, fet up in 
the highways, which they held ySrrrf J [r], or of that 
vfneraili Oak in Ovid [j], covered with garlands, and 
votiv$ offerings : 

Stabat in his mgens, 8cc. 

Revrend with age, t ftately Oak there ftood, 
Itt branches wtocjy ftretch'd, itielf a wood. 
With ribbands, garlands, pidtxres, cover'd o'er. 
The fruits of pious vows from rich, and poor.; 

7hfs defcription of the Fagan Oak puts me in 
mind of a ftbry, that I hare met with here, of a 
Topiflt Oak rery like it$ t/ix. how a certain, perfbn, 
devoted to the woHhip of the Vkghts hung up a 
fiBmi rfherinta Oak^ that he had in bis vbeyard, 
which grew £b famous for hs miracles, that the Oak 
ftfon b^ame covered with vefive cffermp, and rich 
frtfents from difhnt countries, fo as t6 mraifh a fimd 
at lift for the building of a great Chnrch to the mha^ 
culoMs figure \ which now (lands dedicated in this 
city, under the title of 5/. Mary of the Oak [r]. 

But what gave me ^flill the greater notion of the, 
(uperdition of thefe countries, was to fee thofe Uttlo 
Oratories, or rural Shrines, fbmetimcs placed under 
the cover of a tree or groves agreeably to the defcrip- 
tions of the old idolatry, in the facred, as well as frd- 
fane writers [«] i or more generally raifcd on fome 
eminence, or, in the fhrafe of Scripture, on high places i 

the 
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the conftant fcene of idolatrous worjhip in all ages; it 
being an univ^crf^l opinion among the Heathenst tbae 
the Gods in a peculiar manner loved to refide od 
$mmencis or tops ofmotrntMns [w] : which Tagan no^ 
tion prevails fliil lo generally with the fafiftst that 
there is hardly a rock or freciftco, bow dreadful or 
difficult foever of accefs, that has not an Oratory^ or 
Altar i or Crucifix at leaft, planted on the tof of it. 

Among the rugged mountains of the Alps in Savoy^ 
very near to a licue town called Modana^ there (lands 
on the top of a rock, a chapel, with a miraculous Image 
of 0i»r L/i^, which is vilited with great devotion by 
the people, and fometimes, we were told, by the ISJng 
himfelfy being famous, it feems, for a miracle of a 
fingular kind, {viz,,') the reftoring oi dead-horn cknldreft 
to life-y but fo far only, as to make them capable of 
Mapfifm, after which they again expire; and our 
landlord affured me, that there was daily proof of the 
truth of this miracle, in children brought from all 
quarters to be prefcnted before this Shrine ; who ne- 
ver failed to (hew manifeft tokens of life, \>j fir etching 
$ut their arms, or opening their eyes, or even ibmew' 
times making water, whilft they were held by the 
tVicSt in preiirnce of the Image. All which appeared 
lb ridiculous to a French gentleman, who was with 
me ac the place, but had not heard the flory froaa 
our landlord, that he looked upon it as a banter or 
B6k\on of my own, till I brought him to my author, 
who with his wife, as well as our voicurins, very 
ferioufly teflified the truth of it; and added farther, 
that, wnen the French army paflcd that way in the 
laft war, they were fo impous, as to throw down 
ibisfacred Image to the bottom of a vaft precipice 
bard by it, which, though ol wood ohly, was found 
fcrlow' entire and unhurt by the fall, and fo replaced 
in its shrine, with greater honour than ever, by the 
tttcftation pf this new miracle. 

On the top of Mount Senis, the highcft mountain 

t*'] II. «. 50, Cic. pro MiU 
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#f tKe^/^/, in the fame paflagc ofSavov, covered with 
perpetuai fnow, they have another Chapel, in which 
they perform divine iervice once a year, intheAfi0»/^ 
ifAHgufl\ and fometimes, as our guides informed U9» 
to the deftrudlion of the whole congregation, by the 
accident of a fudden tempeft in a place ib elevated 
and expofed. And this furely comes up to the de- 
icription of that worftiip, which the Jews were com- 
manded to extripate from the face of the earth : «* Ye 
•• (hall utterly deftroy the places wherein the nations 
'< &rved their Gods, upon the high mountains, and 
" upon the hills, and under every green tree ; and ye 
<* fhiU overtthrow their altars, breajc their pillars, 
" burn their groves, and hew down the graven 
« lm2ige$ofth$irGods[xy* 

When wc enter their towns, the cafe is ftill the 
fame, as it was in the country ; we find cvcry-whcre 
the fame marks of Idolatry, and the fame reafons to 
make us fanfy, that we are ^ill treading Pagan ground ; 
whild at every corner we fee Images and Altars, with 
Umps or candles burning before them; exa^ly an- 
fweringto the defcriptionsof the4or/f»/ writers [y]; 
and to what Tertullian reproaches the Heathens witd, 
that '* their ftrects, their markets, their baths, were 
«* not without an idol [«.].** But above all. in the 
pomp zod folemnity of their Holy-days, and 
Holydajs. cfpccially their religious procejpons, we fee 
the genuine remains of Heatf^enifm, and 
proof enough to convince us, that this is ftill the Jkme 
Rome, which old Numa firft tamed and civilized by 
the arts rf religion: who, as Vlutarch fays [^]. *• by 
•' the inftitution of fupplications and proccilions to 
« the Gods, which inlpire reverence, whilft they 
** give plcafurc to the fpc&aiors, and by pretended 



mira- 
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** miracles, and divine apparitions, reduced the fierce 
*< fpirits of his fubjeAs under the power of £ipcr- 
•* ftition." 

The defcriptions of the religims f&mps 
Trccejpbns, tmd froctffims of the Heathens come (b 
near to what we fee on every fefiival tf 
th% Virgin, or other Romi/h Saints (hdt one /can hardlf 
help thinkini; thefe Foftjh onts to be ftill regulated bf 
the old ciremonial of Fagan Rome. At thcfe folemni- 
ties the chirfmagiftrafe ufed frequently to aiiift in roAis 
tf ceremony i attended by the Priefts in furflices [^J-, 
with VAX candles in their hands, carrying upon a 
fAgeant or thenfa the Images of their Gods , dccffed put 
in their b:{l cloaths : the]& w^re ufuilly fuljowed by 
the principal youth of the place, in white linen vefl* 
ments orfurpUcesy jmging hymns in honour o^ the God^ 
vfhofc fefiival they were celebrating} accompanied 
by crosids of all forts, that were initiated in the fame 
religion, ail with flambeaux or wax candles in their 
bands. This is the account which jipuleius, and 
other authors, give us of a Faganprocefjion ; and I may 
appeal to all, who have been abroad, whether it might 
not pafs quite a^ well for the defcription of a Fopifh 
one. Monfkwr Toumtfort, in his travels through Greece^ 
refl'dls upon the Greek Church, for having retained 
tnd taken into their prefcnt wor(h?p many of the old 
^i*" ^ Ii9»thenifm^ and particularly thatot "carrying 
« and dancing about the Images of the Saints in 'heir 
« proccffions to finging and mufic [c] " the reflec- 
tion .s full as applicable to his own, as it is to the 
'rc.T\-' ^'^^ ^^e praaice itfelf fo far from a.V, 
'^L^f r^ ^'^^^' ^^*^ fhe learned Publ.flier oAhe 
S!T ^''^''''P*'^'^ takes occafion to (hew the cor^ 

vTrfnftfn'^*'^".'*^^"™ *«^ ^»^« «^^^"^' ^^^"^ thi. 
very initancc of carrying about the piaures of their 

Saints, 
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SMmts^ as the fMgans did thole of their Gm6, in thnr 
fkered procejjtons \d]. 

In one ot chele froajjims, made latelj 
to St, Peter*s in the time of Lent, I iaw Self-whif* 
tbtt ruRculoHt fenancs of the fiagellsnta fen, 
HT felfwhipfirst who march witb whifs 
in their hands, and laih tbemfelves as thej go tlooff, 
OB the bare laclc, till it is nil covered with Uood j in 
tbe fame manner, as the frnsticMl Priefts of Belhtm or 
the ^ian GMep, as well as tbe yotarics of ^, uied 
to flafli and cut them (elves of old, in order to pleaie 
the Goddifs^ by thefiuijfici rf their nm Uood: which 
mai piece rfSfcifhtu we find frcquentlj mentionedt 
tnd u often ridiculed, by the antieni writers. 

But they have another exrrcife of the fame kind, 
and in the iame fea(bn of Lent, whicb, under tbe 
notion of peaance, is dill a more abiurd mockery of 
all religion: when on a certain day, appointed an* 
noally for this difcipline, mep of all conditions adem- 
b!e themfelves towards the evening, in one of the 
Churcbes of tbe City ; wbere whips or laihes made 
of cords are provided, and diilributra to every perfba 
prefenti and after tbey are all ferved, and a Ibort of- 
fice of devotion performed, the candles being put our, 
upon the warning of a little bell, the whole cona^an^ 
begin prefently to drip, and try the force of theie 
whips on their own backs, for tbe fpace of near an 
Jiour : during all which time, the Church becomes, 
as it were, tbe proper Image of Hell: where nothing 
is beard but the noifc: of iaflies and chains, mixed with 
jhe groans of thefe felf-tormentors^ till, iatiated with 
their exercife, they are content to put on their doaths, 
.and the candles being lighted again, upon the tinkling 
of A fecond bdl, they all appear in their proper drefi. 

Seneca, alluding to the very fame effedts of y^9/f- 

tUifin in faganHofM, fays 5 " So great is the force of 

•< It on difordered minds, that they try to appeafe the 

E _ .•'Gods 
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•* Gods by fbch mtthods, as m enrtged inan wouW 
«< hardly take to revenge himfelf. Bat, if there be 
« any Gods, who dcfire to he worihipped after tfaii 
- manner, they do not deferre to be worfhipped at 
•* alW ^Qce the very worft of Tynnts, thoagh they 
«< have fometimes torn and tortured peoples limbs, 
«* yet have never commanded men to torture them« 
•* fflves [e]." But there is no occafion to imagine* 
that all the blood, which ftems to flow on theie oc- 
cafions, really comes from the backs of theie Bigots: 
for it is probable, thar, like their /riUfrfr Trfiecejfwi^ 
they may ufe fome crtift, as well uzeai, io this their 
fury; and I cannot but think, thit there was a great 
deal of juftice in thatedid: of the Bmferor Ommodust 
with regard to theie BtUonam^ or wMffers of mmi* 
qulty^ though it is ufoally impated to his cradty, 
whtn he commanded, that they " (houtd not^befaf- 
<* fered to impofe upon the (pedbtors, tut be oMiged 
fi to cut and flafh themfelves in good earned [/].** 

if I had leifiire to examine the frtandti 
MtmcUs fmratUs^ and fiam fruids^ of the t^jomifi 
ftiid fradt" Churchy I (hould be able to trace them 
fits. all from the lame fource of VagAnifm j 

and find, that the Fn>y?i tfSrm R^m/are 
aot degenerated from thiir fndicejf^rst in the art of 
foxgmgxhtk hdy imfofiiures i which, as Lrt^ obfbrves 
of OURfime |/], ** were always multiplied in pr»- 
*< portion totnc credulity and difpofition of the poor 
r people to fwalloW them.** 

In the early times of the refuStie, in the war with 
the Latins, the Gods CMfitr tmd Pollux are Gid to have 
appeared an white horfis in the Roman army, which by 
their aflftftuice gained a complete vidory : in memory 
of which, the General fiftmmm vtmed and Mlt a 
TemfU ptklklf to thfo Doitks i and, for a proof of 
Che h&, there was fiiewp, we find, in Cicir§'$ time. 

the 
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the m/irk ^f thi h§rfes hoofs on a r$ck sit RiiUlttm, 
Where they firft appeared [*]• 

Now this miracUf with maoy others, that I coald 
mention oF the fame kind [i] has. I dare fay, as au- 
thentic an atteftation, as any which the Paptfts cm 
produce 5 the decree of a^«iiif/# to confirm itj zTempU 
crrd^ed in confequence of it i vifi^le murks of the hO: 
01 the fpot whore it was tranfa^ied ; and all this fapport- 
ed by the concurrent teftimony of the bifiMSUborsifan^ 
t'ufuityi ^aiOf^(k whom Dh>ri(/ms of HMcarnaffusfzys 
{Ir], that there were fubfifting in his time at Rome ma- 
ny evident proofs of irs reality, befiies z yearly feflivnU 
with tfoltmn facrifici and froceJp9H in memory of its 
Jit for all this, thefe (lories were butthe jeft ot men ef 
r^n(c, eeen in the times ofHesthenifm [i] > an4 icem fb 
extravagint to us now, that we wonacr, bow there 
could ever be any fofimple, as to believe them. 

What better opinion then can we have, of all thole 
of the fime damp ia the Fopijb Legends^ which they 
have p'ainly built on this foundation, and copied from 
this very ortgioal? Nor content with birely copying, 
the^ (eldom fail to improve the old (lory, with ibmc 
additional forgery and iavention of their own. Thus* 
in the prefint cafe, indead of two ferfoms on whue 
borfes^ tney take care to introduce three \ and not on- 
ly on white horfes^ but at the head of vhite armies i 
as in an old hiftory,of the holy wars, written by t 
pretended eye-witne/s, and publiOied by MabllUn^ it 
is fblemnly affirmed of St. George^ Demetrius^ and 
^theodeirus [w]. They (hew us tdo, in feveral parts ctf 
ItMly^ the rrmrks of hands and feet on rocks zndjlones^ 
laid to have been efiL^ted mbaculoufly by the apfa^ 
E 1 rition 
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fitim of fome Saint or Angel on the fpot [»} : jud as 
the imfrejfion tf HercuUs*s feet was (hewn ot old on a 
ftone in SeythU [p], exadiiy rr feniblmg the footflfeps 
of a man. And they have alfo many Churches and 
publio monumenrs ended, in ttdimony ot Tuch mi- 
lacles. viz.. of 5/iwrj 47/4 Angels fighting vijibly for 
them in their battles \ which chough always as ridicu- 
lous as that above-mfntioned, are not y^-r fupported 
by half fb good evidence of their reality [f] Pirci* 
cularly, there is an Altar of marble in St. Feter*s, one 
of the greateft pieces of modern fculpture, rfprcfent- 
ing, in figures as large as the life, the ftory of AttHa 
King of the Hunns^ who in full march towards Rome^ 
with a vidorious army^ in order to pillage it, w» 
frighted and driven back by the apparition of all An- 
gp', '\r\ the time of Pope Leo thf firft. 

The Caftle and Church of 5f. AngtU hare alfothefr 
t'.tli from the apparition of an Angel over the place^ 
in the time of Gregory the Great [c'\ 

" The religion oi Ceres ofEnntt was ce!e*rater*y ai 
" Cicero informs us, with a wonderful devotion^ 
** both in public and private, through all Sicily: for 
*' her prefence and divinity had been frequently maul- 
'' feded to them by numerous prodigies, and roan/ 
''. people hare received immediate help from her ia 
'< their utmoft dtftreis. Her Image therefore in that 
'< Temple was held in (uth veneration, that whenever 
*< men beheld it, they fanfied themfelves beholding 
'• either Cere/ herfelf, or the figure of her at leaft not 
** made by human hands, but dropt down to them 
«• from heaveri [r].** - Now if, in the place of Ceres 
§f Efma, we (hou d iniert into th s relation, our Ladf 
vf LorettCi or of Imfrtmeta^ or any other miraculoHs 
Jnmgi in Italy, the very lame account would fuit as 

ex- 
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fsadly w:th cbe hidory of the modero Saint, as it if 
XxAA bjr the prefint RomaitSt as it formerly did with 
thitafCeris, as it is traofmitted to us hj the Antients, 
Attd what dfe indeed are all their miracstUMs Imagt^ 
which we iee ta twcrj great town, (aid to be made 
hj Attgilst and ieat to them from ifeavm^ [/}» but 
mere copfies of the anticift jMis^ of the ^or*rU 
"AyiUguL^ or Image ^ Diana dr§ff frwt thif CUttdf^ 
to » or Che PalUdhim of I>»^, which, accordms to 
M Authors [»], was a wooden (hitiie throe cubits 
long, which /tii/r«M ^Mwev. 
^ In one of their Chwrchis here, they (hew ttlBun 
0ft hi Vtrgm, which, as their Writers a£irm l»% watf 
brought down from kmvm with great pomp, and 
after haring hung a while with iorprifing luftre io 
the air, in tbcfigittfMtheCUriyimifofii ^Bjnm^ 
was delhrered by AngiU into the hands of ?9U J$h$ 
ih€ Fkft, who marched oat in iblemn proceflion, io- 
order to receive t^s uUfiM frtfrnt. And is not this 
cxs^ly of a piece with'the old Tagan fiory of King 
Nmms^ when, in this £unc City, he iifiied from his 
palace, with ?ritfis Mtd FmpU after hi«i, and with 
pH^Uc fraytTs ami fiUmmdivotwBt received the AnciU^ 
or hiovenly ftt'Mt which in the prcience of all the 
fitfli of B^mi, was fent down to him with much 
the (ame formality j^M(» iho cUuds {x\i And as that 
wife Prince, for the fecuriry oihiihtofvinly frtfinf^ 
ordered ftvcral others to be made £i> exadly like it;, 
chat the origiml could not be diiHnguiflied fjji & 
the Romi/b Triofts have theoce uken the hint, to iorm» 
after each ciio^faturu, a number of ivftf/, fi>per« 
fcOly rrfemhling each other, as to occsiioa endlefi 
fi I iquab- 

Is] Aring. Rom. Subter. L 5. c. 5. Montlaac* Dlar. ihiif 
J37. 
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^ Vid.FiiUdLAU^A«tiqiiItat. 
[wj Vid. Rom. Modern* GiorD* a. Rion. di Ripa^ c. 431 
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Iquabbles among themfelves tbout their feveral pre- 
tenfions to the tbvme oriffnuL 

The rod of Mofes, with which he performed hli 
mirnclest is flillprefenred, as they pretend, and (hewn 
here with great devotion, in one of the principal 
dmrebes: Md }\i^ fo the roJ rf Ramtdnsy with which 
he performed his auguries^ was preierved by the 
Triifist as ^facnd reliumi^ in $ld Rom$, and kept with 
great reverence from being touched or bMfuBid by the 
people [&] : which rod too, like rood of the Tofijh 
nliquts^ had the teftimony of a miracU in proof of its 
ianaity ; for when the Temfle, where if was kip$^ 
was burnt to the ground^ it was found huhre tmder tho 
ufhes, and untouched by the jUnees [4] ; which fime 
miracU has been borrowed and exactly copied by the 
frejent Romans^ in many inftances \ particularly, in a 
mtracklous Image of our Saviour in St, Johu Laterani 
over which the /&me/, itieems, had no Power, thwgh 
the Church itfelfhas been twice deftreyed oy fre [b\ 

Nothine is more common among the 
Speaking miracles of Fopery, thantohearof Ji994|fe/, 
images. that on certain occa£k>ns had ffokeni or 
Jhed tears i ot fioeati or bled: and do 
not we find the very fame ftories in all the Heathen 
Writtrs f Of which I could bring numberlefs ex* 
amples from old as well as new RomOf from Fagan u 
weU as Fofijh legends. Rome, as the Defcriber of it 
lays [r], *< abounds with thefetrea^es, or {poking 
"* Images:" but be laments the negligence of their 
anccltors, in not recording, £0 particularly as they 
ought, the very words, and other circumftancest of fuck 
eonverfations. They Ihew us here an Imago ef tho 
Virgin^ which reprimanded Grcgorj the Great, fw pa^ 
iing by her too carelefly : and» in St, Faults Church, 

a 

[asl Plutar. in CamiL 145. D. 

{a} Valer. Max. c. 8. 10. It. Cie. de Dhrio. I. ly. Rut* 

[hi Rom. Moder. Gior. $. Rion. 4i Afoad, il« 
RoflDU Mod. R. di Monti^ ai» 
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a crucifix, which (poke to St. BrUgit [</]. DttrMn- 
tm mentions another Madonna, which «' fpoke to 
*f the iexton, in commendation of the piety of one 
^ of her votaries [e]." And did not the Imagi ^ 
Tortunt do the fame, or more, m MKtmit Which » 
as Authors fay, «« {poke twice in praife of thofe ma- 
** troni, who had dedicated a Temple to her [/]/' 

They have a Church here dedicated to 
St. Maria M ?ianti, St. Maty the Weifn^ Wtefing i- 
or ro a Madonna famous for medding tears mages. 
\jf\ : They (hew an Image too of our Sa- 
vioesr, which for fome time before the Sacking ef 
Rome veft fi heartily^ that the go0d fathers ef tha 
Maaafiery vtere all employed in fifing its face with 
catton [h] . And was not the cafe juft t he fame among 
their ancefiors^ . when, on the appi^oach of fome public 
calamity, the ftatue ofApoUo, as ifyy tells us, «• weft 
•* Jer three days andntghtsftuceffiuely[iy** They have 
another Church built in honour or an 
Image, which bled very plent'^ully, from Bleeding f« 
a blow given to it by a blafphemer [A], mages. 
And were not the old Idols coo ufiiU of 
6Uody when, as Livy relates, <* all the Images in the 
«• temple oijuno were (een to fweac with drops of 
-it CO?" 

All which frodigies, as well modem as antient, are 
derived from the fame fburce, vix,, the contrivance 
efpiefts orgovemtfSt in order to draw fome gain or 
advantage out of the poor people, whom they thus 
knpofe upon y [counting Ufe a faflime^ and their 
time here a market fir gaini For, fay they^ we mafi be 

' [O Ibid. Gior. 5. Rioii. di Campetalli. MabiU. D. Italic. p» 
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^n Vtkr.Maz. r.a. 



Rom. Bifod. Gbr. 3. Rion. della Regofa^ 5* 

lb. Gior. 6. Rio. & Mon. 31. 

Liv. 1. 43. 13. 

Rom. Mod. Gior. 3. Rio. diPonte^ ly* 

Ufn 23. 3X« 2b|,a7t4« 
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getting every wa^, thntgk hSeiy evil enetms^ WU3. 
vi. 12,] 

Xetwfim, though Unifelf much addi^bd to fttfer^ 
ftsthn, fpetking of the freSgUs, which preceded the 
Battle of UuSrn^ and portended ri^rj to the 7tw» 
bims^ tells U8» that *^ fbnie peojple* looked upon them 
'' all as ibrged and contrived by the magiftrates \fn\^ 
the better to animate and encourage the multitude: 
and as the engnuds themfclyes were but hnpo/htrest 
it is no wonder, that the copies of them appor fuch. 
grofs and bungUng fergeries, 

I have obferved a ftory in Her&Joft$$ 
Hofyhoufe. In], not unlike the account, which is 
given of the fameJ travels of the hmfi cf 
ZorettO'y of certain f acred myfticMl things, that travel^ 
hd about from country to country, and, after many re- 
movals and journey s, fettled at latt, for good and a!l, in 
Velus. But this imfofture of the hofy houje might be 
fuggefted rather, as Mr. AdSfon hts obienred [•], by 
the extraordinary veneration paid in M R»me to the 
cottage of its founder Romulns : which was hdd •* £^ 
«• cred by the people, and repaired with great care ^ 
** 'from time to time, with the fame kind of materials, 
** Co as to be kept up in the ftme form, in which it 
** was originally built f^]/ It was turned alio, I 
find, like this other cottage rf our Lady, into ttemfle, 
and had divine fervice performed in it, till it happened 
to be burnt down by the fire of a /acrifice in the time 
of Assgufius [of] : but what makes the iimiiitude ftilt 
more remai^kable is, that this freiended toctage of 
Momultts was (hewn on the Cafitomo HUl [r ] i where- 
as k is certain, that Romulus himiUf 'lived on Motmi 

Xenoph. Hellen. 1. 6, 

Herodot. J. 4. p. ats* E^t. Load. 

Addifeii^t Tnfvli from Peiafo fa JloaNfe 

Di^ Halicar. L i* 

Dto, 1. 48. p. 437, 
^ . . VaL MmuLj^e, ti. Titray. K »• «• !• Vai fdM^ 
Microb, Sou x.sj« y)si, iEm t.6i% 
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T4lMtme [i]: fo that i^ it had really been the houfi tf 
Rtmtdus, It mufl needs, like the hohfhmfi tfLorett9^ 
have taken a /e^^ in the air, and furred a mir^culotis 
tranJUtion, though not from Co gre>c a diftance, y.et 
from one bill at lead to the othtr. 

But if we foMow their own writers, it is not the 
My hoHjt of Lontto, tux the homoly crsMo of our 
Saviour, that we (hould compare rather with the lit- 
tU houfe of Romulus : which cradle is now fhcwo in 
St, Mary the Great, and on Chriji mas-Jay expoicd on 
the high altar to the adoration of the people i being 
held in the fame veneration by prefent Rome^ as the 
humble cot t ago ofitsfouador had been ly its old inha^ 
hitants. Rome, fays Baronius [r], « Is now in poi^ 
^« fedion of that noble monument of Cbrift's Nativity, 
•' made only of wood, without any ornament of fjver 
*• or gold; and is made more happily illuftrious by it, 
** than it was of old by the cottage of Romulus i 
** which, though built only wi'h mud and draw, 
** our anceftors prefer v ed with greit are for manj 
« ages." 

The JjqurfaBhn or molting of St. Ja^ 
tmarim't Blood at Naples, wikcnever it H St. Jani^ 
brought to his hoadf which is done with atim^s 
great iblemnity on the day of h\$fifiival Blood, 
[«], whilft at all other times it continues 
dried and congealed in a glafs phial, is one of rWe 
ftanding and mod authentic miracles of Italy, Yet 
Mr. Addiforsy who twice law it performed, allures us^ 
that inftead of appearing to be a real miracle^ he 
thought it one of the mo/tSungling tricks, that he had 
ever feen [»]. 

MaMlon*% accoi^nt of the fa^ feems to fblve it 

very ^ 

. [1] Plutarch, in Rom. p. 30, Dion. Hal. 1. a. p. no. Ed, 
Hudi; 

[r] Vid. Baron, An. J. Chrifti 5. It. Aring. Roiri Subt. 
J. 6. I, 

[tt] Aringh. Rom. Sobter. 1. r. 16, 
vf] Addifon*s Trav. at Naples. 



46 ^6e Confotttky ^v>een 

rerj Biturallyt without tke help of i^ miracle [;r] : (at 
during the time that t Mstfs w two are celebrated m 
the Church, the other prieftt are tampering with this 
phial tfbloUt which is ** Aifpeo'Jed all the while in 
*' fuch a firuation, that ti ibon as any part of it be- 
^ gins to melt by the heat of their hands, or other 
*' mansgement, it drops of courie into the tower fide 
** of the glafs which is empty i* upon the fir (I dil- 
covery o\ which, the miracle is proclaimed aloud, to 
the great joy tod ediikatioa of the people. 

But by what way foerer it beeffc^ed, it is plainly 
nothing cl(e, but the ceff efanoU cheat of tlic/ame 
kind, tranfa6bfd near the fame plac^ which Horace 
nakes himielf merry with in his journey to Brmdi^ 
/mm\ telling us, how the prieft s wou'd have impofed 
upon him and his friends, at a town called Gnatia^ 
by perfuadin^ them, that the *< Frankioceoie in the 
*' temple ufed to diflblve and mdr miraculottfly of 
•• itfclf, without the help of fire (>] * 

In the Caehedral Chserch ofRavnma^ I fiw in Mefaie 
Work the pidiures of thofe Archbifliops of tbo place, 
who, as all their hiihwians affirm [xj, were cwoSta 
for ftveral ages fiicccflirdy by the fps^ dcfigiuuioA 
of the Htij Shefi^ who, in a fuU aflembly of the Clergy 
tnd People, iiied to defceod vifiblv on the pirfei^ 
eleSlt in thejhape of a Dove, If the h€t of iiich a do- 
fcent be true, it will eafiljr be accounted for by a pai^ 
fage in Aulus Gellius^ (whence the hint was ]MrobtbIy 
taken) who te^ls us, that Archytas tht PhUafofher and 
Mathtmat'uian formed a ^ Pigeon of wood ib arti* 
" 6cia}ly, as to make it fly by the power of Me- 
<• chmifm, juft as he directed it [a]. And we find 
from Straday that many tricks of this kind were 
actually contrived for the diverfion o^ Charles the Fifih 
JA his Monaflery, by one THrrianus^ who made little 

hints 

MabiU. Iter luL p. xo6. 
Sat. I. 5. T. 98, 

Raven, ftc. Anns. Rocn. Sobt. J« 6. €• 4S« 
Cell. No^. Att. U 20. sa, ' 
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skiU m hiMdmury [^}. 

It wonU be eiidleis.to rua tbrough all tbe Ta^ifh 
WrMcltit whick are erideati jr forged, or copied frooi 
tbe migkuUi ^^t^amfm \ fiace there is icarce a Fro'-^ 
S^ m tbe M Bifimrums^ or a IM^ in tbe «/i/ Pmis^ 
boc ivbat it tnofcrtbcd into their Legends^ and fwai- 
lotred by tbcir fiUj Bigots* ascertain and undoubt^ 
kda. 

ThcftosjQiAnmihtUujMdnt ridiog triumpbant 
witb bis barp oa tbe ^ck ef tk DalfUn, that took bin 
«]» #beQ i^nfam wtr-k^stJ Mi S00, is» one would 
abink, too grofsly fabisloui, to be applied to aoy pur- 
fok of Cbnfttaa SMftrflkim : yet our fr§fimt R^mam 
A far fiirpafi tbe^ in ^6li tad Imptfimn^ that out 
of thUfingUJimy tbejr bave coined msm of the fiffte 
/smf, wiz. of Ddfhuu Ukmg uf ami Mngmg Mjh$r$ 
with great pomp ieverai of thiir SamtSf both dead 
and alifv, wbo bare been thmm mu tb$ fta i^ In- 
fiddst dtber co drowOk or to deprive tbem of bur 
rialW. 

The fmkU tf tin Harfj^, tboie fitrUs or winged 
tmr^Sf wbo were 6> trouMefinne to JEmms and his 
C&mfamms [d]f £aems to be copied io tbe very frfi 
€:kmnh witbki tbewaUs ofiUiw, cloie to the gate if 
the feeple, as it is called, by wbich we enter it frooa 
the north : where there is an Altar with a fuHicIn- 
fcription [#], figoi^ying^ that it was built by *< ^pe 
" fafchai the fioood* by diviae loipintion,, in order 
^ to drive away a oeft of huge daemons or menders, 
^ wiR> ofid to percb upon a tree ia that very place, 
** ant tcfitbty infblt all wbo eatnrod tbe city." 

The Fef^ Writers tbemielves are loroed to allow, 
Ckat aaany botb of their teliqmh Mid thnr tatraeUt^ 

ham 

1^1 Vid. Gronovu Not ia C^ell. thvt 
A Aringh. Roxn. Sabterr. 1. t. c. 9, lOt 
d\ Virg. /En* t. iii. 
4 For the loTcr^tiMt kM, kt me Aathor, OOmMt. 
f. ait. 
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h ive been forged by the craft of Triefisy for the fake 
%tt money and lucre. Burantust a zealous defender 
of Mil their ceremMies, gives (everal inftances of the 
former; particularly of the hones ef m e$mm0n thirf, 
which had for ibme time been hcnokredwithmniUtMr, 
Mnd worfhifpedf under the title rf St. Msrtin [/]• And 
for the latter $ Ljra, in his Comment en Bel and tbi 
Dragon, obferves, *< that ibroetimcs alfo, in the 
'< Church, irery great cheats are put upon the peo- 
*' pie, by falfe miracles, contrived, or countenanced 
<< at^ leaft, by their priefts, for ibme gain and tem- 
*' poral advantage f^]." And what their own Mithors 
confefs of feme of $ heir mirMcles, we may venture, 
without any breach of charity, to believe ot them mUi 
nay, we canoot indeed believe any thing elfe without 
impiety J and without fuppoiingGod to concur, in 
an extraordinary manner, to the eftabliihment of 
fraud, error, Tnd fuperfiition, in the world. 

The rtfuge or prote^ion given to alt. 
Church who fly to the Church for flielter, is a 
afylum. privilege directly transferred from the hea* 
then temples to the Fopijh Churches i and 
has been pradifcd in Kome, from the time of its 
founder Romulus i who, in imitation of the Cities of 
Greece, opened an Afylum or SanBuary to fugitives of 
all Nations. 

Romulus, ut faxo lucum circumdedit alto, 
QuUibet hue, inquit, confiigej tutus eris \h]. 

But we may obferve the great moderation of P^r- 
gan, above that ofFopifh Rome, in regard to thiscuf^ 
tovti; for I do not remember that there was ever 
more than one AfyUtm in the times of the RtpuhUe^ 
whereas there are novrfomo hundreds in the fame city i 
and when that iingle one (which was opened rather 

f<*t 

Durant. de Ritib. 1. x. c* 15* 
Vid. ^ic. Lyr. ia Dan. €• 14* 
Ov. Faft. 3, 
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for tfie increaie of its iohabitants, than the prote^ioa 
of criminals) was found in the end to ^ive too great 
encouragement to mifcbief and licentioulhefs ; they 
hclrfed It reuni in puh a manner, as to hinder all ac- 
tejs to h [/] ; whereas the prcfcnt Popiflf SanSuaries 
ftand perpetually open, not to receive ftrangers, but 
to Jhefter villains i fb that it may literally.be faid of 
thefe, what our Saviour faid of the Jew\fls Temple, 
that thiy have turned the houfe affrayer into a dm of 
Thieves [*]. 

.^ In the early ages of Chriftianity there were many 
limitations ^VLt upon the ufe of this privilege by Em^ 
ferors and Councils i and the greater critncs of murder, 
adultery, rapes, theft, f^c. were ie/pecially excepted 
from the benefit of it [ij : but now they icruple not 
to receive to JanSuary, perfbns guilty of the mofl 
<lete&able crimes \ and it is owing without doubt to 
this policy of holy Church, that murders are fb com« 
mon with them in Italy on flight provocations; 
whilft there is a Church always at hand, and always 
open, to fecure offenders from legal punifhment^ fe« 
veral of whom have been fliewn to me in different 
places, walking about at their eafc, and in full fecurity, 
within the bounds of tbc\r fan^ary. 

In their very Priefihood they have con- 
trived, one would think, to keep up as Sovereign 
near a refemblance, as they could, to that Pontif, 
of Pagan Rome: md the fovereign Pontif, 
inftead of deriving his iucceflion from St. Peter, ("who 
if ever he was at Rome, did not rcfide there, at leaft 
in inyfomp or ff lender) may with more rcafbn, and 
a much better plea, ilyle himfelf the Succejfor of the 
Ponttfex Maximus, or chief Priefl of old Rome; whole 
authority and dignity [m'] was the greatcil in the Re* 
F fuSlici 



!/] Dio, 1. 47. p. 385. 
A] Matth. xxi. 13. 
/J Juftin. Novel. 17. c. 7* 
m] Cic. pro Dom. i. Fed. I. II. 
Sacerdotumt VelL Pater, 1%, 123. 
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\ Firom rEie C32r:i~' :•" ttti": .".-n :«- k --rSr» .-lI 

I fimittcl Sac, oc 3/..j:j-f . i rehire. :ri 4* b^'-l,t *c- 
! ir. WTzh rrs-i iljct. ^^^c r-Z'-si -a^j -"^ tl'c 

ritaoB: ir. 1 5^ j^ - r .- rujc ? wr; "2: i-r ..nrr. 
( their tizztiLli^i : - -sicrj- r. tzs z^fz czr -■ *i 

: aboreil, ;:: :i- ;': iiiV: rr.-cc* c: 



■ J6f ib§ fufitr: if z'ar' f^Aigfiir^ , w: :V« the rcrv jvc^ 
tvc of sbs i/j;ff:^ F--*-- i who ire iwivj 4,vat ;hc 
fticec in the 4jk# c^ti:. laj en :!v a^-v t**dt^\ aw\ 
never r'lii cocirrj hoxcw::.-: :h?m i ^.W^fc.* J^*^/ 
fnvifigiu for the ui> o: :h;:r tv.^i^vr. 

Cicero, in b!S*<vr ffU^r^, reilra;n$ thi* prjclior ot 

iffXf uif , or £4thtrn^ dims, :o -•«# fJir:Lf^Ar ^^Jft ,/ 

A-I^i, and chit oa.y oa^^'^uai *4»,' ; bcviurt. a$ h< 

F a U}*t 

M Flatt> ia Tisueo, p. 1044* 
•ll. 17.134. 

f Vid. Soph^x. Tnchin. p. 34^. r. if?, ££t« TorocK «^ 
Schol. Tnclia. 
[f] Apoicius Mcom. J. 3. p« 162, 
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fublic i and who was looked upon as the arbUtr w 
judgi if all th'mgSi civil as well as facred,- human as 
well as divine : whole power, cftabliftied almoft with 
the foundation of the C'tf, '< was an omen, (Cays 
" Volyiort Virgil) and fure prefige, of that pricftly 
<* Majefty, by which B/fme was once asain to reign 
** as univer&lly, as it had done before by the force 
" of its arms [»]•** 

But of all the fivenign fontifs ef Pagan Rome^ it h 
very remarkable that Caligula was the fir(l» who ever 
offered his foot to bo kijfed by any, who approached 
him : which raifed a general indignation through the 
City, to fee themiclves reduced to fu£Fer ib great an 
indignity. Thoie, who endeavoured to excufe it, 
faid, that it was not done out of infblence, but vanity^ 
and for the fake of (hewing hisgoUen ppper, fit with 
jewels, Seneca declames upon it, in his ufual manner, 
as the laft affront to liberty, and the introdudion of 
a Ferfian Jlavery into the manners of Rome [p]. Yet 
this ikrvile a6^, unworthy either to be impolcd or 
complied with by man, is now the ftanding cere- 
monial of Chriftian Rome, and a neceflary condition 
of accefs to the reigning Fopesi though derived firom 
no better origin, than the frantic pride of a brutal 
Fagan Tyrant. • 

The great variety of their reUgious of* 
Religious ders anafocieties of Friefts leems to have 
orders* been formed upon the plan of the old col' 

leges or fraternities of the Augurs, Fon^ 
tlfices, Satii, Fratr/s Arvales, fji^c. The V^al Virgins 
might fiirnifh the hint for the foundation ofNunntries: 
and I have obferved fbmethine very like to the rules 
and au/ierities of the monafiiclifi, in the charadlerand 
manner of feveral Friefl, of the Heathens, who ufed 
to five bf themfelvos, retired from the world, near to 
the Temple or Oracle of the Deity, to whofe particular 

fcrvice 
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firvice they were deroted i as the Sellh the Triefts of 
Z>«^«4» yove[f], a felf-mortifying race. .^ 

'AfjLps ^ S^AAo/, &c. * 

Whole groves the Selli, race auftcre, farrounaT* 
Their feet unwaih'd, their (lumbers on the Ground. 

Mr. Pofe, 

From the charadkcr of thcfe Selli, or, as others call 
them, £///, the Monks of the Pagan World j feated in 
tjie fruitful foil of Dodona ^ abounding, as Hefiod de« 
foibes it, with every thing, that could make life eafy, 
and happy j and whither no man ever approached 
t)icm without an offering in his hands j we may learn, 
whence their fuccclTors of modern times have derived 
that peculiar sktil, or prefcriptive right, of-chufiDg 
the richeft pare of every country for the place of their • 
icttletnent f. 

But above all, in the old dcfcriptions of 
the Uxy mtndicant Frieft among the Hea- MtnM* 
tkens, who uPd to travel [q] from hotife cants, 
to hcufe, vlth.facks on their Sacks i and, 
from an opinion of their fmd^ity, raife large contri- 
butions of ^Mtf^ey, Sread, wine, and all kindrfviBnals, 
fir the ftif port of thfiir fraternity i we fee the very pic- 
ture of the Pegging Friers i who are always about the 
ftreec in the fame habit, and on the fame errand, and 
never fail to carry home with them a good full fack of 
frovifions for the ufc of their convent. 

Cicero, in hisSook of laws, retrains this practice of 

^^Sging, or gathering alms, to one f articular order of 

Priefts, and that only oik certain days^ becaufe, as he 

F a fays,. 

M Plato in Timaeo, p. 1044. 
• IJ. 17. 234. 

■f- Vid. Sophoc. Trachin. p. 340. v. XI75, Edit* Tomeb. 99 
Schol. Triclin. 
If] Apulcius Metaot In %*.}[% i6z% 
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i^ys [r], " it propagates fuperftitioDy and impoverilhcs 
•« families." Which, by the way, may let us fee the 
policy of the Chwreh cfRomey in the great care, that 
they have taken to tMdtifly, thcW begging orders. 

I could eafiiy cfltry on this parallel, through many 
more inftances of the ?agtin and Tofijh ceremonies^ if 
I had not already faid enough, to (hew from what 
fpring all that (uperftition flows, which we fb juftly 
charge them with; and how vain an attempt it muft 
be, to juftify, by the principles ofChriJiiafufjtZ worjhif 
formed upon the plan, and after the very pattern, of 
pure Heofhenifm. I (hall not trouble m^fclf with in*- 
quiring at what time, and in what manner, theie fe- 
vcral corruptions were introduced into the Chssrch: 
whether they were contrived by the intrigues stttd 
avarice of Priefts, who found their advantage in r^ 
viving and propagating impofiures, which 
^^ij^ p*' ^^^ ^"" °^°^^ ^ profitable to theh^fri" 
'ran 40^^' ^^^''^i or whether the gemus of Rome 
mify. was Co ftrongly. turned to frnofktfm add 

fuferftition^ that they were forced, in coo- 
defcenfion to the humour of the people, to drcfi up 
their nero religion to the modes and topperies of the 
old. This, I know, is the frincifle, by which their 
own Writers defend themfelves, as oft as they are |t* 
tacked on this head. 

Aringhns, in his account of fubterraneous Romi^ 
acknowlcges this conformity between the Pagan and 
Fopi/h rites, and defends the admi(rion of the cero" 
monies o^Heathenifm into the fervice (f the Chstrcb, bv 
the authority of their wifeji Popes and Governors [sj, 
*• who found it neccfliry, he fays, m the converfion 
** of the Gentiles, to diflemblc and wink at many 
*' things, and yield to the tirxtes^ and not to ufe force 
*• againd cuftoms, which the people were ib obfti- 
" nately fond ofi nor to think of extirpating at once 
^ every thing, that had the appearance of profane; 

" but 
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^ but to fitpcrfcde in fbme meafure the obligation of 
** the facrcd laws ; till thefe converts, convinced hy 
** degrees, and informed of the whole truth, by the 
** fliggeftions of the Holy Spirit, (hould be content to 
" fubmit in eameft to the yoke ofCMft" 

It is by the (ame principles, that the fifmts defend 
the concejpmsy which they make at this day to their 
Tr(felytts in C^ina i who, where pure Chriftianity 
will not go down, never fcruple to compound the 
matter between Jtfus and Confiuius ; and prudently 
allow, what the ftiffoU Prophets (b impoliticly con* 
demned, a pMrtnerJhip hetweiu God and Baal; of which 
though they have ofcen been accufed a^the Court of 
Kome, jet I have never heard, that their condudi has 
been cenfured. But this kind oi reafoning, how 
plaufible fbever it may be, with regard to the firft 
ages of ChriHianity, or to nations ju ft converted from 
Baganifm, is Co far from exrufing the prefent GentUifin 
of the Church ofRiomii that it is a dire& condemma- 
tion of it i fince the neceflfity alleged for the pracr 
tice, if ever it had any real force, has not, at lea ft for 
many ag^s paft, at all fubilfted: and their toleration 
of fuch pradiccs, however ufcful at firft for rccoBt- 
ctiing Heathens to Chriflianitv, feems now to be the 
read left way. to. drive Chrijtittns back again to HiOtr 
themfm. 

But it is high time for me to conclude, being per- 
suaded, if I do not flitter myfclf too much, that' I 
have fufficiently made good, what 1 firft undertook 
to prove; an exaB Conformity, or UaiformiiyTdiXher, of 
H^fifip, between Poptry znd Paganifm: for fince, as 
I have (hewn above, wc fee the prefent pfopU of^omB 
worfhipping in the fame temples i, ztxhe fame Alt arsi . 
ibmetimes the fame Images-, and always with the 
fame dremenies, as the old Romans*, th<^ muft have 
more charity, as well as skill indifiinguifhing, than I 
pretend to have, who can abfblve them from the 
fame fuperftition and idolatry, oS yrhich we condemn 
theis Pagan Mcefim* 
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Thus far our learned Author, in his letter firom 
'Barney which paiTcd thro* three Editions before it 
xeceired any Anfwer. But then a Roman Catholic 
Writer made an Attempt to confute it, in the Preiice 
to a Piece pnblifhed under the Title of The CatMic 
ChrifHun mftriUled, And as this Piece may be fairly 
fnppofed to contain all the material objections 
that the Papifts have to make againft the LitUft and 
what they can urge in their own defence, we (hall 
give the Subftance of our Author's Reply to it; 
which, will bring a caufe, £o concerning to both 
Communions, to an iffue before the candid Reader, 
who will be enabled thereby to determine upon the 
merits both of the Charge, and the Defence. 

The Author of the Letter declares, That he cannot 
think it Grange, that a man, whofe avowed defign 
and fole employment amongft us, is, to make converts 
to xhc Romijh Church, (hould treat a work with fome 
acrimony, that was publifhcd with no other view^ 
than to blaft his hopes, and obftrudl his endeavours, 
to delude the people of this nation : but that it gives 
him a fenfible pleafure to obferve, what the(e Mifl 
ilonaries of Kome are forced to confefs, that his little 
performance is a real obftacle to their defigns; and 
that one of the firft fteps neceflary towards advancing 
the Top'ijh Intereft in England, is to overthrow the 
credit both of the Letter, and its Author, 

Our Catholic therefore, fays he, in the execution of 
this task, fets out v\rith a general accufation a^inft 
ipe of f6§d flay, and Mfihgenstity^ and a rrfoluttm fo 
frffrefs the truth; becaufe my charge againft them is 
grounded only, he fays, « on certain ceremonies and 
** obiervances of lefs moment, without taking no- 
*' tice of the fubftantial parts of their religion i their 
" SeUef of the Scriptures i of the three Creeds^ of the 
*' Trinity i the Eucharift Sacrifice, fjrc whi^h none 
** will pretend to be derived to them from the P«- 

Thfe 
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This, our Author fays, is artfullv thrown out, to 
confound the true ftate of the qu^ftionj and to pre- 
poflefs the reader with a notion, that, inftead of P^ 
firy, he is attacking Chriftianity itfelf, and fuftain- 
ing. the cau/e of In^elity, not of Prbteftantifm : but 
every man of fcnfe, fays he, will difcern the fallacy, 
and obferve, that it is ?9fery alone, with which 1 am 
engaged j or that Syftem of ceremonies and dodrtnes, 
which is peculiar to the Rmi/h Church, as diftin- 
guiihed fronr other Chriftian Churches : the fburce 
of which I ^ave undertaken to lay open, and, by an 
hiilorical dcdu£iion of fa6b, to trace its origin in a 
direA line, from TagM down to ?oftJh R^ne, 

In the farther fupport of this charge, fays the learn* 
cd Letter writer, I fliaUnow procede to examine our 
Author's exceptions to it, in the order as they lie in 
his Preface, and vindicate all the particular proofs of 
it alleged in my letter, to which he has thought 
proper to give any anfwcr : the chief of which, as 
he, the Anlwerer, tells us, are, " Incenfii Holy Watery 
" LMfnfs and Candles i Votiv§ offerings \ Images y Cha* 
** fels on the way fides and tops of Hills i Vroaejpons^ 
** Miracles [/]•" On thefe, (ays our learned Author, 
1 (hall join iffue with himj and endeavour^ to ihcWi 
that his defence of theqs is not only frivoldus and 
evafivc, but tends rather to confirm, than to' confute 
the inference, which I have drawn from them. 

As to feveral of thefe articles, he makes one ge- 
neral Apology 3 that I '* am midaken, in thinking 
•* every ceremony ufcd by the Heathens, to be Hca- 
•• thenilb, fince the greateft part were borrowed from 
•• the worlhipofthe true God j in imitation of which, 
«* the Devil affcftcd to have his Temples, Altars, 
«« Priefts, and Sacrifices, and all other thines, which 
" were ufed in the true worlhip ** This he applies 
to the c%£cofIucenfe,Lamfs, Holywater,^nd frocejponsy 
and adds, « that if I had been as well read in the 
«< Scriptures, as I woirid fecm to be in the Heathen 

Ji Poets* 
[/] Pref. ib. p. 4« 
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*' Poets, I ihould have foand the ufe of all thefe m 
*' the Temple of God, and that by God's appoint- 
«' mcnt M." 

Our Author fays, he (hall not difpute with, khnr 
about the origin of thefe rites ; whechcp dtey were 
firfi infthtited by Mofes^ or were of fmr ufe ttnd M" 
tiquity among thilEg^ti^m. The Scriptures, fays he, 
favour the laf^j which our S fencer ftroagly aucrts, 
and their Calmet and Huetius allow : but (bould we 
grant him all, that he can infer from his argument, 
what will he gain by it ? Were not all thoje beggarly 
elements wiped away by the fpiritual worlhip of the 
Gofpel? Were they not all annulled, on the account 
of their weaknefs and unprofitablenefsy by the more 
perfcft revelation of Jejus Chrifi [w] ? If then I 
ihould acknowledge myfelf to be miftaken, and re* 
* cal my words $ and inftead o^Pagan^ call theoi ^ewifi 
ceremonies; would not the uie of Jewifh rties be 
abominable ftill in zChrifiianChtercb, where they are 
exprefsly aboliflied and prohibited by God himiblf ? 

But to purfue his argument a little farther: While 
the Mo/aic worftiip fubfided by divine appointment 
in Jerufalem^ the Devil likewife, as he tells us, had 
Temples and Ceremonies of the fame kinds in order to 
draw Votaries to his Idolatrous worfbip : which, 
after the abolition of the Jewifh Service, was carried 
on ftill with great pomp and (plendor j and, above aQ 
j>laces, in Rome -, the principal feat of his worldly 
Empire. Now it is certain, that in the early timea 
of the Gofpel, the Chriftians of Rome were celebrated 
for their zealous adherence to the faith of Chrift, as 
it was delivered to them by the Apoi&les, pure from 
every mixture either oi Jewijh or Heathenifh Superr 
ftition $ till after a fuccelUon of ages, as they began 
gradually to deviate from that Apoftolic fimplicity,. 
they introduced at difiEerent times into the Church, 
the particular ceremonies in queftioa. Whence thea/ 

catti 
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can ^e think it prdbable* that they (bould borroW 
them ? From the Jwjh or the TagAn rittial ? From 
a Temple^ remote, defpifed and demoliflicd by the 
Romans (tberof^lvesi or from Temples and Altars 
perpetually in their View, and iubfi(b'ng in their 
ilreetsi in which their Anceillors and Fcl{ow*citiz.en& 
had coaftantly worfhipped ? The queftion can hardly 
admit any difpute : The humour ot the people, a^ 
well 'as intercft of a corrupted JPriefthood would-^ in« 
▼ire them to adopt fuch rites, as were native to the 
ibili and found upon the placc> «s allowed by one of 
their own Authors, before quoted ^ s and which 
long experience had Ihewn to be ufeful, to the ac- 
quifition both of wealth ^d power. Thus by thq 
mod candid conftrudlion of this Author's reafoning, 
we oiuft neceflarily call their ceremonies Jiwijhi or» 
by puihing. it to its full length* flull be obliged tp 
call them, devUiJh* 

The Catholic Writer obfirves i that our 
Author begins his charge with the uie of Incenfr. 
Incenfit at the moft notorious proof of their 
Paganifm, and, Uki an artful VJietwlcUn^ flaas Ms 
fircngtfi argumtni in the jrmt {x^. Yet he knowsi 
-fays our learned Author, that I have ailigaed a different 
reaibn, for oScxmgthat the firfl: becaufe it is the 
Jirfl things that Urikes the fenfes, and furprifes a 
granger, upon his entrance into their Churches. But 
it Jhall be my ftrongcft proof, if he will have it fo, 
fince he has brought nothing, I am fure, to weakea 
the force of it. He tells us, that there was an Altar 
tflnctnfe in the Temfle-of ferufaUm -, and is furprifcd 
therefore, how I can call it Heathenijh: Yet it Is 
evident, from the nature of that inftitution, that it 
was never deiignedtobe perperualj and that, during 
its continuance, God would never have approved ar^ 
other Altar, either in Jerufalem, or any-where elfe. 
But let himanfwerdire^ly, continues our Author, to 

this 
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this plain qucftion i Was there ever a temple in fhi vorU 
ndtflrUily Heatheni/bt in which there were fever td 
jiltars, nllfmodking with incenfe, within cm view, and 
at one and the fame timet It '\$ certain, that he mud 
anfwer in the Negative. Yet it is as certain, that 
there were many mch Temples in fagan R^mei and 
are as many dill in Chriftian Rome : and fince there 
never was an example of it, but what was Fagamfh, 
before the times of Fofery, how is it poilible, that it 
could be derived to them from any other fourcc? or 
when we fee fo txzdt a refemblance in the copy, 
faow can there be any doubt about the original f 

What he alleges therefore in favour of incenfe, k 
nothing to the purpofe; ** th>t it was ufed in the 
** Jewifh, and is of great antiquity in the Chriftrao 
** Churchj and that it is mentioned with honour in 
«* the fcripturesj** which frequently compare it to 
VraytTy and fpeak of its fweet odors afcendhg uf' 
to Godf &c* which figurative expreiHons, he iays> 
•• would never have been borrowed by the facred 
« Penn^en from Heathcnilh fuperftition [/]:" as if 
fuch allufions were Icfs proper, or the thing itfclflcfi 
fweet, for its being applied to the purpofcs of idolar* 
try 3 as it conftantly was, in the times even of th» 
fame Penmen, and according to their QWn acc6unts» 
on the Altars of Baal, and the other Heathen Idois^ 
And when Jeremiah rebukes the people ofjudah for 
burning incenfe to the ^ueen of heaven {zJ\, one can . 
hardly help imagining, that he is prophetically 
pointing out the worship now paid to the Virgin -, to 
whom they actually burn incenfe at this day under 
that very title [a]. 

But IHt be a jufl ground for retaining a pradiice 
in the Chriftian Church, becaufe it was injoined to 
the Jewsi what will our Cathelic fay fof thofe 

ufages, 
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H&;es, whkb were adlualljr jprohibited to the Jnfs, 
and never pradtifcd by any, out by the Heathens and 
the ftsfifis f— All the Egypian Vritfis^ as HerodotHS 
informs us, " had their heads (haved and 
«* kept continually bald [^J." Thus the Tmfure. 
Eraperor, Commomsy that he might be ad- 
mitted into that order, << got himfelf (haved, and car* 
** tied the God Anubis in proccflion [c\ And it was 
on this account moft probably, that tht 7e»ijh VrUfis 
Were Commanded, " not to (have their heads, nor to 
■* make any baldncfs upon them [J].*' Yet this ^4- 
gtin rafurey or tonfUrey as they chufe to call it, on 
the crown of the heady has lon2 beeo thedi(Hngui(h* 
jng mark of the Eomtfl^ Triefihood. It was on the 
Ame account, we may imagine, that the Jewijh 
Trlefts " toere forbidden to make anf cuttings in their 
" jM' CO »** ^^^^ ^^*^ likewifc was the common 
practice of certain friefts and Devotees among the 
Heathensy in order to acquire the fame of a more ex- 
alted ian^ity. Yet the fame difcipline, as I have 
ihewn in my Lottery is conftantly pradi^ at Bjome^ 
in fome of their folemn (ea(bns and proccfHons, ia 
imitation of thofe Vagan Enthufiafts : as if they iearch- 
ed the Scriptures, to learn, not Co much what was 
injoined by the true religion, as what had been u(eful 
at anr time in a ial(e one, to delude the multitude, 
and fupport an impodure* 

Our Author makes the fame apology 
for Holy-watery^ that he has juft made for Holy-wa* 
Incenfe j that, in the " Mo&ic law, we ter, 
** find the mention of a water fan^ified 
*• for religious ufcsj" which cannot therefore be cal- 
led HeMiheniJhy and that I might, with as good a 

grace, 
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grace, have proved th9 Sacrament cf Baftifm to h 
HmihmM, as their ufe of Holy-water [/]. 

It Is farprifing, to hear iiich a defence from any 
one, who cafis himfelf a Chriftiao. The Sacrament if 
Ifapti/m was ordained by Chrifi^ in the moft fblema 
manner, ind for the moft fbletnn parpofe, as the e^ 
fential rite of our initiation into his Church ; while 
there is not the leafl: hint in any part of the GoQ>e!, 
that afy other tfater was either neceflary, or proper, 
or ufefui in any degree to the waihiog away of fin. 
But oar Author's zeal feems to have carried him be- 
yond his prudence i and he forgets what ground be 
Is treading, if he fanciesi that he can de&nd, in tfai$ 
proteftant country, what he might affirm with ap- 
plaufe in a fofi^i that the inftituthns ofCbrifl ftand 
upon no beftter foundation, than the injunSions of the 
Tofe, or at leaft of the Fofijh Church. 

I have mentioned one ufe of their H?^ 
Bene££H- water, in a Feftival at Rome, called the 
ontfhorfes, BeneMSion of horfes, which feems to per- 
plex him. He dares not deny the fad, 
yet labours to render it fufpedc4 J and declares, «« that 
'< though ht had fpent the greated part of his life 
*< abroad, he had never feen or heard of any fuch 
•* thing [^]." .But whatever he thinks, or would 
feem rather to think, of it, I know the thing to be 
true from the evidence of my own eyes : yet as I had 
no defire, that the reader fhould take my bare word 
for that, or any other fa£t in the Letter, I took care 
to add fiich teftimonies of it, as every one will allow 
to be authentic. 

But if he really be a (hanger to £o extraordinary 
a pradice, he mud be an improper advocate of a 
caufe, of which he owns himfelf to be ignorant. 
The learned Mabillo», as I have obferved, intimates 
hi; furprize at this, as well as many other parts of 
their worOiip, which be had never feen, till he tra* 
^tWtdi into It^ly\ but, inftead of defending, chufes 

cither 
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tfacr to drop them in filence, or to give them up as 
fupcrftitious: which might have been the cafe alfo 
of our Cathotic, if he had been better informed of 
the fads, which he has undertaken to vindicate. 

But if thcfe men of learning, and teachers of Reli- 
gion, know to little of what is done at Rome, how 
eafy muft it be, to impofe upon the poor Catholics 
in England, and keep them in the dark, as to the 
more exceptionable parts of their worfbip, which are 
openly avowed and pradiifed abroad, to the fcandal of 
all the ^candid and moderate even of their own com- 
munion ! 

But though our Catholic feems fb much afhamed 
at prefent ^ this BenediSiion ofhorfes, in their Church, 
I can give him fuch light mto the origin of it, as 
will make him proud of it probably for the future; 
from a flrory, that I have obfervcd in St. Jerom ; 
which Ihews it to be grounded on a miracle, and de- 
rived from a Saint: \ vaczn St, Hilar ion y the founder 
of the Monaftic orders in Syria and Paleftint [h]. 

The ftory is this : " A Citizen of Gaza, a Chriftian, 
" who kept a Stable of running horfcs for ihe Cir* 
«* cenfiangamest was always beaten by his Antagonift, 
« an Idolater, the mafter of a rival liable. For the 
" Idolater, by the help of certain charms, and di- 
" aboliciT imprecations, conftantly damped the fpirits 
« of the Chiiftian's horfes, and added courage to his 
*• own. The Chriftian, therefore, in defpair, applied 
*< himfelf to Sx.HUarion, and implored hisa(ri(ti»nce: 
«« but the Saint was unwilling to enter into an affair 
" fo frivolous and profane j till the Chriflian urging 
*« it as a ncccflary defence againft thefe advcriaries of 
«* God, whofe infults were levelled not fb much at 
«* him, as at the Church of Chrifti and his intreaties 
*' being fcconded by the Monks, who were prefent 5 
« the Saint ordered his earthen jugg, out of which 
«« he ufed to drink, to be filled with water, and dcli- 
" vcrcd to the man : who ^^cCcnily ffrinkled his Stable, 
G ^ ^' his 

[b] Hicron. Op. T. 4. pan a. p. 78. Ed« Betu , _ 
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♦« his H9rfes, 4fis Charioteers, his Chariot, snd the 
« very boundaries of the courfe with it. Upon this, 
*• the whole City was in wondrous expedation : the 
<< iJolaters derided what the Chriftian was doing; 
** while the Chri/Hans took courage, and aifured 
« thcrafclves ot viftory ,• till the fignal being given 
«* for the race, the Chriftian's horfes fecroed to fly, 
«• whilft the Idolater's were labouring bejiind, and 
•' left quite out of fight ; fo that the Pagans them- 
«« fclvcs were forced to cry out, tha^- their God Mamas 
« was conquered at loft hy Chrift [i].'* Thus this me- 
niorable Fundlion, borrowed originally fi-om the Fa* 
gan Sprinklers of the Circenfian games, appears to be as 
anttent almoft in the Church as Monkery itielf, and 
one of the firft inventions, for which Pofery ftands 
indebted to that religioj;s inftitution. 

As to the Lamps and Candles, which 
tamps and are conftantly burning before the Altars 
tandles* of their Saints, he tells us once more; 
< " That though the Devil had procured 

H them to be fet up in his Temples, yet they Were 
«« appointed originally by God for the fervicc of his 
** Tabernacle ; and were not therefore borrowed from 
♦* the Hcathenilh, but the Mofaic worfliip f*].*' To 
which I need not repeat, what I have already faid on 
the foregoing articles. I had deduced the origin of 
thefe lamps from Egypt, upon the authority of 
Clemens Alexandrians : but he declares, that Clemens 
fays no fuch thing ^ yet does not think fit to tell us, 
what it is that he has faid, nor how near it ap- 
poaches to the interpretation which I have given of 
It. Clemens exprefsly afcribes the invention of lamps 
to the Egyptians, in which he is foUowed by Eufebius^ 
and fince lamps were ufed in all the Vagsm Temples 
from the earlieft times, of which we have any no- 
tice, I take it for a neceflary confeqaence, that the 
Egyptians were the firft, who made uie of them* 

Itkcwift 

HIbid. p. So. 
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Hkewiie in their Temples. But let that be as it 
will, this at leafl is cercaia, that the ufe of them ia 
Chriftjan Churches was condcmDed by many of th« 
frimitive Bi(h$fs snd Pi^esiyters, as fuperftioous and 
Ueatheniih. But all thefe our Catholic makes no 
fcruple to brand with the title of Heretics [/Jj tho* 
many of them, perhaps, might more truly be called^ 
the Troteftants <f th% frimitive Chitrth j particularly 
Vigilant ins i who, by all that I have been able to ob<» 
icrvc about hint, incurred the Charge of Here/y for 
no other crime, than that of writing agamft " Monk- 
" eryj the Celibacy of the Clergy j praying for the 
♦* deadi worftjipping the reliqucs of Martyrs j and 
*' lighting up candl<;s to them, afcer the manner of 
«* the Pagans [»»]." But St. Jerom has given tha 
mod rational deBnition of HereJ^, where he fays;^ 
^* That thofc who interpret Scripture to any feofe^ 
" repugnant to that of the Holy Spirit, though thcjj 
♦* Ihould never withdraw themfclvcs from the Church, 
** yet may be juftly called Heretics [»],*' By whicb 
Criterion, the 'Romijh Chtirek will be found much 
iQore Htretkal^ than any of thofe» who, either ia 
antient or modern times, have feparatcd themXelve* 
from its communion on the account of its dodrinca^ 

My next inftance of their Tagat^m is, 
the number of their Donarm er Votive tf- Votivjt t^ 
J^ngs, hanging iLTOuni the. Altars of their ferit$ff. 
Saints : where our Author, h»r ing nothing 
to allege from Scripture, nor any example from an« 
tiquity, but what is purely Beathenijhy is forced to 
change his tone, and to declare, ** That things inno-^ 
*\ cent in themfelves cannot be rendered unlawful, 
** for having been abufed by the Heathens^ apd that 
** it cannot be difiigrecable to the true God, that 
;* thofe, who believe themfelves to have received 
G a " favouri 

f/] Pfcf. p» 13. ^ 
m] Hieron. Oper. T. 4. part 2. p. 275, %%%• e^it. Beaedi^ 
Jt, Cave*s Hift. Liter, par; i. 
[nj Hieron. ibid. par. i*. p. ^oz. 
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'* favours from him by the prayers of his Saints, 
•* Ihould make a public acknowledgment of it [<?].** 
But can a prad^ice be called innocent, which is a 
confefTcd copy of paganifh Superftition? which tends 
to weaken our dependence on God, and to place it on 
thofc, who are not probably in a condition, cither to 
hear, or to help us? which imprints the fame vene- 
ration for the Chrifiim Saints, that the Fagdns paid 
to Xhtxv fuhordinate Deities \ and transfers the honour 
due to God, to the Altars ot departed mortals? Such 
a worfliip, I fay, fb far from being innocent, muft 
fiece^arily be condemned by all unprejudiced men, 
as profane and idolatrous $ as it will more evidently' 
appear to be, from our confideration of the next ar- 
ticle, thtiv wor/hip of Images, 

On this head, our Catholic pours out 
Image- all his rage againft me ; charges me with 
vorjhip. «« dander and mifreprefcntation, and no- 
" torious untruths} fays that I am no 
" better friend to Chriftianity, than to Popery; that 
** I imitate the anticnt Heretics, and copy my argu- 
** roents from the Apoftate Julian [f ] ;" by wiich he 
ftews, in what manner he would filence me, if he 
had me under his difcipline : but I can eafily forgive 
hh railing, while I find myfelf out of his power; 
and rejoice, that we live in a country, where he caa 
life a liberty, which no P^^i/Ep Government would in- 
dulge to a Proteflant. The ground of all this clansonr, 
is, my treating their Image-worjhip, as Idolatrous: 
yet he does not pretend to contradift my fads, but 
the inference only, that I draw from them-, and 
fince he cannot overthrow my premifcs, is the more 
enraged at my conclufion. 

I hid defined Idols y upontheauthority of St.^erww, 
to h Images of the dead: where he is (imple enough 
to imagine, that I included in my definition, all 
images and fiBures whatfoever of the dtadi and calUiC 

there- 

1.9] Prcf. p. 9. 
[/] Prcf. p, 13.* • - 
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therefore 4 brAt of my owm, which I ftUfely ftithtr ufon 
St. j^erom [9]. Yet every man rouft fee, that I could 
mean ao other images, but fuch/^ as I was there treat- 
ing oFj fuch, as had Temples, Altars, and a religiout 
vsrjhip, inftituttd to them j for fiich arc all the Images 
of the Pofijh Churchy and ot all fuch Images of ih§ 
dead, 1 (lull afR. Ill again with Si.Jerom, that thtf 
arc true and p'^op.t idols > 

It is not my preiv nu defign to enter into a formal 
^ifcuiTion of t'c nature of Kiolatry ^ which, according 
to every ftnf of it, as our Divines have fully demon** 
ftrated, is now exerciicd in Fopifh BjonUt upon the 
very fame ji m iples, on which it was formerly prac- 
tifcd m fagtun Rome. The purpoie of my Letter is, 
to illuftratf this argument by the more fenfible cvi* 
(dence of f^dti and, in fpite of the cavils and evafive 
diftindions of their Schools, to fhew their worfidp if 
Images, or of Saints, call it which they will, to be pro- 
perly and adtualiy idolatrous. But our Author defines 
Idols ** to be fuch Images only, as are fee up for 
f( Gods, and honoured as fuch^ or in which fbme 
»« divinity or power is believed to refide by their 
»* wor(hippersi who accordingly offer prayers and 
^* facrificc to them, and put their truftinthem [r].*" 
Such, fayi the Anfwerer, v^re the Idols rf the Gen^ 
tiles: and fuch, fays our Author, I (hall venture to- 
fjy, are the Idds of the Papifts. For what elfc .can 
ive Ay of chofe miraculous Images, as they are called, 
in every great Town of Italy* but that fome Divinity^ 
or Power ii univerfally believed to refide in them? 
Are^not all their people perfuaded, and do not all 
4heir books teftify, that thefe Images have fometimes 
fnoved themfelves from one place to another j have 
wept, talked, and wrought many miracles I And does 
not this necefTarily imply an fxtraordinstry povw r&* 
fiding in them I In the high ftreet of l^eretto, which 
leads to the B$ly]tiaufe^ the (hops are filled with Mtads^ 
G I Crtu 

M Pref. p. io» 

l^j Prcf. p. 11, . : 
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Crucifixes, Agnm^ Dei, and all the xr'mVcts of Topiflf 
manuhdtarc > where I obfcrved printed certificates, 
or tedimonials, affixed to each (hop, declaring all their 
toys to hare been touched 6y the blejfed Image : which 
certificates are provided for no other purpofe, but to 
humour the general pcrfuafion, both ot the buyer 
and the feller, that fome virtue is tommunicated by 
that touch, from a power refiding in the Image. 

In one of the Churches of Ltuca, they (hew an 
image of the Virgin with the child Jefus in her arms, 
of which they relate this Story j •• That a blafphemc- 
*' ingGamefter, in rage and defpair, took up a flooe, 
•* and threw it at the Infant; but the Virgin, to 
** prefervc him from the blow, wh'ch was levelled 
** at his head, fliifted him inftantly from her right 
** arm into the left, in which he is now held,j while 
*' the blafphemer was fwallowed up by the earth 
•' upon the fpot; where the hole, which they dc- 
*^ clare to be unfathomable, is dill kept open, and 
** inclofed only with a grate, juft before, the Altar of 
" the Image. The Virgin however received the 
" blow upon her fhouldcr, whence the blood prc- 
" fently iiTued, which is prefecved in a Cryftal, and 
" produced, with the greatcft ceremony, by the 
*< Prieft in his veftments, with tapers lighted, while 
*' all the company kifs the facred relique on their 
" knees [i}." Now does not the atteftation of this 
miracle naturally tend to perfuade people, that there 
is an aBual power refiding in the Image, which caa 
defend itfelf from injuries, addjnflidb veogeance oa 
all, who dare to infult it ? 

One of the. moft celebrated Images in Itafy is that ^ 
efSt, Dominic, ofSurriano in CtUabrin, which, as their 
kiftoriesteftify, was brought down firom heaven about 
two centuries ago, by thtVirgin Mary in per (on, ac- 
companied by Mary Magdalene and St. Catharhu* 
. Before this glorious pi^ure, as they affirm, <' great 
^ numbers of the dfad haye been rcfipred to life^ 

'* !•* 

X'J 5ll Mfi ITn^*/'* ThiT«b at Ikw^i* . 
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** and hundreds from the agonies of death} the 
** dumb, the blind, the deaf, the lame, have been 
** cured, and all (brts of difeafes and mortal wounds 
" miraculouQy healed;'* all which fa£is are atteftcd 
by public Notaries } and confirmed by the relations 
ot Cardinals, Prelates, Generals and Priors of that 
Orders and the certainty of them fo generally believed, 
that from the 9th ofjulv to the 9th oiAugnft, the 
anniverfary Feftival of tne Saint, they have always 
counted above an hundred thoufand filgrims^ and many 
of them of the higheft quality, who come from dif- 
ferent-parts of Europe, to pay their devotions, and 
make their offerings, to this pi6turc [/]. 

All their Apologifts indeed dedare, what our Ca- 
tholic alfb fays on this head, *< That they do not 
«* afcribe thefe miracles to any power in the Image 
«* itfclf, but to the power of God, who is moved to 
*' work them by the prayers and intcrceflion of his 
** Saints, for the benefit of thofe, who have fought 
*' that intercefiioD before their pidures or images; 
*' and in order to bear teftimony to the faith and 
«• pra^^ice of the Church in this particular article 
«• [»].*• But how can we think it poffiblc, that the 
Deity can be moved to exert his power fo wonder- 
fully for the confirmation of fu<;h ridiculous ftories, 
cffidures and ftatues fent down from heaven; which 
ivbile they blafphemoufly impute to the workman-- 
ihip of Saints or Angels, or of God himfelf [w], are 
' yet always fo rudely and contemptibly performed, 
that a moderate arti(i on earth would be afhamed to 
call them his own ? Or is it at all credible,- that the 
Saints in heaven ihould be as bufy and ambitious, as 

their 
[f] La Tk de St. Dominic, p. <99. 4to» a Plaris, 1647. it. pi 
602. See alfo our Author in his Prefatory Difcourfe to the 
Eighth Edition of bis Letter, of which we are giving thc^Sub- 
ftance, p. xxxi. for a very fuitable Paflage to the fame Purpolei 
vhich he quotb from AnnghuSj in hi& Rom* Sabtcrran. Toom 

a,p. 464.V'^ 

Cachol. Chrift.p. 251. 

~ Ima gi ac m MtsvnIov* £uagr« 
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their votaries are on earth, to advance the pecuUar 
honours of their feveral altars, by their continual in* 
tercelTions at the throne of grace? Or that their* 
whole care above, if they really have any which 
Teaches to things below, fhould be employed, not 
for the geiMrt^l advancement of religion and piety 
among men, but of their ovm private glory and wor- 
(hip, in preference to all their competitors f Noj the 
abfurdity of fuch notions and pra^ices makes it ne- 
ccfliary to believe, that they are all occafionally forged 
for the fupport of fbme lucrative fcheme ^ or to re* 
TJve the expiring credit of fomc favourite fuperftitioo, 
which had been found highly beneficial to the coq- 
trivers of fuch forgeries. -For the very eftedi:, of 
which they boafl:, as a proof of the miracle, betrays 
the fraud j and the multitude of pilgrims and offerings 
to which tfiey appeal, inftead of demonftrlting the 
truth of the fad, does but expofe the real ground of 
the impofture. -* 

But to return to my Antagonifl: If we ihould ask 
him once more, whether there ever was a 'Temple 
in the world, not purely heathenifb, in Which there 
wert any Images, ereBed ore altars, for the purpofe of 
any religious worfhip whatfbever i he muft be obliged 
to anfwcr in the negative. He would be forced like- 
wife to confefsy that there were many fuch Temples 
in Fagan Rome, and particularly the Tantheen, which 
lemains ftiU, in Chriftian Kome ; on whofe numerous 
altars as there formerly flood the Images of as many 
Jfagan Drvt or hbls, (6 there are now flanding the 
Images of as many fopijh Diylot Saints i to whom 
the prefent Romans pay their vows, and offer prayersi 
as their inclinations federally lead them to this or that 
particular Altar : and no man will pretend to fay, that 
there is not the greattfl conformity between the pre^ 
lent and the antient Temple $ or tuat it would notbr 
difficult to furnifh out a private, room more eza^lt 
to the tade of tht old Romam, than tfau fofijh Chsnw . 
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f(ands now adorned with all the furniture of their 
pld Paganifm, 

We are informed by Tlato, that there were Images 
in the Temples of Egypt from the earlieft antiquity 
[at] : And it appears evidently from Scripture, that 
they fubfifted there, as well as in Falefiine, before 
the time of Mofes. The ftri£t prohibition of them 
therefore to the Jerps, while federal other rites of 
the Heathens were indulged to them, in condefcenfion 
to their peculiar circumftances, and carnal a£Fed^ions, 
carries a flrong intimation, that Images are of all 
things the molt dangerous to true religion i as tend- 
ing naturally to corrupt it, by introducing Superdi- 
tion and Idolatry into the worihip of God. [The 
Sight whereof inticeth Fools to, luft after them, fays 
the Author of the Book of Wifdom^ c. xv. ver. f. 
and Jo they defke the Form of a dead Image, an Imagt 

jotted toith d'mers Colours, the Painter's fruitlefs lO' 
hour, that hath no Breath 5 the mifchievous Invention 
of Men to deceive us. Both they that mado them, 
lays he, they that defire them, and ther that worjhip 
them, are Lovers of evil Things^ and are. worthy /d 
have fuck Things to truft upon. 

What follows is nokfs tothePurpofe on this iiil> 
3e£l, expofing both the Idol-makers and Idolaters) 
For the Potter tempering foft earth fafhioneth ever^ 
vejfel with mttch labour for our fervice : yea, of th§ 
fame clay he maketh both the vejfels that ferve for 
clean ufesy and likewife alfo all fuch as ferve to tht 
contrary-, but what is the ufe of either fort, the Pot-' 
ter himfelf is the judge: and, employing his labours 
lewdly^ he maketh a vain god of the fame clay; even 
he winch a little before was made of earth himfelf, 
and within a little while after returneth to the fame 
9ut of the which he was taken i when his life which 
vas lent him Jhall be demanded: not with/landing 

' bis care is, not that he fhall have much labour, not 
that his life is fhort\ but ftriveth to excel Gold' 

''fmith 
\x} Plat. dcLegib.1. a.p,656,Ma»,T^T%I>v(t. ^'^^ 
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Smiths MndSUverfimths, and indernvtwreth tatkliketb§ 
workers in Srafi, and counteth it his gl&ry to mMk§ 
cottntiffiit things. His Hemn is aflses^ his hofe is mor^ 
nnU than earth, and his lifi of lefs value 4han clay: 
forafmuch as he knew not Ins Maker, and him that 
in/pireth into him an aSHve Soul, Mtd Aremthing i» a 
Irving Spirit: Bttt they counted our life a tfaflime, and 
our time here a market for gain : for, fay they^ we mufi 
ke getting every way, though it be hy evil means : 
for this man that of earthly matter maketh brickU vef- 
fels, and graven images, knoweth himfelf to c^nd 
ah(rve all others i and all the enemies of thy feofU^ 
that hold them in fubjeSion, are moft foolijh, andaro 
more imferahle than very babes : fir thev counted all 
the idols of the Heathens to be gods, which neither havo^ 
the ufe of eyes to fee, nor nofes to draw breath, nor ears 
U hear, nor fingers of hands, to handle; and, as for their 
feet, they are flow to go:, for .man made them, and ha 
that borrowed his own fpirit faflmned them, btu no man 
em make a god like unto himfelf for, bdug tnortaU ha^ 
worketh a dead thing with wicked hands : for ho himfdf 
h better than the things which he worflnffeth \ where* 
us he lived once^ but they never, as may be £ud 
** of ibme of the pretended Saints of the Roman 
Church. '* And this was an occafios (c. xiv. xtjy 
f* to deceive the World : For Men, Havmg either Or 
*^ lamity or Tyranny, did afcribe onto Stones and 
** Stocks, the incommunicable Name.»-JFor the wor« 
** ibippiog of Idols, not to be named* (ver. ty,) is 
tt the Beginnings theCaufe, and the End of all Ery.** 
But to return:] The Chrifiian Zmfurors^ as I have al« 
teady intimated, ftridly prohibited their fagan Sub« 
jc£^s << to light up candles, ofiRer inceafe, or hang up 
<< garlands to fenCclefs Images:" for thefe were then 
reckoned the notorious a& of genuine Pagamfm : ytt 
we now fee all thefe very ads performed every day 
in Fopijh countries to the Images of the fofijh Saints^ 
In a word, fince thare never was em Jmago to the 
Temple of th^ true God in any age of the worki^ 



Popery and Paganifkn. 71 

yet a perpetual ufe of tbem in all the Temples. o{th9 
Heathens, it is in vain to difpute about their origin i 
the thing is evident to a demonftration i they muft 
neccflariJy be derived to the frefent Romansy from 
thofe,^ who always ufed, and not from thofc, who al- 
ways detefted thcmi that is, from their Fagan, not 
their ChrifiUn Anccftors. They may quibWc there- 
fore as long as they pkafe; and talk of their J>ecreir 
and Canons, contrived to am ufe the public, and elude 
the arguments of Proteftants, by fiibtile and fpecious 
diftin^ions; while every Traveller, who foes what 
pafles at the Shrine of any celebrated Sainti or m'tra^ 
ctdoMs Itnage in Italy, will be convinced by ocular 
i3 emon drat ion ^ that their people are trained, mflruB'^ 
ed, and encouraged to believe, that there is a divinity 
er power rejiding in thofe Images, and that they a^ual* 
ly offer. up prayers and put thnr truft in them* 

For if there is no flich belief amongft them, as this 
Catholic affirms, for what purpofe do they-expofc 
thofe Images £o fblemnly, and carry them about f>r^ 
ce£ionally, on all occafions of public diflrefs ? Isthcre 
any charm in a block of wood or ftone, to produce 
Tain, or avert a peftilcnce? Or, cin fenfelefs Images 
have any influence towards moving the Will of God ? 
No i their Priefts are not fo filly as to imagine it : the 
fble end of producing them is, not to move Ced^ 
but the populace} to perfuade fhe deluded multitude, 
that there is a power in the Image, that can draw 
down bleffings upon them from Heaven : a do^rine, 
that repays all their pains of inculcating it, by a per- 
petual iupply of wealth to the trcafury of the Chiirch. 
This therefore, as it appears from undeniable fads, is 
the univerfal belief of all Vopifh Countries $ ground- 
ed* as they all adert, oo the evidence of perpetual 
• miracles, wrought by the particular agency of^thefe 
/acred Images, of which I could produce innumerable 
inftances from their own books* 
. In a Collegiate Church of Regular Canons, called 
S$.Uary rflmprumta^ about fix miles bomStcniM, 
% >J^ts% 
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there is 4 miraculous fiBure of the Virgin Mary, paint- 
ed by St. Luke^ and held in the grcatcft veneracioo 
through all Tufcany: which, «s ofc as that State hap- 
pens to be viHted by any calamity, or involved in any 
peculiar danger, is fure to be brought out, and car- 
ried in proccflion through the ftrecis of JF/<?renf e j at- 
tended by the Prince himfelF, with all the Nobility, 
Magiilrates and Clergy ; where it has never failed to 
afford them prefent relief in their greatcft difficulties. 
In teftiraony of which they produce authentic afts 
and records, confirmed by public Infcriptions, fet- 
ting forth all the particular benefits miraculoudy ob- 
tained from each procelTion, and the feveral ofi^ings 
made on that account to the Sacred Image, for many 
centuries pad, down to thefe very times: from the 
notoriety of which fa6ks it became a proverb over 
Italy y that the Florentines had got a Madonna, which 
did for them, whatever they f leafed [^]. 

Among the numerous Infcriprions of this fort, 
there is one in the Church of Imfruneta, to this ef- 
fc€t} " That the facred Image being carried with 
«« folcmn pomp into Florenoe, when it was vifitcd by 
" a pcftilence for three years fucceffivcly, and rc- 
« ccivcd with pious zeal by the great Duke, Ferdi- 
«< nand IT. and the whole body of the people, who 
«« came out to meet it, and having marched about 
." tbc City for three days in proccflion, the fiercencfs 
** of the pedilence began miraculouQy to abate, and 
" foon after intirely ceafed. Upon which the Ma- 
•' giftratcs of health, by a general vow of the Citi- 
** zens, made an offering of ten thoufand ducats of 
« gold, to be employed in providing portions for 
** twenty young women of Jmpruneta to be difpofed 
<( of annually in marriage^ and placed that lofcrip- 
" tion as a Monument of fo fignal a benefit, A. D< 

« 1633 w." 

Duriog 

[ J^ ] Vid. Memorie Iftoricbe della Miracolofa Inunagiae^ 
•ff. in Firen. 1714. 440, p. 85, 
[»J Ibid, p, 20U 
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During the time of tbefe procefTions, they always 
iofcribc cerrain hymns, or prayers, or elogiums o£ 
the Virgin, over the doors and other conlpicuous 
places of each Church, where the Image repofes it- 
iielf for any timej in order to raife the devotion of 
the people towards the f<icrcd objed before them. 
In a proceflion made A.D, 171 1, the following Ia« 
ieriptioa was placed over the principal gate of one of 
their great Churches:— •* The Gate of celeftial benc- 
•• fit. TheGareofS^badon. Look up io the Virgin 
** Herfelf. Pais in to me, all ye, who defire me. 
** Wbofoerer (hall Bad me, will find life, and draw 
<* falvation from the Lord. For there is no one, 
«' who can be &ved, O moft Holy Virgin, but 
** through Thee. There is no one who can he do- 
*' livered from cf ils, but through Thee. There Is 
*" no one, from whom we can obtain mercy, vbut 
*• through Thee.**-In the condufion arc theft ex- 
preflkms:**-^ Msfy Indeed opens the bofbm of her 
•* mercy to all; §0 thst the whole Unlvcrfc receives 
** out of her fulnefs: the Captive, redemption; 
<• the Stck, a cure^ the Sad, comfort; the Sinner, 
«< pardon i the Juft, grace; the Angel, joyi the 
•* whole Trinity, glory [/»].*• 

Now what c«n we fay of a devotion fo extrava- 
gant and bla^bemous, but that it is a rerival o^tht 
old Hirefi rfth» CUllyridmns 5 maintained by a feH ff 
filly women j who fell into their fcoUfh irror or mad- 
nejSi 2sEpipkanws czWixt^ through im txcefs of zeal to* 
wards the bUffed Virgin^ whom they refolved to ad- 
vance into 4 Goddefst and to introduce the worlhip 
of Her as fuch into the Chriftian Church [^]? 

I cannot difmifs the (lory of this wonderful fiSturo^ 

without giv ng the reader iome account of irs origitr, 

as it is delivered by their writers, not grounded, as 

they %, on vulgar fame, but on public records, and 

H hi- 

[tf] Ibid, 234. 

[^J'Epiph.adr. Kau-. wl. I. p. 1058. Edit. Pir. l6»2. Vid, 
etiam p. 1054. 6 
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hillorics, confirmed by a prrpctui) feries of miracles, 
•— '< When the Inhabitants o\ ImfrtmetM had rcfblved 
•' to build a Church to the Virgin, and were dig- 
" ging the foundations of it with great zeal, oo a fpot 
*' marked out to them by heavens one of the la- 
•* bourers happened toftrike bis pickax againftfbme- 
** thing under ground, from which there iflued pre- 
*' fcntly a complaining voice or groan. The.work- 
** men, being greatly amazed, put a ftop to their 
<* work for a whilej but, having recovered their fpirits 
•' after fome paufc, they ventured to open the place, 
** from which the voice came, and found the mira- 
" culous Image [^.].'' 

This calls to my mind a P/f^n Stoty, of the iame 
Aamp, and in the iame country, prefecved to us by 
Ciaro; coocerning the origin of.Divination : '* That 
*' a man beipg at plough in a ccrtaiavfield olEtrstrm, 
** and happening to ftrike his plough Ubmewhat 
" deeper than ordinary, thf re ftarted up before him 
" out of the. furrow, a D^rity, whom they called 
-«• T'tges. Ti\« plough man, terrified by {o ftrange an 
<« apparition^ made fuch j»n outcry, that he alarmed 
** all his neighbours, and in.a.fhort time drew the 
<< whole country around him.^ to whom the God^ 
" .in the hearing of them ail, explained the whole art 
** and mydcryof divination: which ail their writers and 
*' records amrmed to be the genuine origin of that 
<* difcipline, for which the old Tnfcans were after- 
«' wirds fo famous." Nowthcfc two (lories, forged 
at (liferent rimes in the fame country, and for the 
fame end of fupporting an idolatrous worHi p, bear 
fucSi a relembUnce to each other, that every one will 
fee the one to have been a bungling imitation of the 
orh'ti and we may fay of the Ptf/>i^ Madonna, what 
Ocero fays x)f the Fagun Tagcs " That none can be 
•* fo iilly a^ to believe, that a God was ever dug out 
** of the ground J and that an attempt to confute 

" fuch 

[cj Vide Mem»ri« Iftoriche deUa Mincoiofa Immagiae, 
iu Fir«;n. 1714. 4to. p. 53. ^Cf 
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«* fuch ftorics would be as filly, as to believe them 
" fif)." My defign therefore in colUaing them was, 
nbt fo much to cxpofe the folly of them to my 
Froteftant readers, as to admonifti our Fapip, by 
unqucftionable h6ts and inftanccs, drawn hoai the 
ptefentprafticcofR(7»i^ into what a labyrinth of folly 
and impiety their principles will naturally lead them, 
When they arc pulhed to their full length, and ex- 
erted without referve or rcftraint j and to lay before 
them the forgeries and impoftures which arc prac- 
tifcd in their Church, to fupport the abfurd doc- 
trines, which (he impofes as the necelTary terms of 
Catholic communion. 

Their conftant method of recurring to 
differtnt Saints in their different cxi- Trovtncial 
gencies, is nothing elfe, as many writers fdints. 
have obferved, but an exaA copy of the 
Fagm fuperftition, grounded on a popular belief* 
that their Saints, like the old Daemons, have each 
their difthiB prwimes, w frrfeStures affigned to them \ 
Ibme over particular countries, cities, focieties, and 
even the different trades oi menj others over the ft- 
veral d^eafes of the body, or the mind; others over 
the winds, the rain, and various fruits of the earth 
[«]. So that God's rebuke to the Apoftatzing Jem, 
is full as applicable to the Papifls, for committ ng 
vhtndoms with their Idols^ and fayitlg« <* I Will go 
" after my lovers, who give me my bread and my 
" water} my wooll and my flax j mine oil and my 
" drink — for they did not know, that I gave them 
«* their corn and wine and o'.l, anJ multiplied their 
" filver and gold, which they prepared for Baal [/] " 

Our Catholic proceeds to affirm, " That _, 
« all the devotion paid to their Saints ^^^^'^'^ 
« extends no farther, than to defuc their '^ ^''''^'''• 
•Hi ** pray- 






Ck. de Dtvin. i, 13, 

Orig. con. Cdf. 8. p, 399, Sec Conformit)' of ant. and 
mod. ccremoiy p. iiz, ^c% 
[/J Hofca it. 5, 7.- - 
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*' prayers; and that the pi^res and images of then* 
'* which we fee in their Churches, are no more than 
'* mere memorials, dciigned to exprefs the efteeai» 
'- which they retain for ihe peribns fb reprefentcd \ 
** or as helps to raife their affe&ions to heavenly 
** things j and that eve-y chid areoogft them knowa 
•* this to be true [^y* Yet I have demoo(lratcd» 
from their public Infcriptioas, as weU as the explicit 
tcftimooies of their writers, ihat thofe Images are 
placed by them in their Churches, as the proper ob- 
jeds of nligiom uderaiwui and that they afcribe to 
their Divi, or SMmts, who are represented by them» 
the very fame titles, powers and attributes, which 
the Htathens afcribed to tktir Dehies i invoking 
rhem as Tutelary Divinuies; " as prciiding over their 
" Temples, and the affairs of men, as moCt power- 
'* ful, invincible, and always ready to help and re- 
*' lieve their votaries [it] :" All which i$ confirmed 
by the conllant ftile of their prayers, and the exprcfi 
language of their lAturgUs, Mifffls and Mreviariej, 
tez forth ac Rome by public authority : in which the 
Vir^gm is Cillcd, the mnhtr ^ mercy^ Hope ef tk$ 
worldy the onlf truft if Sinners i and the Samis ad« 
(*>Ttff<:d to under the titles of Interceffiirs, Fr^0^9rt 
fiind Difpetifers tf Grace. MaU$natu$ calls it .« an im- 
•» pious and fully error of the Protelbnts, to think 
** rhac no religious worfhip is dut to any, but to 
•* God." And fome oi their expurgatcry Jmlexes go 
fo far, f s to expunge all thofe paili^es of the Frtmi- 
ttve Fathers, which teach, that creatures ought not to 
be adored [/] . 

The Abbot de Marolles telates a convcrfition, in 
which he was once engaged with a Capuchin^ who 

had 

Pwf. p. 9, lO, 12, 
See Letter, p. zg» 
^ ^ Sahe Regina-^ Matermifericordia, vita, dulcedo^ & 
fptt n<fira, Jalye. Ad 7g clamamus cjcuUt JiUi E-v^, ice 
^Zitlei^!'^' Maldonat. in Mat. v. J5« I«#x Exparjat, 
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had been employed in feveral miffions, and a cele- 
brated Preacher of ^ranct^ in the pre fence of an Hugo* 
not Gentleman } for whofefake the Abbot took occa- 
fion to rpeak oF Images in the fame moderate flrain, 
in which our Catholic thinks fit to treat them in his 
prefent addrefs to Proteftanrsj " That they were 
** placed in their Churches, not for the people to 
. " adore, or put their truft in them, hut to ediFy 
" their ienfes, by the reprcfentat'on of holy things. 
** But the Abbot's difcourle gave offence both to the 
" Frier and the Preacher ^ they infifted on an higher 
•* degree of veneration ^ urged the (lories of their 
•« fniraculot^s Images, and the extraordinary devoiion 
** that was paid by the Pope, the Bifhops, and (he 
** whole Church, to fome of them, which had been 
" known to fpeak, or were brought down from 
'' heaven, or made by the hands of Apoftles and 
•• Angels i or had been confecrated on the account 
" of fome particular Virtues, and were carried for 
** that reafbn in proceffions, and wor (hipped on 
*♦ Altars, as well as the Acred reliqucs^ whofc mi- 
** rades could not be contcfted by any, but obftinate 
•» Heretics, who would f^oner renounce the tcllimo- 
•* ny of their CcnCes, thin be convinced of their er- 
** rors. In (hort, the Cipuchin declared, that the 
•*- authority of the Church was the folc rule of faith j* 
«* and that to refift it, was a mamfcft rebellion, and 
«« worthy of the laft punilhment [k]." AnJ this 
opinion, after all, maintained by the Frier, is the 
genuine notion of Jmage-worjhip, which prevai's at 
this day in the Romifh Church, and efpecially in //^/y,. 
as 1 have fully demonftrated by the h£Xs above recited. 

1 have fiid in my Letter, ** That fevc- 
•• ral of the antient Heroes were more The author's 
«« worthy of veneration, than fome of yeratitn 
•« the modern Saints, who have difpof- \^;^,rf/„fj 
" {IfTcd them of their Shrines j and that andmartyu 
** I (hould fooner pay divine honours lo 

H 3 « the 

f*] Mcmcifff de M. dc MaroIIes, par. i. p. 146. 
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<* the Fouoders of Empires than to the Foanders of 
** Monadtries/' This our Author aggravstes into a 
heavy charge againft me; as if I were o&endcd, to 
fee the Hentl^ Temples ionverttd into Chriftutn 
Churches, .and had ad^ually preferred the P»gM» Dei» 
tits before the MMtyvs cfChrift [/]. Where, accord- 
ing to his cudoro, be either widely miftakes, or 
wilfully mifirepre&Qts, my meanttig; for u r# tht 
genuine Saints and Mnrtyrs of the ChrifiUn Charchf 
that is, allthofe, who, inpaftages, have lived agree« 
ably to the rules of the GodTpel, or died in the defence 
of it, I reverence them as highly, as they ousht to 
be reverenced by any ChHftian ; yet (ball never be in- 
duced to worlhip them : ] confider them as tllu(hioas 
proofs of the txcellence cf the Chridian doctrine, 
and ihining examples of pietv and fortitude to all iiic- 
ceeding ages. But as for the fofifh Saints, I believe 
Several of them to be wholly fi£litious; manjr more 
to have fpcnt their lives contemptibly j and fome of 
them evtrn wickedly. And out of the/e three Qades, 
let our Author chufe where he wiil$ oat of the /£?/- 
ticHu the contemptible, or the wicked: I Ib&B venture 
to affirm once more, that I would fooner worfhip 
"Romulus, or Antonine, than any of them : fboncr pay 
sny devotion to the founders, than to the Difturlers 
ot kingdoms j iboner to the BenefnSlors, than to the 
Terfecutors of mankind j and this is the whole, that I 
have ever meant. 

But the Anfwerer caUs it a notorioas 
'F'iBitious falflxKx) to £j^y, ** That many of their 
jaints* '* Saints were never heard of but in 

** their Legends i or had no other merit 
** but of throwing kingdoms into convuifions, for 
«« the fake of fome gainful impofturc [w]." Yet I 
have produced (evcral indanccs of the firft fbrr, 
which every reafonable man muft think dccilive} in 
the cafe oi Evodia, St, Viar, Amfhihlus, Veronica: 

but 

!/] Prrf. p. 12, 13, 
m\ Picf. p* J4* 
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bat n$ fueh Saints^ he fsys, «^r# rmr honoured in 
their Church: by which he means nothing more, 
as he himielf explains it, than, that they never 
were formglly eanonix^ii, mnd entered inte the Roman 
Martyrology [»]: which is nothing to the purpoies 
fiace, as I have (hewn from unqueftionable authority, 
they were all honoured with Altsrs and Imagest and 
openly worflnffed in Catholic Countries^ as Saints and 
Martyrs i and thzt Veronica in particular, though the 
name only of a figure, was advanced into a perfrnt 
by the Authority of PoU Urban ^ and placed as fuch 
upon an Altar, in the face of all Chriftendom, in St, 
Teter's at Rome [0]. Yet all men, who know any 
thing of Hiftory, either facred or profane, muft ne- 
ceilarily be convinced, that the whole ftory, not only 
of the Saint, but of the pilhire alfo, which they ex- 
poie on certain Feftivals with the greatcft pomp, and 
for the original of which di£K;rent Cities contend, is 
a mere cheat and forgery. 

It is a thing conft&cd, and lamented by the graveft 
of their own Communion, that the names and wor- 
ihip of ma9iy pretended Saints, who never bad a real 
exi(lence> had been fraudulently iropofed upon the 
Church. In the Catacombs of Rome, which, in the - 
times of Heathenifm, w^s the burial-place of the 
(laves, and poorer Citizens, and where the bones of 
Fagans and Chriftians lie jumbled promi(cuouily to- 
gether, if they happen to find a little phial, or piece 
cfglafs tinged with red, at the mouth of any particu- 
lar hole, they take it preienrly, as the learned' Af^i/- 
faucon informs us, for a certain proof of Martyrdom ; 
and by the help of the next infcr'ption, that they 
can. pick up from fome neighbouring Grave-ftone, 
prefcntly create a new Saint and Martyr to the Fopijk 
Church, Mabillon, as I haveobfcrved, wifties, " that 
*< they would be more fcrupolous on this head y and 
<< not forge ib many iabu'ous ftories of Saints, with* 

•• out 
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** out any cercaja oame; nor impoie Paganifh in- 
«* fcriptions for Chriftiao, upon the Church [py* 

Our Catholic himfelf, in this very work, where 
he is labouring to give the moft fpecious turn to 
every part of their worfliip, is forced to allow Aich 
a confufion and jumble among the Martyrs and their 
nliquis, as approaches very nearly to what I am now 
affirming: he. fays, *< That manyof thehr Saints hav- 
** ing boroe the fame name, it eaiiiy happens, that 
" the reliques, which belong to one, are attributed 
*< to another i and that there are many antient 
** Martyrs, whofe names at prefent are unknown: 
<< yet whofe reliques have all along been* honoured 
<< in the Churchy and that it was eafy for the igno- 
<< ranee of fbme, or the vanity of others, to attri- 
" lute to them the names of other Saints [qy* The 
old Athenians were called fuferfiitious by the Apoftle, 
for erediing an Mtar to the unknown God ,* but our 
Tafifts, we fee, by their own confefTion, ereS Altars 
to mknown Saints, and unknown reliques. 

It may not beamifs to obferye in this place. That 
the Papifts, in their vcrfions of the Scr pturcs into 
the modern tongues, have contrived, by various fal- 
iifications, to makp them fpeak the language of their 
Mijfals and Breviaries^ in order to fan^ify their no- 
vel rites by the authority of the Apoftlesj and make 
the people believe, that they had been pTadlifed from 
the times even of the Gofpel. Thus, to countenance 
this pradVice of beatifying or making Saints in the 
church, they have rendered a paflage of St. James 
V. If, not as it ought to hf. Behold how we account 
thofe blejfed'y but. Behold how we beatify thofe, who 
have fuffered with conftancy : and in favour alio of 
their proce£ions j wliere it is faid, Heh. xi. 50. that 
the walls of Jericho fell down, after they had cow faffed 
it about [even days: their verhons render it, after a 
PROCESSION ofjeven days around it. And, to give the 

bctttr 
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hetter colour to their trade of Filgrinuiges, Si, Foid, 
according to their verfions, requires it, as the quali- 
fication of a g§§d wid&», thmt flit haw UJgtd Pil* 
ORiMs, I Tim. V. 10. and St. Jdm praiies Gmiusy ior 
having ietdt fauhfnUy mtb Pilgrims*-} John, Tcr^ 

But to piirfue the objections of our CathoUc ^ he 
declares my account of Si* Orefie, whofe name I 
fuppofe to have been derived from the mountain 
Soraiie, on which his Motutftety nv» ftands^ to ho riM* 
culous b^ond meafmo : yet Mr. AMfin, who was 
no ridiculous Author, has rdated it as a certain fad; 
which he borrowed probably from (bme of thehr 
own writers, or at kaft from fbme of the Antiquaries 
of Romo, among whom I heard the fimc ftory. But 
if the notion of fifHtious Samts be £o notorioufly 
falfc, as he aflerts it to be, let him tell us, if he can» 
in what Hiftory we may find the hGt^ of thofc vcrr 
Saints, whom 1 have named, and whom their Cbarca 
adopts as genuine^ St. Orejle, Bacco, ^turinm, K#* 
muia, and Rtdomfta, ConcorJid, Nymfha^ Mtrcit^ 
rms [r]. 

The creation of Samts is become as 
common almoft, as the creation of Car* Camnlxji>^ 
dinals; there having feldom been a Pope, iiont* 
who did not add wme to the Calendar. 
BonediSi XIII. cunonix^d tight in one Summers «nd 
his SucccfTor Clement XII. the laft Pope^ four moro. 
Daring my (lay at Kome^ I faw the Beatific Ation of 
one Andrew Conti, of the family of the Pope the« 
reigning, Innocent XIII. for this is another feurce 
of fupplying/r^/^ Saints to the Church' ^ when, to hu- 
mour the ambition of the Pope, or the other Princes 
of that Communion, this honour is conferred on 

(bmc 

* SeeatreatUemtiioIed, P^ery an e»e my tc Scripture, ythup 
the learned and ingenious Author, Mr. Serces, has given a 
large colleftion of tbefe falfficationt ^ made to fupport their 
4 vera 1 frauds and innoratioas* 

[r] See Letter^ p. %\* 
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fome oi their name and family : and as there muft^ 
be a teftimony of miracles, wrought by every pcr- 
fyn fo CAnanixied or beMtifiedy either when living or 
dead, fb I was curious to' inquire, what miracles 
were afcribed to this bemiifod Andrew i which I found 
to be nothing elfe, but a few contemptible (lories* 
delivered down by tradition, which (hewed only 
the weaknefs of the man, and the abfurdicy of be* 
lieving, that God (hould exert his omnipotence for 
the produ6lion of fuch trifles. 

As to the proof of miracles, -which is efiential ta 
the(e Canomx*titkmi every one will conceive, how 
cafy it muft be m a fundfon contrived to fcrve the 
intefeft of the Church, and the ambition of its rulers, 
to procure fuch a te(limonial of fhem, as will be 
fufiicicnt for the purpofc. In the Deifications of an- 
tient Romey the atteftation al(b of a miracle was held 
nec<r(Iary to the a6fc. In the cafe of Romnlus, one 
Julius Proculus, a man (aid to be of a worthy and 
upright chara^cr, took a folemn oath, <* that Ro* 
** msdus him felf appeared to him, and ordered htm 
" to inform the Senate of his be ng called up to 
*< the afTembly of the Gods, under the name of ,^i- 
«* rinus Lj]i" and m the Deification of the Cafars, a 
teftimony upon oath, of an Eagle's jflying out of the 
funeral pile^ towards heaven, which was luppofed to 
convey the ioul of the deceaied, was the eftablijhed 
fr oof of their Divinity [t]. Now as thcCc pagan Dei' 
fications are the only patterns in hiftory, for the P*- 
fijh Canonizations 9 fo the invention of miracles is 
the dngle art, in which modern Eiome is allowed to 
excel the antient. 

In the Jefuits College at St, Omar\ the 

Thomas Father, who (hewed us the Houfe, hap- 

Becket, pening to produce fbme relique, or memo- 

rial of St. Ihomas, wbich he treated with 

much reverence, one of our company asked me. 

What 

Vid. Plutar. in rit. Romult. Dionyf. Halicar. !• a. p. 114* 
Dio Ca/r. p. 59l8» 84a, 
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iWhat Thomas he meint ? Upon which I unwarily fauS, 
'< Ic is Thomas Beckit, who is worfhipped as a great 
** Saint, on this fide of the water". •* Yes, Sir," re- 
plied the fefuit, with a ieverc look, " if there is 
" any faith in hidory, he deferves to be efteemcd a 
" great Saint/* But I may venture to affirm in Eng- 
land, what I did not care to difpute in a College of 
JefuitSy that this celebrated Thomas had more ot the 
-reSel than of the Ssunt in him i was a Prelate of a - 
rooft daring, turbulent, fedttious fpirit} inflexibly 
obftinate, infatiably ambitious, intolerably infblent j 
whofe violence the Pofe himfelf endeavoured in v.«in 
to moderate } as it appears from fuch monuments, 
as the Tafifts therofelves muft allow to be authentic, 
a colle^ion of Becktt*s own Leue^s, prcfcrved ftill in 
the Vatican, and printed fome years ago in Brujfels 

From thefe Letters, I fay, it appears, that not on- 
ly the King, and the ^Vhole body of his Barons, but 
even the Bijhofs, Abbots ^ and Clergy, openly con- 
demned his behaviour as highly rafb, rebellious, and 
criminal [v]. Yet this man is now adored, as one 
of the principal Saints and Martyrs of the Bjomijh 
Church. 

Let our Catholic tell us al(b, if he 

•pleafcs, what opmion his Church enter- Oivntithe 
tains o^ Garnet the Jefuit, who was privy Jejuit, 
to the Gunpowder -plot, and hanged for 
his treafon : if he dares to fpeak his m'nd, he will de- 
clare him to he a Saint and Martyr ofChnfti for fuch 
he is held to be at Rome and St* Omer's: yet all Pro- 

•teftants will rank him, I dare fay, among thof- Saints, 
whom I juftiy call the dtfturbers of Kingdoms y and 
who merited the honour of their Saint jhip, not by 

fpread- 

[1/] Vid. Eplft. & Vit. Div. Thoma?, 2 Vo\ 4to. Bruxcllij, 
168--. 1. I. Ep. 4, 43.— -it. vid. 1. 2, •.94, &c, 

fnv\ See our Author's Prefatory Difcourfe at length, p. Ixx. 
eq. for further Proofs of the Vileaei«, and even ViUainy, of 
this capital Romiih Saint* 
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fpreading the' light of the Gofpd, but icattermg 
firebrifids aod deftru&ion tkrougb the world. 

* Our Author cannot cofsprehend, wh/ 
AiorMton I (hould bring in tb^ sihrathn tfthe Hofi 
tftht hofi. among the other articles of my charge \ 

£nce, by my own confeflTioo, I find no 
reiemblance of it in any part of the^4^4w worfhip \x\ 
But I ha^e given a good reafim tor my not finding 
it there, which might have uught him alfo^ why I 
bronght it in; because it was too abfiird for the 
Pradice even of the Heathens i who thought, that 
none cookl ever be £o road, as to make it a point of 
rd^;ion, ta eat their God. This I (Hewed from the 
authority ofTulfy^f whom I prefer therefor e^ he ^ys, 
/9 the ApojiUs and Zvangelifis : as if tbofe facred 
writers had expreily declared tho fairatmnul hredd 
to be God\ which all Proteftants deny, in that grols 
and ridiculoutf fenie. in which the fafifts interpret 
them. 

But as it is not my frefent purpofe to 
Tranfub* examine the real merit of TrmJuSfianti' 
Jhuftiatm* stioth & I fhall take notice only <^ one 

argument t&at he alleges for it, which, 
if it has any force, muft be allowed indeed to be con- 
clufivej that " th^ unerring aurhority of the Church 
'' has declared it to be true, and injoincd the belief 
•* of it i' and after fuch a decifion, *• that it is the 
^' part of an Infidel, rather than a Cbridian, to ask, 
•« How can this be [;']?" 

, This IS the laft rcfort oi Popery i the 
Implicit fum of all their reafoningi to rcfolve 
frUh» aH religion into an implicit faith, and a 

flavifli obedience to the authority of the 
Church; which by innumerable texts of Serif tare, {^js 
our Author, ij declared to be the indifpenjable duty of 
every Chriftian [;c]. We may fpare ourlclvcs then 

the 
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'the pains of thinking and inquiring ^ drop the pe« 
rllous task of (ludying the Scriptures i the Churchy 
like an indulgent mother, takes all chat trouble upon 
lierfelf j warrants her dodbrines to be divine ^ and 
cnfures our falvationi on the fingle condition of take- 
ing her word, for it. 

But all Proteftants miid fee the horrible cfFedls of 
liich a principle j an Incjuifition ready to (kisfy all 
their doubts j aprifbnand tortures prepared for thoic, 
who dare to ask their priefts, what Nicodemus asked 
* our Saviour, Bow can fhefe things bef Thus our 
Catholic, in ^ mentioning the cafe of a Proteftanc 
converted to their JFaith, who may happen to be pof- 
fefled ftill with fome fcruples, declares, " that he 
•* has nothing to fear in conforming himfclf tofhe 
** authority of the Church i but very much, inmake- 
** ing aciy fcruplc to hear and obey his fp^r^tual 
« Guides [/!].*• 

As to my 6th and 7th inftances o^ their Taganifm^ 
fince our Catholic has offered nothing upon them 
worth the pains of confidering, I (hall refer the reader 
to my Letter, without troubling him with any thing 
farther about them, and proceed to the more imjpor« 
tapt article of their miracles. 

Here he begins to grow warm again, ' ' ;* 

and declares, " That I am always offend- Miracles. 
« ed with miracles, wherc-cvcr I meet 
« with them} and is lorry, that I do not (peak out 
" in favour of my friends the Freethinkers, and (hew 
*« the yemjh and Chrtftian miracles to be no better, 
** than thofe of the fagans [^]." This is the cpn- 
(lant refuge of bafHed zealots, to throw the odium 
of infidelity and jree-thinking on tho(e, who dare to 
expole their impoftures. But he hoped perhaps to 
find (bme even of tf«r tfw» Church ready to join with 
him in the cry ; fince he appears to be no ftranger to 
the offence, which the freedom of this very Letter 
I ■ , had 

[a] lb. p. 65, 66. 
\b] Prcf. p. 4, i7» 
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had given to certain men, who are too apt to coa- 
£der their ownopinions» as theftandard of Cbriftiaa 
. faith \ and to treat even the dtfmders of our religioa 
as defertirs^ if they do not fubroit to z€t under &ir 
direction, . and defend it by their principles. Tfte& 
men imagined^ that I had actackedfthe fppilh miradis 
with a gaiety, that feeo&cd to contemn a(l miracleSk 
aad particularly tbofe of our Saviour ^ by hivading 
the force ofthoft rtdesy which Mr. tept had eftablifh- 
cd, as th^ critmm of trui miracles: whereas the 
truth of the matter is, as I have often declared it to 
nay friends, that, at the time of writing t\xt Utters I 
had never read Mr. Lefie*$ treacife, nor fo much at 
Imew, whathh rides Wire*. 

My only view wm, to expoft the for- 
jtutborU gcry of the V9ftfi miracles in the ftrong- 
'"'T' "iT" ^^ manner that I was ablej and, inijfiite 
^§bmt' ®^ ^^ ^^c evidence, which they pretend 
rscles. to produce for tbenOf (o (hew, that tbej 

ftood upon no better ground, than chofi 
of their Ta^an Ancefters. I had obferved, not. only 
from books, but from experience, what thefe Ca- 
villers perhaps were not io well apprifed of, that 
the fretence efmiraclis was the grand fupport of the 
JLomJh Church, and what gave a findiqn to all their 
other frauds; that their conftapt appeal to a divine 
power, exerting iticlf miraculoully amongft thcm« 

fave them not only their chief advantage againft 
mteftants, but furniibed the Deifis alTo with the 
snoft obvious argumenta agaioft revelation itfirtf: for« 
<< Thefe pious cheats, as Mr. Lefie favs, are the foreft 
•< difgraces of Chriftianity i which have bid the 
** faired of any one contrivance, to overturn the cer« 
<< tainty of the miracles of Cbrfft. and the whole 
^* truth of the Gofpel, by putting them all on the 

•• fame 

'' ♦ For our Atithor*t opinion of Mr. Lejliels erittrion of one 
nindet, fee his iVe&tory Diicourie at ieoflth^ p. tasriif 
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** iam« foot [cy* To deftroy the authority there- 
fore of thefe cheats, was to fap the foundation of 
Tapery^ and overturn tlie main pillar, on ^rhich its 
power fubfifts : which wiis the real motive of my 
dwelling longer m thU^ than on any other article, as 
our Catholic obferves [/|. 

That my fentiments therefore on this 
head may neither be midaken, nor fa- m% opinion 
fpedcd J and that I may give fatisfadtion, in relation to 
as far as I am able, to all, whom, by »"'«f^'' 
any freedom of expreflion, I may pofli- 
bly have offended, either in this, or in any other of 
my writings \ I take this occafion to declare, that 
I look upon miracles, when accompanied with all 
the ^ircumftances proper to perfiiide us of the rMlitj^ 
of the faifs, laid to be performed, and of the Mgnisf 
of the ndt for which they were performed, to bi 
the mod decifive proofs, that can be given, of the 
truth and divinitv of any religion. This was evi- 
dently the cafe of the Jewijh a'lad of the CMflhnmU 
TMclesi wrought in fuch a manner, as could leave no 
doubt upon the fetifes of thofe, who were the wit- 
nefles or them ; and for the nob)e(^ end, for wbicb- 
the Deirv can be conceived to intcrpbfe bimfcif $ the 
univerfal good zxAfrlvatkn of man. For the Jewljh 
and Chriftian di/penfmionj are but different parts of 
one and the fame Scheme,* mutually illudrating and 
confirming each other's authority: and from this 
view of them, in which they (hould always be con* 
fidered, as neceflarily connc^ed, and dependent on 
each other, we {ce the weaknefs of that obje^ion, 
commonly made to the Mofaic parr, on the account 
of its being calculated for the ufc only of a peculiar 
people I whereas, in truth, it was the beginning, or 
firfl opening, of an tmiverfal Syftem ; which, from the 
time of Mofes, was gradually manifeded to the world 
la by 

[c\ See Leflie\ SlMxt Method with the Dtifts^ p. a^. Voir l» 
oThtt Works. 
[d] Premier, p. 4« 
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by the fucccflivc milfioos of the Trophets, till tBat 
fjdnefs ofiimit or coming of the Me^dh, Hfhen life an J 
immortality were hoHght to light bj theGofpel, or the 
chief good and happincfs ot mao perfcdlly revealed 
Co hioL 

That Miraeks have ever been thought the rooH: 
authentic proofs of a divine milTion, fcems to be de- 
clared by the fcnfe of all nations, fince there never 
was a religion pretending to be divine, which did not 
fupport thar prctenfion by aa appeal to them : yet 
the innumerable forgeries of this fbrr, which have 
been impofed upon mankind in all ages, are fo far 
from weakening the credibility o^ tht JewifB and 
Chrifiian' miracles^ that they ftrengthen it. For 
how could we account for a pradlice fo ttniverfal, of 
forging miracles for the fupport of falfe religions^ if 
en Jome occafions they had not ad^ually been wrought, 
for the confirmation of a true or^e I Or how is it po{^ 
iible, that £0 many ffurious copies (hould pafs upon 
the world, without fome genuine original, from 
whichthey were drawn i whole Jb9aiP» exigence,. and' 
mf^fuccels, might give an appearance of probability 
to the counterfeit f Now, of all the miracles of anti- 
quity, there are none that can pretend to the cha- 
racter of originals, but thofe of the Ojd and New Tefia- 
tnfnt i which, though the oldeft by far, of all others, 
of which any monuments now remaia in the world, 
have yet maintained their credit to this day, through 
the perpetual oppoilcion and fcrutiny of ages; whilft 
all the rival productions of fraud and craft have long 
ago been fucccflivcly exploded, and funk into utter 
contempt. An event, that cannot reafonably be 
afcribed to any other caufe, tut to the natural torcc 
and effcd of truth, which, though defaced for a time 
by the wit, or deprclTcd by the power, of man, is 
fure ftill to triumphrin the end, over all the falfe mi- 
micry of art, and the vain efforts of human poKcy. 

I have charged the Popifli Church, in my Letter, 
with many inftanccs oi forged miracles \ to which-this 

Au- 
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Author does noc think fie to make any 
pirticulap reply; but contents himfclf ^ofifh ml* 
with a general aniWcr, which muft needs rucUs. 
be thought curious : for he obferves, 
" That whether the mh^clcs, which I have pitched 
" upon, be true or hKc^ there is nothing at leaft 
" heathenifh m them r and con^uently nothing thaC 
** fhews the conformity, which 1 pretend to dcmott*i 
«« ftrate, between Popery and Pagaoifm [«J.** Which 
is, in effedtf to fay, that allowing them to be for^^^ 
yet they were not forged by ¥agm^ but by Chr0iam 
Triefis ; not for the purpofcs ofFagarty but oiChrifium- 
fuperfljiim, fo that I cannot wkh any propriety caU 
them heathenifh. — But are they not all copied from 
the patterns of Fagantftnf Are they not applied to 
the iaa>e purpofes of fraud and delusion ; to keep 
their peop e in a Oavifh fubjedtion to an idolatrous 
v^orjhifi and to acquire wealth and power to the 
priefthood ? This certainly is downright Pagam/m^ 
and the moft dcttftaWc part of.it. 

He proceeds, howerer, toa^t with his ufual gra- 
vity, •* That God has been p'eaied, in .every age, to 
" work moft evident miracles in their Church, by 
" the mimjhy of his Saints i \n raffing the dead to 
** life} in curmg the bKnd and the lame^ in cafting 
** out devils; in heaKng inveterate difeafes in a mo« 
<< ment, attefted by the moft authentic monuments; 
** which wilt be a ftanding evidence to all nations, 
« that the Church, in which they are wrought, is 
" not that Idolatrous Pagan Church, which I pre- 
«« tend it to be, but the true Spoufe of Chrift— [/] * 
This is the conftant voice of all the Roman Afologifis i 
that ** the CathoHcifm of their Church is dcmon« 
« ftrated by the notoriety of their miracles [^].* 
But finee the end of all mingles is to convert unbe- 
lieversj if their mirackt be really wrought by the 
I 3 powc5 



& 
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power ofChriJl, why arc they not wrought, like the 
mlracUs ofChrift, ia open day-Iig|it} in the midO; of 
unbelieving nations ; not for the acquifition of gain 
or fower to fartictdar perfim, but for the benevolent: 
ends of conferring fomc general good, by reforming 
naens lives, enlightening their underftandings, and 
promoting truth and peace and charity anaongfl men ? 
Why are none of them wrought in FroteJIant coun* 
tries, for whofc converfion they are always alleged ; 
but huddled over among their own bigotted votaries, 
prepared by an habitual credulity, to receive any im- 
pofturc, that their Pricfts can invent [^] ? 

While St. Thomases Shrine flouri(hcd at 
Becket*/ Canterbury, his SaintOiip was demon- 
mracleu flrated by perpetual miracles [i]; in 
which, as the Hiftorians of thofe times 
tell us, he far outdid not only all other Saints, but 
even our Saviour himfelf. There were two volumes 
of them prefcrved in the Church oi Canterbury i and 
another book in France^ in which there was an ac- 
count of two hundred andfeventy. Feter of Blois, a 
celebrated writer of that age, after drawing a parallel 
between Thomas the Apofile, and Thomas the Martyr^ 
iays, <' I do not pretend to compare a Martyr with aa 
•* Apofiie; ibr SLTutpoJlle is greater; but it is glorious 
" for us to have a Martyr, who bears the name of ao 
<* Apoftle, and who equals or furpafTes him in his mira- 
'* cles. That great Apoftle cannot take it ami(s, that the 
" Holy Spirit (hould enable others to work greater 
<< wonders, and in greater number, than him, fince 
<* the Lord both of the Apifiles And Martyrs is coa- 
*J tent to be outdone by them himielf ia thfs parti- 

*< cular: 

[i&] See in our Author^s Prefitory Difcoorfe at kngth, p. xdi. 

a remarkable Story related by M. de MaroUes, whidi will ihew 

h^w eafily people poffeffed with a fuperftitious r«ard for mi- 

Mclp, can perfuade themfelves, that they can ^, what, in 

troth, has no exiftence. 

f /J Vide Vit. S. Thomac Epiftolis pnefix. Vol. I. 141. See 

Airtherj aUo, out ^uthor'a PccfaxoTy I>i&oatCt» ^ xciil. inihc 

Notes. 
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** cular: Te Jhall Jo, fays he, not only thefo workst 
" that I do J but greater works than theft Jhall ye do 
" [*]." Which prediction, as they declare, was 
literally fulfilled by Sr. Thomas: « Whofe blood, being 
*• collected with care immediately after his death, 
*' not only cured all diftempers, but raifed even great 
*< numbers of the dead to life : and when the quan- 
" tity was found infufficicnC for the demand, that 
« was made of it, they were forced to fupply it with 
«< water i the leaft drop of which, when tinged with 
*« the Martyr's blood, andadminiftrcdtothe iick, or 
<< infufed into the mouths of the dead, had all the 
y fame efFedsj fb that it was fent abroad into all 
" parts of the Chriflian world, as an infallible cure 
« for all kinds of difcafcs [/]." 

The fame of thcfc miracles drew Kings and Princes 
from abroad, and infinite crouds at home, with daily 
o£Ferings to his Shrine j but this bar veft was no fbon* 
er over, than the^^ip^ of the ^/liff^ fell 
with the gain of the Vriefti and all his '^^^ S^'Yl 
miracles ceafed. when the honour of his t'^ePrfJh 
Altar ftood moft in need of their fupportj yaii togltber\ 
fo that the place where he was former- 
ly worfliipped, and where fuch mighty wonders 
were once wrought, is now (hewn as a motiumcnt 
only of the folly and fuperftition of our Anceflors. 
But though he works no miracles in England, where 
his bones lii depofited-, he works them Sill in foreign 
countries, and will continue to do fb, as long as there 
is a Popifl) Church and a Priefthood, who nnd their 
intereft in fupporting them. For, as LaSlantius juftly 
obferves, ** Atnong thof$. who fcek fower and gain 
" from their religion, there will never be wanted an 
" iacllDatioQ t^ forge and to lye for it [m]!' 

. They 

[it] Jo. xiv. n. 

[l] La vie de St. Thomas, p. 44a. 4to. It. Vita Italicc, p^ 
430. ^c. Pet. Bleienf. Epift. i?,^^ 4^* Baron. Ann. ii72» 
No. 7. Speculum Sanson ap. Laob4BibliodL%^QH«^c% 

[m] Latihn. de hUS, rdig. 1. 4« 
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They tell us iodeed oimat^ miracUs of the greateflf 
kind, wrought by their MiiHonaries in ItidM: but 
they all reft upon no other authority, than the GifpcSt- 
ed relatipos oi tho(e MifHontncs » and are even con- 
tradidled by fbme of their graved writers. A Royal 
Profeflbr oiSdUmancn^ in one of his public lediures* 
fays, " It does not appear to me, that the Chriftian 
** faith has been propounded to the InJitms in fuch a 
*^ mann^, as would reafbnably induce them to re- 
" ccive it; for I hear of no mratUs performed 
<* amon^ them> nor of fuch exMrnpUs of the Chrifii- 
«< tm life, as there ought to hi ; bur, on the contrary, 
**• of much fcMudsd and impiety.** 

Another learned 7^y^9 who had (pent m$ny years 
among the Indians, in a treatiie on the method of 
converting them, fays j " What fignifies ali our 
*' preaching? What llrcfs can we lay upon it? Wc . 
" work no miracUs [«]." 

But, among all the boafled miracles of thefe MifZi' 
onaries, they have never fb much as pretended to the 
gift ofTmgues; which is the firft thing occcflAry to 
the converlion of barbarous nations; and without 
which all their preaching, and even miracles t;hem« 
felves, would be ufelefs. Yet St. Xaverius himfelf, 
the Apofile of the hrdhs, and one of their g^eat Saints 
and workers ofmracles, laments^ in (everal of his let- 
ters, the inluperable di^ulties, which he had to 
Aruggle with in his MiHion [a], and his incapacity 
of doing aty good in thofk countries^ for the want of this 
gift [/}. And inj^isfiivparticdarlyy where, accord- 
mg to his account, a plentiftil haxvcSt was o|)en to 
him, and great numbers difpoied to become Chriftianss 
«' God grant, fkys he^ that I may fixm lidrn their 
" language^ fi> as to be Me to explain thiols divine, 
" and do fome iervice at laft to tne ChriStan caufe. 
" For at prefent, indeed, I am nothing better than 

r a 

M Hofpiaiaa. dcOrigiiL Jefiiisar. p» £30. 
l/J Jbid, I. J4« 
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^ a ftatur zmong them 5 and, while they are talking 
*' and inquiring many things about me, am quite 
*' dumb through my ignorance cf their tongm : but I 
" am now aiiing the Soy ngn'tn in learning the ele- 
** mcnts of it [(|J." 

From the prmciplcs of out ReIigfon,and 
the authority of the primitive Fathers, Mtraclh 
we are exhorted to try the Miracles by how to be 
their end and tendency^ and the nature of try'd. 
that doctrine, which is propofed to be 
eftablijhed by them. And if by this Rule we examine 
the ?ofi[h Miracles, even fuch as are authorized by- 
the Bulls of Popei, condemning all as Heretics, who 
do not believe them, we (hall find them pretended to 
be wrought for no other end, but the propagation 
of Enthufiafm and Monkery, and the confirmation of 
doctrines and rites, which are not only ufelefs, but 
apparently hurtful to mankind. 

The yefuit Maldonatus, in his Comment on Matt. 
vi'. 11. obferves, ** That St. Chryfoflom, Jerom^ £«- 
" themius, TheophylaSi, prove by fevcral inftanccs, 
" that real miracles had been performed by thofe, 
" who were not Catholic Chriftians.* St. &3ryfoftom 
declaresi " that miracles are proper only to excite 
" fluggilli and vulgar minds 5 that men of fcnfe have 
«* no occafion for them 5 and that they frequently 
«* carry (bme untoward fufpicion along with them 
«• f-J." •« We are to take notice, fays St, Jeromi 
«* that fome are faid to have the gift of the Spirit, 
<* who do not hold the truth of the Gofpel i which 
«* may ferve to filence thofe Herericf, who, if they 
« can but work a miracle^ fanfy prcftntly, that theyt 
"have demonftrajted the truth of their faith [j]." 
«* If miracles, fiiys St. Auftin, are wrought in . the 
" Citholic Church, its Catholicifm is not thereby 

*' mant* 

yi Ibid. 1. ?. 5. 

[r] Vide Chryfoft. Open Edit.Benedift. T. 5. 171. a. 376. 
6. T. 8. 296. a. 205. 455. 
[i] Vid. Hieron. in Galat. 3. Oper, T« 4* ^» iS^' C<^\.x^nsdU 
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** mtoifeiled, becaufc miracles are wrought ia it V 
** but the miracles them(elves are to he received, be- 
** c^ufe thej are wrought in a Church that is Ca- 
«* tholic ." And Theoderet tells us, " that we arc 
** commanded, not to give credit to them, when 
. " the performers of them teach fMn^s contrary to 
" truifiety [/]." 

If agreeably then to the tnjundions of the Apodles, 
and Primitive Fathers, we fit down to examine the 
pretended miracles of Rome, we (hall fkid them al- 
ways the moft numerous, and the mod confidently 
attefted, in proportion to the abfiirdity of the doc- 
trine or pra^ice, in whofe favour they are alleged > 
as in the cafe cf TranftUfiantiathrit furgatory, th$ 
tporjhip &f tmagess Reliques, Crucifixes^ Indulgences^ 
and all the tricks of Monkery i as if miracles wrre of 
BO other ufe, but to fiibvcit the reafbn and fenfes of 
mankind, and confound all the difiin<£bions between 
right and wrong : but ii there be any rule of judg- 
ing of their reality, or any power in man to difcern 
truth from faJlhood, we muft ncccflariiy conclude, 
from the nature and end of the Fofifls miracles^ that, 
whatever tcftinjonics may be brought to fiipport 
them, they were all, without exception, either wr^ugUt^ 
By wicked Spirits, or forged by vicked men. 

I have now run through every thing, that (eemed 
worthy of aay notice in my Adversary's Prefiice f 
wiiere I have the fatisFaiS^ion to obferve, that tKough 
be accufts me fo fTcc\y of Jlander and frljhoodt yet 
he has not denied fb much as one of the numerous 
faBs, on which I ground my charge of their ?a^ 
ganifm. It was upon the ftrcngchof thefe faHs, that 
I firft offered my Letter to the judgment of the 
public; and the favourable reception which it has 
met with, (hews, that it is not thought trifling, and 
fcM-eign to the purpofe, as he affirms it to be, but, 
on the contrary, pertinent, and decifive of the que- 
ftion, which it profefies to illuflrate. It is a folly there- 
fore 
Pi Vi4. Ho/foiu dtt dtOrina lefuit p. jS^, 
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*f©rc to attack xht'credit of it, till he comes prepared 
to overthrow the frSIs, on which it is batlt i for, 
while thcfe are allowed to be firm, the inference is 
undeniable,* •• That Popery has borrowed its principil 
** ceremonies and doorines from the ritua s of Pa- 
« ganifm." 

The truth of this charge is fb evident to all, who 
know any thing of Antiquity, that though a Miffhtt* 
ury, as we may imagine, would be glad to conceal it 
even from Fapifisy and much m&re from Treteftants, 
v^hom he is endeavouring to convert, yet all their 
own writers, who have any candour and leamine, 
make no fcruple to acknowledge it. U. it MaroUes 
informs us, how he onct jkrfrijtd fi grent ArchHJhof 
^ Trunct^ by a frank dedaratton, that Popery has 
taken its principal ceremonies and doflHnes from Pa- 
ganifm : which he afterwards demonftrated to htm 
at large, bv a particular dedudiion of it through ma- 
>ny of the /ame inftances, on which I have innlled in 
my Letter [ti]. The learned Ih Choml aUo thus 
concludes his book on th$ Religion rf the olJ Romans : 
*• If we confider the cafe attentively, we ftall fir.d 
** very many inilitutions of our religion to have been 
cc borrowed from the ceremonies of the Egyftians 
« and the Gentiles— all which our Prief^s now make 
*« ufe of in our myftcries, by referring to the only 
-•« true God, Jefus Chrifl, what the ignorance, fiilft 
^ religion, and (enfelefs fuperftition of the Fagans 
^ had applied to their Gods, and to mortal men after 
•* their confecration [»].* 

Our Cat^dic however concludes his 
work in ^ very different ftflc: and, in a Tbeanfwer* 
kind of triumph for an imagined vido- erU akfurd 
nr, undertakes by my own way of rea- *^um^. 
ioning, to demoofkrate the fame Con- 
formity between the Znglijh and F^mifh Chttrch, which 

[ti] UonC de k F««aiadc« ArchUibGf d'£«BibruA-Sce Me* 
gncuces de Marolles, par. 2. p. H09, 

[w] De religioDc Yeur. Komioot, il4^ v 
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I hare attempted to (hew between P^^e^ fmJ TagOf^ 
ifm y from the number tf obftrvf^nus^ which our Church 
ftill retains from the old Religion of Rome: in confc- 
qucnce of which, he {zys, •' if my argument be 
^< right, our Proteftancy at lad will be found to be 
*< nothing better than heatheniQi Idolatry." 

But it' we recoiled the defiDiiion, which I have 
given above, of Popery, the queftion will be reduced 
to a (hort iifue > by coufiderin^ only, whether any of 
thofe particulars, which .prove their religion to be 
faganij^, are retained ftill in ours j whether we have 
any ifjcenje, hofy water^ or Umfs in our Churches i 
any votive offerings hanging round our pillars; any 
miraculous images; zny aderation of Saints -y zx^y altars 
in theftreetSy the way -fides t and tops of hills; ^nypro- 
cejjionsy miracles^ or monkery amongft Us : if, after all 
our reformation, we retain any o? thefc, we are fb 
far undoubtedly as criminal as they; but if none of 
them can be found upon us, we are clear at leail 
from all that Pagan idolatry^ which elares out ib ma- 
nifcftly from every part of the Ppji/iT wor (hip. 

All that he can obje^ to us on this head, amounts 
to no more than thisj " That there are feveral ob- 
" fcrvanccs retained in our facred Offices, "Which wc 
<< ufe in common with the Church of Rome.** Wip 
own it : but take them all to be fuch, as we may re- 
tain with innocence. 'We profefs to retain all, that 
is truly Chriftiani all, that is iqjoined by the Gofpel, 
or by jud inference deducible from it. But if, befides 
all this, they can difcover any thing amongft us, that 
they can claim as their own, or that may properly be 
called Popifh; 1 (hould willingly refign it to them^ 
and content to any expedient, that may remove us 
farther ftill from Popery, and unite us more clofely with 
, ^11 fober Proteftants. But whether any thing of this 
fort be remaining id our prefent eftablilhment, or 
how far any of the inftances, which he declares to 
have been borrowed from Rome, may want a review, 
or farther reformation, as it is iiot the pairt of a fri- 

vat$ 
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vAte man to determine, fo I (hall refer it, as I ought, 
to the judgment of my SHperkrs, 

Our Author adds, that he hopes his pains may be 
of ibme ufe, as well to admonilh all ferious Tafiftf, 
of the fraud and foppery of their own worfliip, as 
to deter Proteftants from running over to a Church, 
fo notorioufly corrupt and Heatbenijh, My averfion 
to fopiry, fays he, is grounded, not only on its f^'- 
ganlfm and idolatry^ but on its being calculated for 
the fupport of Jejpotit fower, and incontinent with 
the genius of a fne government. This 1 take to be 
its real chara^er i which I do not however extend 
to the particular profejfors of it ; many of whom I 
know to be men of great probity, politeneis, and 
humanity; who, rhrough the prejudice of fducation, 
do not either y^# the confequences of what they arc 
trained to profefs; or, through a miftaken point of 
honour, think it their duty to adhere to the religion 
of their Anceftors. With thefc I can live; not only in 
charily, but in friendflup ; without the leaA inclina- 
tion to ofiFend them any farther, than by obftru^ing 
all endeavours to introduce a religion amongft us, 
which would Qcceflarily be ruinous to the Liberty tf 
0ttr Country. 

Thus much, concludes he, I thought myfclf oHi-» 
ged to &y, that, while the fapifts look upon me as 
an enemy,, they mav confider me, at leaft, as a fair 
one; an enemy to the idolatrous and Jlavijh principles 
of their Church ^ but free from all prejudice or en* 
mity to their forjons. 
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